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On Being a
Farm Wife

(and other
- hazards)

Joyce Bupp

Nice weather for ducks.

And geese.

So I thought late one recent
evening, dragging my rubber bamn
boot-clad feet through soggy.
knee-high grass enroute to the
pond. Darkness was rapidly
gathering, nudged by the thicken-
ing cover of hcavy, gray clouds
hanging overhead. A few droplets
of rain that had begun a bit earlier
were multiplying into a steady,
bone-chilling drizzle.

Forecast was for yet another
night of rain, which would turn the
cattle lots even muddier, low spots
in the fields standing with yet

our more-than-abundant moisture
which has kept the manure truck,
the complanter, the tillage equip-
ment parked — the equivalent of
equipment twiddling its thumbs
when it should be hard at work.
Yet, knowing but a few weeks can
stand between Swamp City and
Dust Bowl conditions, I'm hesit-
ant to complain excessively about
the wealth of wet weather.

But, this journey to the pond in
the faltering remaining light was
not to dwell upon the costly delays
being created by the sogginess of
this year’s busiest time of the farm
year. Rather, it was to rejoice in

just days before, little brown and
yellow bodies bobbing along the
water between their fiercely pro-
tective parents. But the parents, oF
at least one of them, probably had
hatched at the pond and grown up
here, since they were quite tame.
Just a day after the babies had
hatched, the goose couple had
brought them alongside the pier
— where we waited — anticipat-
ing a handout.

Then, one day later, I glanced at
the pond from the house, saw the
goose pair gliding across the pond.
And the wide gap of water
between the two was empty. A
closer look with the binoculars
confirmed my dread.

The baby geese had disap-
peared. Probably a fox, the same
sly one that has ripped off several
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nests of baby guincas over the
years and quite a few baby geese
as well.

I stood at the back door, binocu-
lars in hand, and fought back an
urge to cry. When I relayed the
sad news to The Farmer, he
promptly headed to the pond, to
search for possible evidence to
confirm the loss. Not even a feath-
er 'nor a speak of dusty-colored
gosling down could be found.

Maybe it was our own fault, I
reasoned. Maybe these “wild”
creatures were getung too tame. A
heavy-duty gmlt trip.

Next moming, The Farmer II
arrived to help with chores.

“Hey Mom, are you missing
some geese?” he asked. “They’re
over at our place.”

The sunny morning became

even brighter.

“We also have baby ducks,” he
added.

Now, on this drizzly, damp
evening, we spot the pair of geese
at the far side of the pond. In the
vague light, the pond’s surface
rippled by shimmering reflections,
it looks as though the goose pair
has babies sheltered between
them. Only two? Then, at the low-
er edge, we spot another pair.
With four babies. Two goose fam-
ilies! A duck paddles away in the
farthest comner, a tiny convoy of
bobbing bodies behind her as well.

Our pond runneth over. And
from the weedy edge of the water
next to the pier, a deep “kar-
uumph” erupts.

Even the bullfrogs sound
pleased.
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74",10'4", 12'4”, 13'8” and 15’

ADAMSTOWN

Adamstown Equip. inc.
ALLENTOWN

Lehigh Ag Equipment
BECHTELSVILLE

Miller Equip. Co.
CARLISLE

Gutshali's, inc.
DOVER

ag'chem
EOQUIPMENT CO. INC.

Serving The Férming Induétry
For Over 30 Years.

1188 Enterprise Rd.
East Petersburg, PA 17520

® CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION:

(717) 569-2610

ML Pulvi-mulchers feature the 20", six-spoke ductile
iron notched roller wheel and now available with 20”
ductile iron crowfoot wheel. The Brillion Pulvi-
mulcher crushes both surface and buried lumps and
converts fall and spring plowing into a clod-free
seedbed. The ductile iron wheels carry a five-year
warranty against breakage. Available in 126",
13'10", 15'2” and 18'9"

CIumn Flrm Equipment
NEW HOL|

AB.C. Groﬂ Inc.
OAKLAND MILLS

QUARRYVILLE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT THE DEALER NEAREST YOQOU:

Plant Food Co.
Cranbury, NJ
609-448-0935

Delmar, DE

-

Delmar Grain

Leinbach
Farm Supply

717-532-5511
1-800-346-2334

Stoltzfus
Morgantown, PA
302-846-9567 Shippensburg, PA 215-286-5146 Elizabethtown, PA

Messick Farm
Equip.

717-653-8867

WLO03 SERIES

The WL is the latest example of how Brillion has met
the challenge of the earth and competition. The front
rollers break up surface clods. “C* shaped ribbon
teeth or “S” spring tine teeth break up the soil to 6" in
depth and pull clods, to the surface. Available in
21'6", 25' & 30" Widths. Ductile Roller Wheels firm
without compaction.

Center, Inc.
WEST GROVE
8.G. Lewis & Son, Inc.

Maryland

FREDERICK
Cereaville
Hollsnd

New Jersey

Ford New

ROLLING ON...IN THE 90'S

MEETS THE CHALLENGE




