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Weather Boosts Intercropping System

COL{JMBUS, Ohio — This
year’s unfavorable weather condi-
tions may give a little-known yet
efficient farming technique a

poost of recognition among

farmers.
Ohio State University research-

ers are taking advantage of the
overly wet conditions to demons-
trate the effectiveness of Modified
Relay Intercropping (MRI), a sys-
tem in which soybeans are inter-

planted into standing wheat.
“The concept of intercropping
itself is not a new practice, but has
not been a consistently good prac-
tice,” said Steve Prochaska of
OSU Extension in Crawford
County. “Modified Relay Inter-
cropping is a different approach.”
Unlike relay intercropping in
which soybeans are planted into
standing wheat in May, MRI
involves planting soybeans into
wheat in June at or past the head-

ing stage of growth — 20-35 days
prior to harvest.

That planting date lets the soy-
bean plant grow 6-8 inches by
wheat harvest.

“MRI allows farmers to hedge
production risk by growing two
crops in one year. This year’s
weather patterns have given us the
perfect opportunity to show far-
mers that the technique works.”
said Prochaska. “While some far-
mers without MRI are tearing up

Ethics Symposium Announced

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — In
keeping with its history of ad-
dressing issues of concern in ani-
mal agriculture, the Livestock
Conservation Institute will facili-
tate a Youth Livestock Program
Ethics Symposium Dec. 6-8 at the
Hyatt Regency in Dallas-Fort
Worth, Texas.

The symposium, designed to
help livestock show competitors,
educators and others deal with the
problem of isolated uncthical acti-
vities, is the second such sympos-
ium facilitated by LCI. The first,
held last December, attracted
some 250 representatives of ani-

RDM17,8,9
Durable and Innovative Disc Mower!

83", 977, and 110" Mowing Widths: 540 RPM;
Heavy-Duty CAT I-II Three-Point Hitch; Cat 3

mal agriculture from more than 40
states.

This year’s symposium will in-
clude two “Super Sessions” (one
cach on Saturday and Sunday)
keying on the topics “Adult In-
volvement — What's Excessive?”
and “Jackpot Shows — How to
Make Them Part of the Solution.”

The symposium which begins
with the opening general session
on Friday evening, Dec. 6, will
also include break-out sessions on
individual youth livestock issues

and workshops that will include
information about innovative pro-
grams that are addressing ethical
issues. LCI is facilitating the sym-
posium ‘in cooperation with the
American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, the American Veterinary
Medical Association, the Animal
Industry Foundation, the National
FFA Organization, the USDA Co-
operative Extension Program
(4-H) and other key agricultural
organizations.

Information on registering for
the symposium will be available
soon. For more information, call
LCI at (502) 782-9798.
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their wheat crop with very little
profit, those with MRI are assured
that they have soybeans to fall
back on if their wheat crop fails.”

MR, which has been practiced
for over five years, is not widely
recognized by Ohio farmers. Pro-
chaska said only 2 percent to §
percent of the state’s farmers use
the system,

“Many are skeptical about the
fact that you can drill soybeans 3
feet through standing wheat and
not injure the crop, buy you can,”
he said. “Also, many farmers
think they need special equipment
to utilize the system, but they can
use regular farm equipment.”

In addition to better utilizing
farm labor, time and equipment,
MRI lowers fixed costs for land
and machinery, increases crop
profitability and is environmental-
ly friendly, said Prochaska.

A recent report released by the
Crawford County Extension
Office shows that with variable
costs (seed, fertilizer, herbicide,
repairs) and fixed costs (land and
machinery), a typical budget in
total costs per acre for wheat and
soybeans in the MRI system is
$168 and $155, respectively.

By comparison, the total costs
per acre for wheat and soybeans in
a monoculture is $226 and $242,
respectively.

“One interesting fact to note is
that with the MRI system, 2,4-D
ester is the only herbicide used for
the production of both crops,
which makes it environmentally
and economically favorable,” said
Prochaska. “Modified Relay Inter-
cropping also reduces soil erosion
and improves water quality.”

Prochaska said Modified Relay
Intercropping also takes advan-
tage of the wheat plant’s adapta-
bility to stresses during its life
cycle.

“We have to slightly widen the
rows from the normal 7 inches to
between 10 and 15 inches when
we interplant the soybeans,” he
said. “But the wheat is remarkable
at adapting, and research by Jim
Beuerlein (Ohio State agronomist)
shows that there is only a three
bushel differenct between 7 and
14 inches. So we are not taking a
yield penalty.”

It's now too late this year for
farmers to interplant soybean and
wheat. The last date to intercrop
wheat is when stems begin to
break.

But Prochaska said farmers
who use the MRI system success-
fully intercropped through June
22, ‘
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