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development.

Forgey believes it is important
to leave about 3 inches of plant
residue to allow for rapid
regrowth. The calves are kept in a
separate grazing system to provide
improved early development.

Gradually, Forgey is adjusting
to seasonal dairying. They transi-
tioned the herd to March and April
freshing and, with all the calves
coming in a two-month period, can
run them in one group all the way
to freshening.

One successful approach is to
feed calves milk in groups of 15 on
barrels which have nipples
attached to hoses which bring the
milk up from the bottom. This
seems to eliminate scours. Forgey
indicated they have not had a case
of scours in two years, raising
about 75 calves each year.

This seasonal freshing system
allows Forgey to dry the entire
herd all at once and have an
extended time to do routine main-
tenance to the milking facility.

Excess forage is harvestied from
paddocks in May, June, and July in

In April 1992, David Forgey, columnist for Hoard’s Dairy-
man and grass-based seasonal dairyman, began grazing
his (now 150 cow) milking herd. Since then, he’s sold his
TMR mixer and all the regular equipment used in conven-
tional dairying and totally converted his farm to grazing.

SOYBEAN ROASTING

the form of dry hay or round bale
silage. The bales are triple-
wrapped with 2.mil white plastic

and stored outside where they are
fed in the non-grazing months.
In grazing, it is important to be
careful about mixtures (not to
combine red clover and grazing-
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type alfalfa). Also, grazing mana-
gers should periodically walk the
ficlds to determine when pasturu
will be ready.

Grazing requires a greater deal
of management than conventional,
confinement dairying, according
to the dairyman. But the rewards in
more consistent milk production,
less diseases, a healthier cow, and
low input costs can pay off if done
right.

On Wednesday at the two-day
conference, other topics include
presentations on what type of
watering system is needed, fencing
requirements, how to maintain
paddocks and lanes, and other

ways 10 ““fine-tune’’ the entire
grazing season, including hot sca-
son grazing and raising calves and
beef on pasture.

Also, on Monday, Tom Calvert,
sheep producer from Somerset
County, was honored for his work
with extension and SCS with the
1995 Pasture Management Spe-
cialist of the Year Honor. The
award was formerly announced at
the national meeting of the Natural
Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS), formerly SCS, in Wichi-
ta, Kan. At the grazing conference,
Duane Pysher, grassland manage-
ment specialist with NRCS, pre-
sented the award.

Remain Flexnble And Realize Profits With Grazing

Lamb Marketing Workshop Set

LANCASTER (Lancaster Co.)
— The Lancaster County Sheep
and Wool Growers’ Association
and Penn State Cooperative Ex-
tension present “Marketing Your
Lambs,” a workshop on Tuesday,
March 12, at 7:30 p.m. at the New
Holland Sales Stables.

Marketing is always a topic of
importance to anyone in the live-
stock business.

Ken Smoker, manager of the
sheep, goat, and calf division of

New Holland Sales Stables will
enlighten lamb producers about
current market conditions, various
ethnic consumers, acceptable
lamb grades, and opportunitics for
the sheep producer.

Smoker has a vast amount of
experience in marketing sheep and
goats to a huge population on the
castern seaboard.

For more information, call the
Lancaster Cooperative Extension
office at (717) 394-6851.

ON YOUR FARM

Petersheim’s Cow Mattresses

Rubber Filled Cow Mattresses

117 Christiana Pike (Route 372)
Christiana, PA 17509

The Answer to Cow Comfort
* Fits Any Stall

¢ Reduces Bedding Costs
* Polypropylene Bag Filled with Rubber

PUT “VALUE" IN YOUR GRAIN AND
NEVER LEAVE THE FARM

* We Roast Your Beans
» Avoid Trucking Expenses

= Avoid Dacking
Nutritional Value;

* Increased Palatability

* Uniform Golden Appearance

» Cooling for Inmediate Storage Available
ONLY WE CAN GIVE YOU “FLAME-KISSED"” QUALITY

* Sewn Every 4" To Prevent Shifting
» Easier For Cows To Get Up And Down
*NEW! Non-woven 50 oz.

Top Cover - Less Abrasive

[ ALSO: Custom Loop Stalls For Existing Barns |
INSTALLATION AVAILABLE. CALL FOR DETAILS

SAM PETERSHEIM 610-593-2242

C.S. Supply
RD 1, Mill Hall, PA 17751
717-726-6760
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e STOVES « HAMMOCKS ¢ GAS GRILLS
o PATIO FURNITURE & MUCH MORE.

Horst Grain llonﬂng
3040 Penns Grove Rd.
Lincoln University, PA
(Chester Co.) (610) 869-8834

RD 3, Lewisburg, PA
m 7) 568-1420

Custom Built Farm Buildings
Designed To Your Needs

AGRI-INC.

Dairy Complex Free Stall Barn Interior

Let Our Experience Work For You
| » Site Layout e Building Design * Construction |

SAMSONITE AND TELESCOPE
PATIO FURNITURE

Hearth Products « Gas Grills + Casual Fumiture

] * Dairy Complexes And * Horse Stall Barns » Workshop And Machinery * Timber Column Building = Tl
Replacement Stock Facilites  And Riding Arenas Storage Buildinas For Light Commercial E]] % 906 E. Main St. (Rt. 322) Ephrata, PA
MEMBER 'Serving The !‘T’ 1 Block East of Re. 222
4 AGRI - INC. m corucion Protmaicnais Agriculture Industry (717) 7334973
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Mon., Tues., Wed. 10 to 6; Thurs,, Frl. 1010 8; Sat. 10 to 4

151 E. Farmersville Road, Ephrata, PA 17522 . (71 7) 354-4271




