
Lancaster Farming, Saturday, May 11, IM6-Al9

Strategies To Cope With Higher Grain Costs, Limited Availability
VIRGINIA ISHLGR
Extension Assistant
Dept, of Dairy and

Animal Science

concentrate ingredients. It can
work in either Excel or Lotus.
This simpleprogramrequires only
two inputs, the current price per
bushel of shelled com and the
price per ton of 48 percent soy-
bean meal. Table 1 lists several
break-even prices of concentrate
ingredients based on a com price
of $4.60/bu (Grain Market Sum-
mary from PDA, week of April
IS) and 48 percent soybean meal
price ofs3l6Aon (Ingredient Mar-
ket found in Feedstuffs, April 3).
An example of how to use this ta-
ble would be if bakery product is
available for $l2O/ton, then this
could be a viable option for re-
placing some com in the ration. If
the bakery product was priced
over $lBl/ton, then it would not
be considered a good buy.

The Penn State spreadsheet al-
lows the crude protein and energy
values of the various concentrate
ingredients to be edited. This al-
lowsflexibility for the produceror-
nutritionist to determine the
break-even prices that best repre-
sent ingredients available in a par-
ticular area. The program is avail-
able from Penn Stateatno charge.
Anyone interested in receiving a
copy of the program can send a
3.5” disk to “Break-even Costs”
c/o Virginia Ishler, 324 Henning
Building, University Park, PA
1687 S

The University of Wisconsin
has a similar spreadsheet program
called Feed Val 3. This program
bases break-even prices on shelled
com (energy value), 44 percent
soybean meal (bypass protein val-
ue). tallow (fat/oil value), dical
(phosphorus value), and limestone
(calcium value). This program is
sold through AgSquare Software
at 1-800-845-1991.

could be helpful in locating some
ingredients that may not normally
be fed in certain locations (i.e.
candy, cereal products).

The current grain situation, now
more than ever, requires close

monitoring of ingredient costs and
availability. A nutritionists input
into any change is going to be
critical. They can makeration ad-
justmentsto compensate for many
ingredient changes.

UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre
Co.) —The dairyproducer will be
faced with two main challenges
this summer, rising grain costs and
limited availability of various cer-
eal grains and commonly fed by-
product feeds. Reducing the
amount of grain fed to the lactat-
ing cow is one option, however
other possibilities exist to
compensate for the current and
impending situation.

To deal with higher graincosts,
other feed ingredients could be
evaluated based on their current
price compared to shelled com
(energy value) and soybean meal
(protein value), and based on their
entire nutrient content The later is
critical because even ifan ingredi-
ent is a great bargain, it may not
supply the cows with the nutri-
ents) they require based on the
current feeding program. Ingredi-
ents should be scrutinized for their
protein fractions (i.e. soluble pro-
tein, undegradable intake protein),.
energy content, fat level, fiber lev-
el, starch level, and even for the
major minerals (i.e. calcium,
phosphorus).

Table 1 Break-even per oca for aome commonly fed concentrate infndienu

Care price (S/W) UM
«<% aaybean «M*l (S/Im) SIM.W

Feed maredtem Break-even once. S/torr Feed inaredrent Break-even price.

Bakery product Sill 26 Com gluten Iked 5206 31
Barley SI7OSI Cottonseed,whole 5221 12

Beet pulp 5155 21 Dlitilkn (rant, lipht 52356I
Blood meal SaJO61 Oeu „

516107
Brewen cram, dried 5195 53 Ilcat-Imtad loybean meal $3OO 44
Bremen grain, wet $47 41 Soybeans, cooked 5216 20
Candy product $193 17 Soytalle $16170

Canola 5256 13 Wheat midda $163 99

A Penn State publication titled
“Sources of Food Processing
Wastes, Hay, and Feed Ingredi-
ents” is available from local co-
operative extension offices and is
also found on Penpages (#
2890284). This fact sheet lists
suppliers based on different cate-
gories offeed as well as addresses
and phone numbers. This resource

Applicants Sought For Achievement Award
ALBANY, N.Y. If you arc a

farmer and a Farm Bureau mem-
ber between the ages of 18 and 35.
you are eligible to compete in
New York Farm Bureau’s 1996
Young Farmer Achievement
Award competition.

