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IS BIGGER
BETTER?

Roland M. Leach, Jr.
Professor Of
Poultry Science

Recently, Jeremy Rifkin was on
the Penn State Campus to deliver a
lecture on “The Decline of the
Global Economy.”

That is not the topic of this arti-
cle but rather one of Mr. Rifkin’s
previous causes — the use of
biotechnology in agriculture.

His primary goal was to prevent
the use of biotechnology-derived
products such as the use of BST to
enhance milk production in dairy
COWS,

A similar theme will be dis-
cussed at the conference sponsored
by the Agricultural Directorate of
the European Commission. The
intent of this conference is to
review the use of growth-
promoting substances in animal
husbandry.

The above conference will deal

New Shape

The difference is the shape of
the feeder’'s trough (at right).
ULTRAFLO 1I's higher trough
lip reduces feed waste by
keeping it in the trough and
not on the floor or in the pit. ‘
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very little with poultry since ster-
oids and hormones are not used to
enhance the performance of poul-
try. That’s the good news. The bad
news is that we don’t need growth-
enhancing substances due to the
success of our genetic sclection
programs.

This point is apparent in a recent
report from North Carolina State
University. These researchers
determined the relative contribu-
tion of genetic selection and
advances in nutrition on the perfor-
mance of broilers.

Contemporary feeding prog-
rams and broiler strains were com-
pared with those in use 35 years
ago. Improved nutrition accounted
for an increase of 18 percent in per-
formance. On the other hand,
genetic seléction resulted in birds
that grew three and one-half times
faster than those of 35 years ago.

This emphasizes the fact that the
poultry industry has been able to
make great strides in improving
performance through genetic
selection. One of the reasons that

growth-enhancing drugs are not
used is that they are not very effec-
tive or useful to the poultry indus-
try. Further, the downside of the
progress attained by genetic selec-
tion has been the increase in the
incidence of metabolic disorders
associated with rapid growth rate.

For example, in the North Car-
olina study, the “old fashioned”
chicken had an incidence of tibial
dyschondroplasia of 1.2 percent:
This is in contrast to 49 percent
incidence of the “modem” chicken
fed modern diets. Half of this
increase in tibial dyschondroplasia
could be attributed to the
“improved” nutrition associated
with modern broiler feed.

The Right Choice
in broiler feeders

eed broilers and pullets your way! Asthe

world leader in poultry feeding systems,
Chore-Time offers you the best choices in
feeders. You will love what our newest feeders
-~the Model C2™ and Model H2™—do for you.

Features include (1) labor-saving Patented
Feed Windows that open to let chicks eat from
day one—without additional feed on paper or
“lids”, (2) feed-saving features like easy feed
adjustment settings, and (3) cost-saving all-
M. plastic designs with Chore-Time Warranty.

Pick a Chore-Time feeding

lud-

ing our rugged feed bins and Genuine Chore-
Time FLEX-AUGER® Feed Delivery System,
plus ventilation—and you know you've made
the Right Choice—because it's from Chore-

Time, the leader!
CHORE-TIME EQUIPMENT

Milford, Indiana

The Right Choice
in cage feeders

hore-Time's popular ULTRAFLO® Cage

Feeding System is now even more out-
standing! We've developed and tested the
second generation of ULTRAFLO feeders and
named it the ULTRAFLOw .

ULTRAFLO 11 offers you even greater
reliability, durability, and outstanding feed-
saving performance—up to 1 gram of feed per
bird per day—over the original ULTRAFLO.
And even the original ULTRAFLO was beating .
our competitors in feed savings!

So, join the cage feeding leader. Contact
us today. Pind out how Chore-Time and
ULTRAFLO Il can help you be a leader, too!

CHORB-TIME CAGE SYSTEMS

Milfe

SEE US AT THE PA FARM SHOW
JAN. 6-11 — MAIN FLOOR 514-516

Authorized QZEED. master distributor since 1982 .

The above observation brings
me to the final point of this discus-
sion. Although the poultry indus-
try does not rely on drugs and hor-
mones to enhance performance, it
is beginning to be attacked for the
success of its genetic selection
programs.

