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have air conditions in N.C. how-
ever, that make it hard to grow an
early variety. And they have simi-
lar disease problems as growers
here.

The earlier, the better. It shows
up in bow much growers can
obtain for theircropif availablefor
consumers early in June. Growers
a few years back were paid about
$5O per bushel for the eulier crop.

For N.C. growers (many who
produce about 5-10 acres of fresh
table crop), die best way to get
good production is to have a
“good, luge, healthy plant in the
field,” said Gardener.

Most seeds are germinated
about Feb. 20-25 and transplants
are placed in the field from April
5-10. Using a system of luge
plants that have already flowered
has enabledthe growers to get ear-
ly production.

North Carolina Stale University
is known for the development of
the “Mountain” varieties of fresh
market tomato, including Moun-
tain Spring and Mountain Fresh.

Work began in the 1980 s to
develop a variety that could tol-
erate cooler orhotter growingcon-
ditions.promote uniform ripening,
and work on obtaining a desired
glossy fruit. Importantly, “grow-
ers want big fruit that’s what
they can get money for,” said
Gardener.

Most euliness in tomatoes is
based on early flowering.

As aresult, more work is under
way in determining how to get a
shortened fruit maturation (SFM)
cycle, which is the decrease in
number ofdays from flowering to
when fruit starts to ripen.

Gardener showedseveral variet-
ies that showed great promise on
SFM development Many were
crossed with earlymaturingcherry
tomatoes. Thekey was to combine
the genes ofthe SFM varieties with
the large fruit set varieties and
keep the SFM characteristics in
line.

After obtaining the genetic line.
Gardener admitted he was
impressedwith the fact that a good
tasting tomato was also obtained.

Research also examined some
of the cull factors of tomatoes
those characteristics that resulted
in culled tomatoes. They included
the primary factor, rough blossom
scar, and fruit cracking. Manyvar-
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Thermostat has sealed molded plastic
case with all exposed metal parts of
stainless steel. Intended for applications
that need rugged weatherproof heating

or cooling control.
Available with cord set.
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'{.// Or '-*1PThe Purafire heater
provides a consistent,
cleanburning and fuel
efficientsource of
warmth for all types of
poultry and swine
houses. With near
100%efficiency, it uses
less energy to yield greater BTUs
for your money.Choose from two models: the
CBOM variable output (40,000 - 80,000BTUH)
and the C225 (225,000 BTUH). Each is LP or
natural gas compatible and can be mounted
inside or outsideyour confinementhouse.

Hi-Lo Livestock Thermometer
lows “at a glance” the lowest and
|hest temperatures since the last reset
is the present temperature.

Woven wire is generally
used for hog flooring but

not limited to this use.
Elevator fencing, fork
truck safety cages, wire
truck tailgates, etc. can

also be made from the same construction. Call for your
specific job needs.

Creep Pad Double
Pigs stay warm, dry and
comfortable on this blar
rubber creep mat.
It absorbs radiant
heat while blocking
draftsthrough floors
and provides insulation.
Soft ribbed surface provides
excellent traction for baby pigs.
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MedicatorThis medicator
accurately meters
antibiotics,
coccidiostats, drugs,,
disinfectants, sulfas,
vaccines, wormers,
vitamins, fertilizers
or chemical additives into
livestock and poultry
drinking water or into
irrigation systems.

One of the best, most
reliable, trouble-free and
easy-to-use medicators.

Replacement Parts Available for All Brands of Mcdicators
Full Line of Parts in Stock For Your
Poultry and Hog Needs

Hours: Mon thruFri 7 - 5
Sat 7:30 -12 Noon
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What Will Be Tomorrow’s
ieties were developed with good
resistance to fruit cracking, but die
blossom scars are still a challenge.

Varieties were developed for
other characteristics, as well,
including high temperature stress,
better vine-ripening, resistance to
foliar diseases such as early and
late blight and fusarium wilt, and
extended shelf life. The foliar dis-
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ANDY ANDREWS
Lancaster Farming Staff
CARUSLE (Cumberland Co.)
The chairman of the United

SoybeanBoard (USB) was clearin
his intentions: find out exactly
what the return on soybean dollar
investment is.

John Becherer, CEO of the
United Soybean Board, told pro-
ducers at Tuesday’s Pennsylvania
Crops Conference that the board
has undertaken its own fact-
finding mission, with the aid of
Texas A&M University, to find

• Low flow rate and low pressure loss
• Maximum (80 PSI) & minimum {2 PSI)
operating pressure

• Long life accuracy
• Even medication flow & easy cleaning

410 East Lincoln Avenue, Myerstown, PA 17067 |flP| fflQ
717-866-7565 . 1-800-845-3374. FAX 717-866-6233

Lancaster Farming. Saturday, February 3, IW6-A23

Tomato Plant?
ease challenges weremet in sever-
al popular varieties, including
Mountain Supreme and Mountain
Fresh. The biggest concern is still
early and late blight.

Some growers return to the
fieldson a 5-day scheduleto battle
early blight And this gets expen-
sive. As a result varieties were

developed to cut the application
frequencies to every 10 days.

Work isunderway alsoon deve-
lopingcompact plant types, which
allow spreading on a mulch row
without staking. This compact
growth system is still being
researched and could be close
enough economically to the staked
system to be viable.

Examine Return On
Checkoff Dollar Investment

out what the return on soybean
checkoff dollars is for the produc-
ers, and share that information
with producers.

The informationwouldbe avail-
able to producers in about one
year, said Becherer.

About 60 producers were on
hand at the soybean portion of the
Pennsylvania Crops Conference in
Carlisle to hear the long-range
strategic plan of the USB.

The goal of the organization,
raise the totalU.S. soybeanexports
to 60 percent of the world market.
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and market about 350 million
bushels of soybeans per year to
other parts of the world, including
the southeast Asian rim countries.
Also, a part of the plan involves
increasing new uses of soybeans
by 300 millionbushelsper year by
die year 2005, of which would be
an increase in utilization of U.S.
domesticmarket shareof soybeans
by 150 million bushels. The board
plans to evaluate new uses of soy-
beans through research and
promotion.
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Standard Heights For Gates & Fencing:
• 38” High - 4 Bar • 48” High - 5 Bar • 54” High - 6 Bar

%(t Qates & fencing 9dade Of 1.9" Outside 'Diameter
Migli yield Steel 'Tilling zvitfi 13 Qa. 1 ihfP

>P’S BARN EQUIPMENT INC
5935 OLD PHILADELPHIA PIKE, GAP, PA 17527

PHONE: 717-442.8134 • FAX 717 442-3112

SALES & SERVICE

At COCALICO EQUIPMENT ....

• We Oo:
Horizontal
Road Boarin<
for Different
Applications

HAVE DRAINAGE PROBLEMS?
• We Can Help Improve Land Use and Efficiency

• We are equipped to handle any site work needs
....

Building Pads, Manure Storage, Land Clearing,
Etc.

• We Sell Pipes and Fittings
All Sizes andKinds - Check Us Out!

Call For Details

€ COCALICO EQUIP. CO.^
FARM DRAINAGE A EXCAVATING '

323 REINHOLDS RD., DENVER, PA 17517 PH: 717-336-3808
717-738-3794
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