
Holstein A-Values
brattleboro, Vt.

While the A-Value Program appe-
als to Holstein breeders looking
for an additional evaluation and
marketing tool, it also appeals to
others in the industry involved in
merchandising Holsteins. Both
sale managers and AI personnel
have expressed interest in the new
program.

The Holstein Association’s A-
Value Program uses actual perfor-
mance data, and was initiated by
Association members in 1992. A-
Valuesrecognize the value of cow
families. Starting in late 1996, the
Holstein Association will begin
producing official A-Value Herd
Reports and printing official A-
Values on pedigrees, providing
breeders with information previ-
ously unavailable.

Many breeders have expressed
favorable reactions to the prog-
ram, noting that A-Values will
provide another selection tool
when the merchandise their Hols-
teins. Others within the industry
have agreed, saying tools like this
are needed.
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“I think this is exciting,” said
Tom Mortis, sale manager from
Amery, Wis. “Any tool that helps
make the breed better is certainly
an asset This gives credit to cows
and cow families within herds and
across the population of the breed
that have been performing over
the long haul.”

Morris added he thought A-
Values would be a “great ranking
tool."

‘Tve waited for this a long
time, and I think we’ve really
needed it” he said. “This has
generated a great deal of interest
maybe as much interest as has
been generated in a long, long
time. I think people are really
interested in it”

Dick Chichester of Select Sires
in Plain City, Ohio, noted he
thought the A-Valuc Program
could prove beneficial.

“I think the concept of the A-
Value system is desirable and use-
ful,” he said. “I know of many
herds who have an excellent
breeding program, use the best
bulls, are excellent managers and
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U ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES
M 61-13104 OUTLET COVER C3IOD&L
$ 61-16195 RECTANGULAR BOX ClOO 3-HOLE

61-05118 QUARTZ FLOOD 300 WDR 300 Q HALOGEN
jn 510084 BELLSOUTH PHONE *4431

' OUR MAY SPECIALS!!!
MM# DESCRIPTION
L2154S OSCILLATOR FAN 9* LASKO
L2150S OSCILLATOR FAN 12’ LASKO
L 2116 OSCILLATOR FAN 16’LASKO
L3723 BOX FAN 20*
3207768 ELECTRIC BUG KILLErf 1 ACRE 40W
AA3851 AIR HOSE 3/B‘X 50'HD YELLOW
M51670 AIR HOSE 1/4'X 50' HD YELLOW
84401 _ TWIN HANDLE LAVATORY FAUCET MOEN
47011 • WATER FILTER 5 MIC ...'

TOOLSPECIALS

r»Unl

533425 TAPE 1'X25' POWERKLOCK STANLEY
173334 DRILL BIT SET 13PC. IRWIN
SI 0099 RETRACTABLE KNIFE STANLEY
511921 A KNIFE BLADES HD STANLEY -

SI 5314 SHORT CUTTOOL BOX SAW 15'STANLEY
6201DWHE CORDLESS DRILL 9.SV W/2 BATTERIES MAKITA
5K74250 TORQUEWRENCH 250 FT-LB. 1/2'DR SK
MTI4SD CONCRETE FLOAT 16'W/DURASOFT HANDNEW! I !

PRICE
•13.95
•18.95
•25.95

SUMMER ISCOMING - WE HAVELOTS OFFANS INSTOCKIII
01009 F LEVER LOAD BINDER USA 5/16-3/8
6207504 RATCHET LOAD BINDER 3/16-3/8
0513525 GRADE 70 TRANSPORT CHAIN 5/16X25'
0513522 GRADE 70 TRANSPORT CHAIN 5/16 Xl6'
0513524 GRADE 70 TRANSPORT CHAIN 5/16X20'
0513615 GRADE 70 TRANSPORT CHAIN 3/BX2O'
LAO2S TIEDOWN 10,000LB. 2’X271
L4OOO2DSH USA CABLE PULLER 2-TON
81MP1146 GENERIC COIL

ROOF NAILS 7200 BOX I'/.' FITS SENCO & BOSTITCH
BOSTTTCH COIL ROOF NAILER

NEWIII DECKCOIL SCREW GUNSBYQUIK-DRIVE
GUN KIT SCREWS DRYWALL I*-2*
GUN KIT SCREWS SUBFLOOR I*-?
GUN KIT SCREWS DECK 2*-3'