" Animal welfare activists would
like to see restrictions on selection
for growth rate coupled 'with
increased emphasis on selection

for the absence of metabolic dis-
eases such as tibial dyschondropla-
sia and ascites. In fact, slow-
growing broilers are now being
marketed in Francé and the United
Kingdom for consumers with wel-
fare and culinary concemns.

It will be interesting to see
whether this trend will be adopted
by the poultry industry in the
United States where it has been a
tradition that “bigger is better.”
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WE HAVE THE ANGLE
ON BLADES.

REAR BLADES

¢ 17 models i 6 senes — from 48" t0 120" widths

¢ 20 hp to 150 hp

¢ Heavy duty rolled moldboard

¢ All models feature adjustable angle; some have tilt and

offset capabilities
Heavy-duty A-frames

The Land Pride family . .. quality from the ground up.

Pennsylvania

Bangor Implement
6 Fhcksville Road
Bangor, PA 18013
610-588-5922

Betts Equipment
3139 Windy Bush Road,Rt 232
New Mope, PA 18938
215-598-7501

C.B. Hoober &
Son, Inc.

Main Street
Intercourse, PA 17534
717-768-8231

Cannonsburg Supply
& Equipment Co.
RD 1, Box 247
Cannonsburg, PA 15317
412-746-2500

Deerfield Ag &
Turf Center, Inc.
RR 2 Box 212
Watsontown, PA 17777
717-538-3557

Detlan
?ulpment Inc.
141 East Main St.
Silverdale, PA 18962
215-257-5177

Dunkle & Grieb, Inc
RR 2, Box 14

Centre Hall, PA 16828
814-364-1421

Eckroth Bros
Farm Equipment
Rd 2, Box 24A

New Ringold, PA 17960
717-843-2131

Hines Equipment
RT. 220, Belwood, PA
814-742-8171

Keller Brothers
R7 Box 405
Lebanon, PA 17042
717-949-6501
1950 Fruitvitie Pike
Lancaster, PA 17601
717-569-2500

Lost Creek
implement, Inc.
Route 35, Box 123
Oakland Mill, PA 17076
717-463-2161

M.S. Yearsly & Sons
West Chester, PA
610-696-2990

Marshall
Machinery, Inc.
Route 642
Honesdale, PA 18431
717-729-7117

Nicarry
Equipment Co.
RD 2, Rt. 61, 3 Miles S.
of Leesport, Reading, PA
610-926-2441

Norman D. Clark &

Son, Inc.
Honey Grove, PA
717-734-3682

Pikeville
Equipment Inc.
RD 2, Oysterdale Road
Oley, PA 19547
610-927-6277

Sollenberger’s
qsi ment, Inc.

80 State St.

Everett, PA 15537

814-652

Stoltzfus Farm
Service
Cochranville, PA
610-593-2407

Stouffer Bros Inc.
1066 Lincoln Way West
Chambersburg, PA 17201
717-263-8424

Thomas L. Duniap
Rt. 220, Main St. Exit
Jersey Shore, PA 17740
717-398-1391

Tractor Parts Co.
335 Central Road

Bloomsburg, PA 17815
717-784-0250

Tnple H

g Fpment Inc.
2368 Robert Fulton Hwy.
Peach Bottom, PA 17563
717-548-3775

Frank Rymon & Sons, Inc.
RD 3, Box 355

Caldwell Tractor &

8ulgment Inc.
48 Route 46

Northeast Agri Systems, Inc.
Flyway Business Park Store hours Mcn -Fri 7 30t0 4 30

139A West Arrport Road Sot 800 fo Noon
Lititz, PA 17543 24 Hr 7 Day Repair Service

Washington, N.J. 07882
908-689-1464

&q FEDERALSBURG, MD.

305 UNIVERSITY AVE,
(Formerly Long Lumber)
1-800-735-6361
STORE HOURS:

Fairfield, N.J. 07006
201-227-8772

Rodio Tractor Sales

Northeast

Mou e Cund

Warren County Service Center

Ph (717 5692702 . ﬁ 730 AM-A30 P North White Horse Pike 228 Route 94
i ) ) onday-Fridey Hammonton, N J. 08037 Blairtown, N.J.
1-800-673-2580 YO [Bae7| stviii e || fammonon N 9068.362.6916




