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Not so long ago buyers would
bid for mature spent laying hens as
a source of natural flavoring for
certain processed poultry soups
and meat dishes.

Because of the growth of the
broiler industry with plentiful
broiler breeder hens as well as
broilers, spent hens have been
largely replaced by broiler stocks
for this market.

The spent hen processor quickly
learned that breeder hens were a
more economical product to use
due to their higher meat to bone
yield. Any lack of flavoring was
quickly remedied with artificial
products.

While no one answer will
handle every situation, there may
be some alternatives provided at
the upcoming National Poultry
Waste Management Symposium.
The symposium, held every two
years, will be held in Harrisburg,
Pa. on Oct. 21-23.

One of the key production ses-
sions is devoted to “Mortality and
Spent Hen Disposal.” Nationally
recognized authorities will address
various opportunities that should
help the table egg industry with
this problem, including “Experi-
ences and Challenges Using Spent
Hens for Mink Food,” “A Local
Renderer’s and the National
Renderer’s Association Perspec-
tive On the Spent Hen Issue,” and
“Handling Spent Hens on the
Farm.”

Dr. Bruce Webster from the
University of Georgia will cover
the last topic, “Handling Spent
Hens on the Farm” and will iniro-
duce a system for humane flock

disposal. A preliminary report of
this work was made at the Interna-
tional Poultry Exposition in Atlan-
ta, Ga. in January.

To access the available spent
hen options, egg producers need a
way to kill flocks on the farm that
is quick, easy, economical, and
above all, humane. A modified
atmosphere killing (MAK) unit
was developed at the University of
Georgia for just this purpose. A
cart was designed to go between
cage rows in a commercial hen
house with cart dimensions of
54-inch long x 20-inch wide x
39.5-inch high and an interior
capacity of about 21 cubic feet.

Hens drop down into the main
body of the cart from top spring-
loaded doors. A 20-pound CO,
cylinder is mounted on one end of
the cart and connected to a system
of PVC tubing so the CO, gas is
delivered at two levels within the

chamber. An unloading door with -

a piano hinge along the length of
the cart opens up the lower % of
one side and the sloping floor
allows carcasses to slide out.
The MAK unit allows hens to be
killed directly from the cages. Pre-
filling the cart with CO, is pre-
ferred so that the first birds enter-
ing the bird compartment are
stunned rapidly. Loading to a
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capacity of 250 hens takes about
seven minutes. With a final flush
of -CO, at the end of loading, the
killing process continues as the
cart is rolled out of the house. In
normal use it is possible to kill
approximately 1,500 hens with
each 20-pound cylinder of CO,,
Most cost information and
details about Dr. Webster’s MAK
unit for handling spent hens will be
presented at the symposium. For
more information about the
National Poultry Waste Manage-
ment Symposium (or mortality and
spent hen disposal), please call the
Penn State Department of Poultry
Science at (814) 865-5573.

You’'ll run out of
daylight before
you run out
of ways to use it.

ROTARY CUTTER

¢ 3 sernies — from 48” to 120" widths

¢ Reinforced decks

¢ Full length skids

¢ Heavy-duty stump guard

¢ Tested using rugged industry standards

The Land Pride family ... quality from the ground up.
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Betts Equipment
3139 Windy Bush Road,Rt 232
New Hope, PA 18938
215-598-7501

Hines Equipment
RT. 220, Belwood, PA
814-742-8171

Pikevitle
Equipment Inc.
RD 2, Oysterdale Road
Oley, PA 18547

Keller Brothers 610-927-6277
C.B. Hoober & R7 Box 405 ,
Son, inc. Lebanon, PA 17042 Sollenberger’s
Main Street 717-949-6501 Equipment, Inc.
Intercourse, PA 17534 1950 Fruitville Pike 80 State St.
717-768-8231 Lancaster, PA17601 ©  Cverett, PA 15537
Cannonsburg Supply
& Equipment Co.  Lost Creek Stoltzfus Farm
RO 1, Box 247 implement, Inc. Cochranville, PA
Cannonsburg, PA 15317  Route 35, Box 123 610-593-2407
412-746-2500 Oakland Mill, PA 17076
717-463-2161 Stouffer Bros Inc.
Deerfield Ag & M.S. Yearsly & S 10?166 Isincgln W:X \1/\;92?1
T . -S. Yearsly & Sons ambersburg,
. Tudf Center, . \est Chester, PA ~ 717-263-842
The AGCO Allis 9650. A tractor with the Watsontown, PA 17777 610-696-2090
power and versatitlity to take on any job you can 717-538-3557 'FI"homasL.Dunlap
think of. The 9650 with 155 PTO hp has a reliable Detla Machinery, Inc Jersey Shore, PA 17740
Deutz air-cooled engine and the powershift Equl:ment Inc Route 652 717-398-1391
transmission - the most advanced powershift 141 EastMan St Honesdale, PA18431 .0 40r Parts Co
ever put in a farm tractor. Control 18 forward Silverdale, PA 18962 717-728-7117 335 Central Road
and 9 reverse speeds with just a tap of your finger. 215-257-6177 Nicar g;o_;:_@’sburg.:éwms
Our cab-forward design, sloped hood and relo- Dunkle & Grieb, Inc. Equlp%entCo.
cated exhaust provide better visibility and a RR 2, Box 14 RO 2,Rt. 61,3MilesS.  Triple H
more comfortable ride. Plus, the premimum Centre Hall, PA 16828 of Leesport, Reading, PA E%ul ment, Inc.
air-ride swivel seat and exclusive seat-mounted 814-364-1421 610-926-2441 ﬁiaﬂné’gﬁﬂnf."gﬁ"x??e"é
;:.ontro.l console put everything at your Eckroth Bros Norman D. Clark & ' 17-548-3775
ingertips. So before the sun sets,
s Farm Equipment Son, Inc.
check out the 9650 powershift tractor 2| ALY | Rd 2, Box 24A . Honey Grove, PA
at your local AGCO Allis dealer. For the way you farm today New Ringold, PA 17960 717-734-3682

SEE YOUR DEALER TODAY!

MANOK MOTORS SANDY LAKE IMPLEMENT B.H.M. FARM EQUIP., HOLTRY'S EQUIPMENT Caldwell Tractor & Frank Rymon & Sons, Inc.
On Rte. 553 Sandy Lake, Pa. INC. Roxbury, Pa. Equipment, Inc RD 3, Box 355
Penn‘ Rzu;s,‘Pai 15765 412-376-2489 Annviile, Pa. 717-532-7261 480 U.S Routé 46 * Washington, N.J. 07882
12:2544753 717-867-2211 . o  n
NICHOLS FARM EQUIP. C.J. WONSIDLER BROS. Fairfield, N.J. 07006 908-889-1464

Bloomsburg, Pa.

HERNLEY'S FARM

NM7-784-T731

GRUMELLI
FARM SERVICE

Quakertown, Pa.
215-536-7523

717-943-2131

Now crscy |

201-227-6772

Rodio Tractor Sales

Warren County Service Center

EQUIP., INC. Now Tripoli, Ps. h
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