ALSO SCREWS IN STOCK
LAWN A GARDEN

88134 HEDGE TRIMMER If EM A23881 HOSE REEL wMozz hose
A 16826 BOW RAKE . 7.99 2500254 WATERING CAN 2GAL
A 15613 SHOVEL . . .7.99 CH2602 SPRAYER 2GAL .. . ,
AIB4BS GARDEN HOSE 48 ..7.99 701203 OWL (FOR THE GARDEN)
BLESOO EOGER/TRENCHER 71.99 701211 SNAKE (FOR THE GWOgl)
713724 CORDLESS GRASS SHEAR 3' *32.99 2101010 OSCILLATING SPRINKLER
7126196 PUSH BROOM 16' *9.61 A23880 HOSEREEL
7126297 SUP-BRUTE24' . *11.45 2100998 PISTOL GRIP NOZZLE
A23230 GRASS SHEARS , *6.85 A24636 LAWN CART 2 CU.
L6206 FBGL STEP LADDER 6' . *92.95 R 3700 LAWN CART ROUGH RIDE
LD60242 FBGL UDDER 24' *195.95 R 56420 CART HVYDUTY 75 CU
LDTI242 FBGL EXT. LADDER 24' *251.95 R 3654 Cm.^JOUGH^AU.L071282 FBGL EXT LADDER 28' . ...*293.95 R 5656 WHEELBARROW (RUBBER)
WB2OS WHEELBARROW SCU AMES .*93.95
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QDIKIT
QD2KIT
QD3KIT

...*22.14

...*29.00

...*28.87

...*20.98

...*25.33

...*32.49

...*18.95
*147.95

...*28.35
*389.00

,'492.50
•422.50
•535.00
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PAUL B. ZIMMERMAN. INC.
717*738-7350 (

SO WoodcomarRd. no- Thors.,Frl. 7a.m.-*:3O p.m.
LltttZ, PA 17843 Tum. AWM. 7 a.m.-«:30 p.m.

1 Mila Waat ol Epkrata 7a.m.-« p.m.
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•18.95
•29.95
.•11.99
•17.95
.•25.99
..•1.99

.'10.95
•12.95
...•2.99

•9.95
....•9.95
•154.95
...79.95

*9.95

...'1.79

..•2.29

...7.49
•15.50
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For Merchandising, Evaluation
excellent cullers, but they have no
indexes.”

Chichester went on to say he
didn’t think the index system was
“the beginning or the end of the
way to breed cows. But in herds
like that, it seems to me until we
have a better index system, this is
certainly a worthy effort.”

Chichester and Morris both are
strong believers in cow families,
as is Pete Blodgett of Alta Gene-tics, Landmark Division in Hugh-
son, Calif. Blodgett said he was
not sure how A-Values would
affect the industry until it had
passed the test of time.

“A-Values really won’t change
the rankings of cows now ranked
high,” he said, “but it may change
others’ rankings.”

Blodgett added he didn’t know
how A—Values would be
received until they were out and
available. “We think the current

using. If it proves to be a’ true
genetic transmitter to sons,
daughters, and grandsons, then it’s
good.”

The method for determining A-
Values is relatively simple. Per-
formance measures of a cow and
her next three dams in the mater-
nal line are used in calculating the
A-Values for the cow herself.
Actual performance for milk, fat,
protein, and type (final score) is
the primary basis of the A-Value
Program.

All A-Values will be expressed
as percentile rankings 0-9. Each
animal will have an A-Valuc (per-
centile ranking) for milk, fat, pro-
tein, type, and an "overall” A-
Value that combines the traits pro-
tein, fat and type at a ratio of 9:3:8
respectively.

The three agreed that allowing
A-Values the opportunity to be
accepted industry-wide is
necessary.

“I think it would be an error in
judgmenttowrite this off immedi-
ately, but by the same token, I

USDA system is recognized
around the world, and has served
us pretty well,” he said. “But the
A-Values will be good if it sorts
out the genetics we’re not now
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think itwould be an error to adopt
it as the one and only way to look
at genetics.” Chichester said.

Blodgett expressed similar
thoughts. “We’ll certainly stand
back and look at the program,” he
said. “We’ll certainly give it a
shot.”

Morris sais that dairymen
everywhere are looking for the
same thing from dairy cows, and
having another tool to select them
is important.

“There is no question that
dairymen everywhere whether
thay are a registered breeder or a
commercial milk prducer are
looking for the same basic type
cow,” he said. “They want a cow
that’s easy to work with, that
requires a limited amount ofmain-
tenance, and has proven produc-
tion over an extended period of
time. It should be our goal as an
Association and as a breed to help
dairymen in this country and worl-
dwide breed a more profitable
cow, and I think A-Values will be
a tool to do that”
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