The three finalists win a trip to
the NYFB State Convention in
Rochester, while the state winner
gets a $5OO cash award from
Dodge Truck, a 486 computer.

and a trip to the American Farm
Bureau Convention in Nashville
(January 4-9, 1997) to vie for the
national tide.

‘The Young Farmer Achieve-
ment Award is one of the most
prestigious honors given to an
Empire State farmer or farm cou-
ple,” said Linda Lamb, NYFB’s
Young Farmer Program coordina-
tor. “To compete, an application
must be postmarked and mailed

no later than May 31, 1996. The
judges will look at the overall
farm operation, financial farm
progress, and leadership in Farm
Bureau, the agricultural industry,
and the community.”

To obtain an application, call
Linda Lamb at (SI8) 431-5633 or
Pam Rafferty at (S 18) 431-5606,
or contact your county Farm
Bureau young farmer chairman.

An IBM spreadsheet program
available from Penn State will list
break-even prices for some 60
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Local Badger
Dealer

HONESDALE SPREADING
SERVICE INC.

SOS Cliff St.
Honesdal*, PA 18431

(717) 253-2410

Eliminate those

DIRTY
BIRDSCHIDESTER FARMS

RD 2, Box 75
Kingsley, PA 18826

(717) 289-4260

MELVIN 6. MILLER
RT 2, Spring Mills, PA 16875

(814) 422-8279

PIKEVILLE
EQUIPMENT INC.

RT 2, Oley, PA 19547
(215) 987-6277

BHM'FARM EQUIP. INC.
RR 1, Annville, PA 17003

(717) 867-2211

SHOW EASE STALL CO.
573 Willow Rd.

Lancaster, PA 17601
(717) 299-2536

DEERFIELP AG &

TURF CENTER, INC.
RD 2, Box 212

Wattontown, PA 17777
(717) 638-3557

HEFLIN SALES
A SERVICE

12312 Oak Hill Rd.
Woodsboro, MD 21798

(301) 896-3233

CHAMBERSBURG
FARM SERVICE
975 S. Main St.

Chambartburg, PA 17201
(717) 264-3533

SOMERSET BARN EQ.
R.O. #5

Somartat. PA 15501
(614) 445-SSSS

McMILLEN BROS.
RO 1 Box 134 ,

LoyavWa, PA 17047
(717) 760-3061

HESS’ EQUIPMENT
Sataa 4 Sarvfea

RR 3, Mfflinburg, PA 17644
(717) 966-2720

966-1906

TUNNEL
VENTILATION
• Custom Design
Systems at No
Additional Cost.

• High Quality
J&D Fans and
Controls

717-653-0385

with RID-A-BIRD
perches the proven and
guaranteed method of
pest bird control.
Call or write today. WeTI
tell you how.
RID-A-BIRO 1100 IS A
RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDE

THRIVE
STATE

MARKETING
118Thurman Dr. •

Thomaston, GA 30266
1-800-618-3800

Badger Liquid Manure Pumps, Spreader Tanks
and Box Spreaders

Badger BNIBS
Souper Trail Pump/Agitator
m Up to 26.000 GPM agitation capacity
B Standard 28 foot length extendable to 38 feetfor really big

lagoons
■ Choict of cutter blade or propeller options to match biggest

agitation needs
■ Exclusive internal shear bar chops even straw-laden manure
a Seml-cupped impeller paddles (or high capacity pumping

NEW...
From

our Dealer
it The All
New
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Badger Blowers
Beat Bottlenecks

ee

■ f°r plug-proof

I I I I J l ■ Unload wagons faster, fill silos
fC I / 1 1 I mor« efficiently.

Trnfr-\j ■ Choose from Model 8N2054 or
New Model BN2060, for

■ Rugged, heavy-duty construction.
■ Adjustable shearbar prevents

hair pinning,
corry-cwer andpower loss.

■ AH material goes up the pipe in
the air stream.

■ Flexible wind guards minimize
spillage.


