
Burcucumber Is a summer annual broadleaf weedthat is related to the common garden cucumber. It is
characterized by its pentagon-shaped leaves, long
vines, and spiny seed clusters. It causes lots of prob-
lems for corn growers.
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Burcucumber is becoming a
serious weed problem for Pen-
nsylvania producers.

Originally found along
streambanks and other damp,
shady areas, burcucumber is
beginning to aggressively
invaderiver bottom and upland
fields across the Northeast

In Pennsylvania, burcucum-
ber is most common in the
southeast but is also found in
scattered patches throughout
the state.

Burcucumber is a summer
annual broadleaf weed that is
related to the common garden
cucumber. It is characterizedby
its pentagon-shaped leaves,
longvines, and spiny seed clus-
ters. The individual seeds are
flattened, 1/16 inch long, 1/32
inch wide (similar to a water-
melon seed in size), and have a
hard seed coat.

The hard seed coat com
butes to the prolonged seed dor-
mancy observed with burcu-
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cumber. This long dormancy plants emerging after mid July
means that fields currently often do not produce viable
infested with burcucumber will seed. Vines of mature plants
have a viable seed reservoir in have been observed more than
the soil and a burcucumber 20feet in length spanning more
problem for many years. than six com rows. Because of

In Pennsylvania, burcucum- this aggressive growth habit,
ber emerges from early May burcucumber significantly
through mid August, although (Tum |o p-fl#
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