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USDA Names 46 Counties
Disaster Areas

HARRISBURG (Dauphin Co.)
— Responding to Gov. Tom
Ridge’s request, the United States
Department of Agriculture has
designated 46 Pennsylvania coun-
ties as natral disaster areas.

In December, Gov. Ridge made
the request because of the crop
damage and reduced yields which
were caused by drought condi-
tions last summer and fall. Dam-
age assessment reports were com-
pleted and confirmed by the Pen-
nsylvania Agricultural Statistics
Service and the State Emergency
Board.

State Agriculture Secretary
Charles C. Brosius explained that
this designation qualifies some
family farmers for Farm Service
Agency (FSA) emergency loans
due to damages and losses caused
by severe drought conditions,
beginning one year ago.

“We are very pleased that Gov.
Ridge’s request for assistance to
the commonwealth’s number one
industry has been honored, and
that some farmers will now be
eligible to receive assistance,”
Brosius said. “Last year was very
difficult for Pennsylvania farmers
as they saw their crops wither and
dic under the severe drought con-
ditions we experienced in a large
portion of the state.

*’The drought, coupled with the
severe winter of 1996, leaves
some family farmers in a very dif-
ficult financial situation as they
begin their 1996 growing season.
This official declaration from the

Department of Agriculture will
offer some support to our strug-
gling farmers.”

Brosius said that estimated Pen-
nsylvania agriculture losses tot-
aled nearly $200 million due to
drought damage.

The 46 counties included in the
disaster designation are Allegh-
eny, Beaver, Bedford, Bucks, But-
ler, Cambria, Cameron, Carbon,
Centre, Chester, Clarion, Clear-
field, Clinton, Cumberland, Dau-
phin, Elk, Fayette, Franklin, Ful-
ton, Greene, Huntingdon, Jeffer-
son, Juniata, Lackawanna,
Lancaster, Lawrenece, Lebanon,
Lehigh, Luzerne, Lycoming,
McKean, Mercer, Mifflin, Mon-
roe, Montgomery, Northampton,
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Northumberland, Pike, Potter,
Schuylkill, Snyder, Sullivan, Sus-
quehanna, Washington, Wayne
and Westmoreland,

There were 20 additionl Pen-
nsylvania counties named as con-
tiguous countics where eligible
family farmers may quality for
FSA physical loss loan assistance,
pursuant to provisions of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Deve-
lopment Act.

Those countics are Adams,
Armstrong, Berks, Blair, Brad-
ford, Columbia, Crawford, Dela-
ware, Forest, Indiana, Montour,
Perry, Philadelphia, Somerset,
Tioga, Union, Venango, Warren,
Wyoming and York,

Applications for loans will be
accepted through Nov. 12, 1996
for physical and productior los-
ses; applications pending on that
day may be processed and
completed.

Emergency loans will be made
under the Farmers Home Admi-
nistration. Brosius encouraged
any farmers with questions to con-
tact their local Farm Service
Agency for details and applica-
tions for loans.
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AFB Elects Knill
To National Board

(Continued from Page A1)

1996, stepped down from the
AFBF board last month after serv-
ing for 10 years. His most recent
term’ was to expire in January,
Mr. Knill, who lives with his
wife, Jean, in Mount Airy, Carroll
County, will continue to serve as
Maryland Farm Bureau president.

beef cattle and grain crops on 350
acres.

He is the fourth Maryland Farm
Bureau president to be elected to
the national board.

Previous AFBF board members
from Maryland were Roy Weagly
from Washington County (MFB
president, 1943-1946); Wilson

A lifelong farmer, Mr. Knill raises  Heaps from Harford County (1949
\ to 1956); and Willard Oakley of

v Wicomico County. Mr. OQakley
T who was Maryland Farm Bureau
president from 1967 to 1972, was
elected to the AFBF board in
1969.

Maryland Farm Bureau repre-
sents the interests of nearly 15,000
farm families across the state. It is
one of 51 Farm Bureau organiza-
tions associated witih the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau, which repre-
sents about 4.6 million farm fami-
lies nationwide.

The American Farm Bureau is
based in Park Ridge, Illinois. The
AFBF Northeast region consists
of 12 states: Maryland, Delaware,
West Virginia, Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, New York, Connecti-
cut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
New Hampshire, Vermont and
lvm‘ w.

C. William Knill

President
Md. Farm Bureau

Bulk
Feed Bins, Horse, Sheep & Hog Shelters, Kennels With
Door & Feeding Alley. Open Shelters. Made To Order.
Truck & Trailer Beds & Side Racks Repaired
Horse Barns w/Tack Room
Sawed and Round Locust Posts * Fence Boards
Delivery Available

FEATURES

* 4 Row Drive - Through Freestall Barn

* Sidewall Curtain System - Freestall Barn, Holding Area,

and Special Needs Area.

* Show-Ease Wide Front Freestalls, Gates and Fencing.
* Building Roof System Designed For Natural Ventilation
* Grooved Concrete Floors To Reduce Animal Injury

* Double Three Auto Flow™ Surge Expandable Parlor

* Steel Grid in Milking Parlor to Minimize Str
* Special Needs Area with Loading Chute
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Serving The Agriculture Industry For Over 25 Years

AGRI-INC.

151 E. Farmersville Road, Ephrata, PA 17522 « (71 7) 354-4271

The Construction Professionals
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Let Our Experience
Work For You
For All Your
Farm Building
Needs,
Large Or Small

MFD.
B

STOLTZFUS WOODWORK

613 White Horse Rd. - Gap, PA 17527
717-442-8972
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ALUMINUM GRAIN BODIES
& ALUMINUM REPAIRS by

These ultra-light bodies are designed for strength
through engineering, hot strength with bulk. For

ilgate and 48" sides

example, a 1 rain b with
We'll bujld you any

weighs onl lbs. complete.
length or any side height up to 60"..
Also available:
* Double swinging hay e Diamond flooring
hauling tailgate ¢ Pull out panel tailgates
* Barn door type tallgate * Any size grain chute
» Slide out cattle chutes

HEWEY WELDING

Box 2312, RD4 Lebanon, PA 17042 (717)867-5222




