
WHAT WILL BE THE
1996 CORN CROP?

The weather across the Com
Belt this year was anything but
uniform.

Much of the western Com
Belt saw a dry spring followed
by a cool, wet summer. The
eastern Com Bell experienced
justthe opposite—a wet spring
followed by a dry summer.

The eastern belt was so wet
this spring that much of the
com never got planted until
June and some never got
planted at all.

USDA’s August Crop
Report predicted a 118.7bushel
per acre national average com
crop and the September crop-
report predicted a 120.2 bushel
per acre average com crop. If
the September report proves
accurate, it would be the third
highest yielding com crop on
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STALKROLL PARTS
PACKAGE...

FOR CASE IH 800/900/1000 SERIES CORN HEADS

Longer service life is now yours because or an improved lower
bearing. A single, sealed, heavy duty water pump type
bearing now replaces the two needle bearings and seal.
Greasing is no longer required!

NEW STYLE OLD STYLE

<s
Case IH bearings have a full 3/4"
shaft with flat and pilot holesfor
positive mounting and removal.

Don’t be fooled by light duty look-
alikes that will appear in the

aftermarketl
BENEFITS
• Longer bearing life • Reduced maintenance time

• No greasing required

WE SHIP PARTS DAILY YOB STAY PIT
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President’s Message

Curt Rakestraw
President, PMCGA

record!
I emphasized the word if in

the previous sentence because
USDA’s August and Septem-
ber com crop estimates have
not been very accurate in past
years, where a lot of com got
planted late, such as this year.
For example, in 1974 USDA’s
August and September report
predicted a S billion bushel
crop. The actual crop ended up
at 4.65 billion bushels.

In 1993, USDA’s August
and Septembercom crop report
estimated the crop at approxi-
mately 7.3 billion bushels. The
1993 final crop ended up at 6.3
billion bushels.

Even last year, USDA’s
August and September reports
showed a 8.1 and 7.8 billion
bushel crop, respectively. The
actual crop size turned out to be
less than 7.4 billion bushels.
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Even if USDA’s September
crop estimate is correct, we will
only add 100millionbushels to
next year’s com carryover
(which would be the second
lowest in history). If USDA has
overestimated this year’s late
crop by anywhere near as much
as they’ve overestimatedprevi-
ous late planted com crops, we
will havethe tightest com supp-
ly in history.

Prices as I write this do not
reflect a tight supply situation.
However, com is still slightly
higher than it was last year at
this time.

USDA’s projected national
average price is slightlyhigher
for the 1996crop than the actu-
al price was for the ’95 crop
and that’s assuming we have a
120-bushel per acre crop!

Don’t be too suiprised if we
see a strong rally in prices this
winter, followed by another
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Silage Conference To
Be Held At Hershey

HERSHEY (Dauphin Co.)
Silage production is a key

component of dairy and lives-
tock production systems across
the U.S. and is especially
important in Pennsylvania.

An upcoming conference,
“Silage: Field to Feedbunk,”
will focus on many of the cur-
rent silage production issues
faced by the silage producers
and the livestock industry.

The conference will be held
at the HersheyLodge and Con-
vention Center in Hershey Feb.
11-13.

age methods, additives man-
agement, mycotoxins and
spoilage, silage quality evalua-
tion, and feeding silage.

Dairy and livestock produc-
ers, consultants, industry rep-
resentatives, veterinarians,
extension agents, and universi-

ty specialists who work with
the silage industry should con-
sider attending this important
conference.

The registration fee is $l6O if
received before Feb. 5. Late or
walk-in registration is $l9O.
The fee includes admission to
the conference and evening dis-
cussion sessions, a buffet lunch
on Feb. 12, break refreshments,
and a copy of the conference
proceedings.

Thirty-five presentations by
leading scientists, consultants,
and silage producers from
around the U.S. will discuss all
aspects of silage production
and utilization from variety
selection to kernel processing
to troubleshooting silage feed-
ing problems.

The conference will provide
practical guidelines for produc-
ers and promote an integrated
systems approach to silage pro-
duction. The session topics are
plant and field issues, harvest-
ing a high quality silage, stor-

The room rates are $7O for a
singleor $74 for a double ifyou
let the hotelknow that you will
be attending the conference.
Rooms can be reserved by call-
ing (717) 533-3311.

For a brochure listing the
presentation titles and speakers,
contact NRAES, Riley Robb
Hall, Cooperative Extension,
Ithaca, N.Y. 14853 orcall (607)
255-7654.

good year in 1997.
The PMCGA wishes all of

you a prosperous and safe
harvesting season.

Ourt Rakestraw

The NEW LEADER L

Heavy Duty
LIME SPREADER

For more than 50 years, New Leader has aggressively met and exceeded
market demand by producing the most dependable, adaptable and durable
spreaders in the industry. The heavy-duty L-3020 spreader is a direct result
of New Leader’s unmatched experience in the agricultural equipment field.
Designed for high-volume applications of ag-lime and gypsum, the rugged
and resilient L-3020 is also suitable for spreading fertilizer and hauling
aggregate material. Equipped with an optional swinging rear endgate, the
L-3020 can be quickly and efficiently converted into a controlled discharge,
no-hoist dump system for stockpiling. The L-3020’s standard 30-inch wide
conveyor system virtually eliminates the material bridging that’s common
with narrower conveyor spreaders. The versatile L-3020 broadcasts ag-
lime at rates up to six tons per acre and fertilizer at rates as low as 150
pounds per acre.
Other Available Features:
• Complete body in 304 or 409 stainless steel
• Mounts on vehicles equipped with highway, semi or full flotation tires
• An optional ladder that attaches to either the left-or right-hand-side ofthe unit.
• Optional heat-and petroleum - resistant conveyor belting available for

transport and application of hot asphalt.

SPECIAL MENTION USED EQUIPMENT
88 GVM 10 Door Mat Style Chain, 304 Stainless,

Ravins Area Monitor, Hydraulic Driven, Cab Shield, Tarp

We Provide Parts and Service
WE SHIPag ANNVILLE BODY CO.
|UpSj 470 Palmyra Bellgrove Road Annville, PA 17003

717-867-4631 1-800-233-0520
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