N.E. Pa. Open Space Conference Set

WILKES-BARRE (Luzemne
Co.) — An upcoming conference
is to address new and creative
ways to preserve and maintain
community open spaces in north-
eastern Pennsylvania.

On Friday, March 22, “Crea-
tung Opportunities for Communi-
ty Open Space” will bring
together local planners, conserva-
tion groups, developers, and
natural resource professionals for
a luncheon at noon, followed by
an afternoon conference.

Award winning author, lecturer
and rural town planner Mr. Ran-
dell Arendt of Natural Lands Trust
Inc. will be returning to the area to
discuss ways to develop a
community-wide open space net-
work and techniques that can
improve the appearance and vitali-
ty of local downtowns.

Other presenters include How-
ard Grossman of the Economic
Development Council of North-
castern Pennsylvania, discussing
the newly formed Northeast Pen-
nsylvania Conservancy; Steve
Pitoniak of the Lackawanna
County Regional Planning Com-
mission explaining how the
comprehensive plan for the Lack-
awanna Valley will try to preserve
open space; Beth Pilling of the
Montgomery County Planning
Commission discussing the $10
million they are spending to pre-
serve open space; and Bemnie
McGurl of the Lackawanna River
corridor Association and Annette
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Schultzdiscussing the develop-
ment of a 40-mile trail that will
follow the river from Scranton to
Carbondale.

“Creating Opportunities for
Community Open Spcae” is to be
held at the Holiday Inn in Dun-
more from 12 p.m. until about 5
p.m. and include a buffet luncheon
and a full packet of written mater-
ial as part of the $15 registration
fee.

This conference is sponsored by
the Northeast Pennsylvania Com-
munity Tree Association in coop-
eration with the Lackawanna
County Regional Planning Com-
mission, Penn State Cooperative
Extension, DCNR, Natural Lands

Trust, the Pennsylvania Urban and
Community Forestry Council, the
Lackawanna River Corridor Asso-
ciation, Lackawanna County-
Conservation District, and the
U.S. EPA.

This project is supported by
funds provided by the USDA
Forest Service, Northeastern
Areas, State and Private Forestry
and with the assistance of the
Morrris Arboretum of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and the Pen-
nsylvania Bureau of Forestry.

For a registration flyer or furth-
er information call Penn State
Cooperative Extension at
(717)825-1701 or the Lackawan-
na County Regional Planning
Commission at (717)963-6400.

Berks Volunteers Offer
Garden Seminars

LEESPORT (Berks Co.) —
The first of four Berks County ex-
tension garden seminars, “Soil
Testing - Does Your Soil Have
What It Takes?”, will be held
March 21 at 7 p.m. at the River
Road Recreation Building.

The seminars will be presented
by Master Gardener Volunteers of
the Berks County Extension Of-
fice of Penn State. The cost for the
seminar will be $5.

Topics to be discussed include
the importance of nufrients, pH,
and soil testing, as well as how to
read a soil test and fertilizer label.

Call the Muhlenberg Township
Parks and Recreation Department
at (610) 929-1503 to register.

Everyone is welcome, however
the class size will be limited, and
registration is on a first-come,
first-served basis.
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tully see some better times ahead.”

During the course of his presen-
tation, Muller offered ways to
reduce costs and become more
efficient producers of milk.

“The economic facts,” Muller
said, “are that milk prices have
been stable until fairly recently,
when we’ve seen some improve-
ment. Our input costs are increas-
ing. That means our margins are
decreasing, which means for all of
you the cost of living is a little bit
tighter.”

He suggested for future compe-
titiveness, dairy farmers should
look at ways to decrease costs.

Among other things, Muller
noted that you could try to improve
production management, improve
business management, use the
tools that are available for finan-
cial management, and use the tools
and technology that are available,
such as BST or intensive grazing.

“Many of you have heard of a
fairly famous football coach at
Penn State who says if you do the
little things right, the big things
will take care of themselves,”
Muller noted.

In gaining competitiveness,
dairy farmers must better manage
all the resources on the farm
including land, labor, cattle and
management.

“How can we better utilize those
resources?” Muller asked.

Changes can also be considered
in the feeding program especially
by considering by-products, mak-
ing sure you're feeding the best
forage to the top producing cows,
and reducing waste.

Other keys are to use DHIA

records, test feed regularly and
balar. ¢ rations accordingly, use
the scafe carefully and analyze the
mix when feeding a total mixed
ration, and consider buying com-
modities in bulk.

Setting up an intensive grazing
system is also a possibility for the
coming months.

“I know some of your in this
room are doing some grazing,”
said Muller. “Maybe some more of
you are thinking about it. The feed
costs are the biggest costs. Grazing
systems are a component of the
forage system. It does require dif-
ferent management and there’s no
guarantee that there will be a posi-
tive impact, but it’s something to
consider. Basically, intensive
grazing is managing cows and pas-
ture to optimize the production of
both.”

In addition to the main presenta-
tions, producers also had the
opportunity to attend a breakout
session on pesticides lead by
County Extension Agent Mark
Madden. One core and one categ-
ory point were offered to those
who listened to his two presenta-
tions, “What’s new for 1996 in
weed control materials?” and
“Integrated pest management for
corn.”

The programs were well
attended, according to Bradford
County Ag. Agent Tom J. Malo-
ney, who estimated attendance to
be more than 300.

“It was a successful day,” said
Maloney. “We try to add some-
thing new cvery year. This year it
was the skin cancer screening.
Next year we’ll try to have hearing
screening. We try to get the whole
family involved.”
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« Special top-vents create a
natural draft * Burns wood or coal
» Cast Iron Doors & Grate*Exterior
handle for clean shake-down
Optional Electric Fan for

the maximum heat circulation

DS/316 Stainless
Chimney Liners
Also Available

* All DS Stoves have hot air (or hot water) regulators
¢ All DS Stoves have cast iron doors and grates
* All DS Stoves have exterior shaker handle for dust-free shake down

... For New Construction Why Not
Examine The "Chimtek Difference.”

Has More To Offer

Produce More Nutrients Per Acre!

» Produces a more nutritious feed stuft
with a better nutrient balance for
your livestock

- Realize a greater net return on
your investment

+ Program can be integrated with your
present dry or hquid fertiizer

« Improved quantity yield/acre along with
improved nutnent yield/acre

Efficiency Is The Key To Profit!

We test your soil and make
recommendations as to needed
nutrients, based on:

» The capacity of your soil to produce

» The genetic production potential of
your crop.

« The type of livestock you are feeding.

Chimtek Inner Liners are madeof
volcanic pumice and high-
tempertature refractory cements,
Its round shape provides even
temperature inside flue and con-
tributes to efficient flow of smoke
and flue gasses The volcanic
punice in Chimteck liners adds
considerable insulating value.
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« CSA Liquid Micro Nutrients - Organic Blends

Manufacturers of
Seven Lick Dutch Country Brand Fertilizers

All three chimneyliner systems distributed by DS Machine Shop
are of super design, super performance, and super value. With all
their advantages these chimney systems often cost no more than
ordinary chimneys. Write or call us for more specific liner
information.

Telephone (330) 893-2732
Tolt Free 1-800-544-7122 (In Ohio)
Toll Free 1-800-368-6692 (Outside Ohio)
Fax (330) 893-3317

Symo-Life, Inc.

- 3507 US 62
Millersburg, Ohio 44654




