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I A column to update hog producers on the *

I Pennsylvania Pseudorabies Eradication Program. I

PSEUDORABIES STATUS
TODAY

Dr. Larry Hutchinson
Extension Veterinarian
Penn State University

For the past IS years,
Pennsylvania pork producers, par-
ticularly those in Lancaster Coun-
ty, have been struggling with an
elusive viral disease pseudora-
bies (PRV). A decade ago. the
tools to cope with PRV were
inadequate, and the pork produ-
cers across the U.S. were uncer-
tain whether eradication of the
disease could be accomplished,
and if it could, was it worth the
effort?

Pseudorabies can cause abor-
tion, stillbirths, baby pig losses
andrespiratory disease in pigs, but
it also can be present in a herd
with no disease signs and only
modest effects on herd productivi-
ty. Some producers felt that con-
trol and eradication efforts were
costing more than living with the
disease.

Today there is broad agreement
across the U.S. that PRV can, and
will be, eradicated from the U.S.
The goal is to eliminate PRV by
the end of the year 2000.

Greater knowledge about the
disease, coupled with new tools
such as gene-deleted vaccines and
blood tests that differentiate
vaccine-strain from disease-strain
antibodies have helped propel the
cleanup program forward.

Tremendous progress has been
made in the past few years. This

progress is measured by number
ofquarantined herds and the status
of each state in a five-stage, pork
producer-directed eradication plan
in which Stage I is the preparatory
stage and Stage V is PRV-free.
Most states are now in the m, IV,
or V. Several of the major pork-
producing states, particularly
lowa, still have quite a few quar-
antined herds, but total number of
herds is dropping steadily (declin-
ing by 27 percent in the past year).

Pennsylvania has 54 herds
under quarantine and is in stage II
of the national program. All states
surrounding Pennsylvania are in a
higher PRV program, providing

an incentive for Pennsylvania to
move into Stage 111to help protect
our markets for both breeding
slock and feeder pigs.
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[HERNIA?!
No hernia is unrepairable, even after
several previous failed attempts. We
specialize in outpatient hernia
repairs, .md most patients are able to
return to full work with-in several
days.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
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217 Harrisburg Ave., Suite 201
Lancaster, PA 17603
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For Pennsylvania to move from

Stage II to Stagem, the number of
quarantined herds mustnot exceed
1 percent of the total number of
herds in the state. That require-
ment was recently met A change
in stale department of agriculture
regulations is necessary to allow
mandatory cleanup of infected
herds.

These rule changes have been
written and public comment
invited. It seems likely that Penn-
sylvania will move into Stage 111
early in 1996and shouldbe ableto
proceed to PRV-free state within
the next two years.

Cleaning up pseudorabies will
be a greatrelief to the poric indus-
try, both to the quarantined herds
and to those producers who want
to avoid exposure to the disease.

We’re not there yet, but the end
is in sight!
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Learn To Control Birds,
Rodents In Dairy Farms

RACINE, Wis.—Donald G.
Livengood ofC.B. Hoober & Son
in Intercourse, Pa., recently com-
pleted a one-week training prog-
ram on servicing Case IH 2100
Series Axial-Flow® combines.

Theprogram is one of23 differ-
ent courses of technical study
offered throughout the year for
Case IH and Case service person-
nel at three dedicated training cen-
ters in North America.

This year, nearly 3,000 people
will complete one or more of the
week-long technical sessions,
which combine hands-on and
classroom training to make sure
dealership technicians are familiar
with the latest methods for fast,
accurate diagnostics and service.

Combine hydraulics/electrical,
the session Livengood attended at
the Case Corporation Service
Training Center in Racine, pro-
vides a comprehensive review of
hydraulic, electronic andelectrical
systems and components featured
in the 2100 Series Axial-Flow
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combines. Special testing, adjust-
ment and calibration procedures
are studied with emphasis on trou-
bleshooting. Attendees are given
extensive opportunity to disas-
semble, inspect and rebuild
components.

“We recognize a customer’s
need for total product support,”
said Amie Oelkers, Case Coipora-
tion manager. North American
service training. “Our training
program helps Case IH dealers
provide the best service possible
in terms of technical proficiency
and professionalism.”

Toward that end, Oelkers noted
that skill-level profiles are deve-
loped at the start of each training
session to determine the current
level of technical product knowl-
3dge for every attendee. Among
other things, the skill-level profile
provides an evaluation ofthe tech-
nician’s improvement and an
opportunity for feedback to the
dealership.
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Dirt and grime unchecked
can become overwhelming.
Left alone it will eventually
contaminate, deteriorate,
and/or destroy your hard
earned investments. You can
find your way through the dirt
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