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Now is the time to begin prepa-
rations for heat stress relief for
your birds.

Why now? You’re probably
saying, ‘The miserable hotweath-
er of this past summer is now his-
tory and we have seven or eight
months before we have summer
weather again” or you may ask,
“Now is the most pleasant timeof
the year with respect to the weath-
er, why do I need to worry about-
heat stress relief?”

I repeat, now is the time to pre-

pare for heat stress relief! If you
don’tdoknow, whenwill you? Do
it now whilethe experiences ofthis
past summer are fresh in your
memory.

If you wait, you will be preoc-
cupied with plowing snow and
thawing frozen pipes within sever-
al months. Then you are going to
be deep into preparing income tax-
es and then working around the
clock at planting season. The next
thing you know, summer is here
and your birds are suffering from
heat stress.

Now is the time! The goalofany
plan to reduce heat stress effects is
to provide an environment condu-
cive to high productive efficiency
for the birds. When under a high
degree of heat stress, a chicken
will reduce feed intake and expend

energy to maintain constant body
temperatore. The expendedenergy
would otherwise be available for
useful production.

As you know, other problems
associated with heatstress in addi-
tion toa decline in rate of gainare
declines in feed efficiency and in
reproductive efficiency and an
increase in disease susceptibility.
Ofcourse, there is always a serious
threat of mortality if the heat
stressingconditionsare notabated.

Before investing lots of dollars
in an expensive fan-and-pad eva-
porative cooling system, there are
many less costly approaches to
consider for reducing the damag-
ing effects of heat stress.

Closely examine your ventila-
tion system. Ventilation involves
removing air from inside the poul-
try house andreplacing it with out-
side air. The ventilation may be
natural (caused by wind and temp-
erature forces) or mechanical
(accomplished by using fans). The
operating efficiency of a ventila-
tion fan can bereduced 30-50per-
cent by the builoup of dust on fan
blades or by shutters that do not
freely operate.

Regardless ofhow well a venti-
lation system has been designed
and installed, the system will not

function properly without mainte-
nance and care. When a ventilation
system is not operating properly,
the results can be pockets of stag-
nant air, high utility expenses,
reduced life and reliability ofven-
tilation equipment, and highrepair
bills.

Maybe your ventilation system,
even when operating at peak per-
formance, is notadequate foryour
poultry house. Now is the time to
develop design modifications for
your ventilation system so that the
changes can be completed before
next May or June.

Discuss the requirements fra*
your desired ventilation systems
with a reputable equipment sup-
plier. Ask your poultry friends
about the improvements they have
made to their ventilation systems
and learn from their successes and
failures.

You may be interested in using a
system involving misting nozzles
or foggers to increase evaporative
cooling within your poultry house.
The requirement for any misting
system to work properly is to have
the ventilation system properly
designed, installed, and main-
tained. Therefore, it is important to
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focus upon appropriate improve-
ments in your ventilation system
before considering a fogging sys-
tem. Again, consult with a reput-
able supplier and other poultry
producers to get the necessary spe-
cifications for a misting system.

Lastly, don't forget about the
building itself. If you are relying
upon natural ventilation, it is
important to have sufficient open
areas in the side and end walls.
You may want to consider mov-
able panels that can be removed in
warm periods and then replaced
during coldperiods in ordertosave
energy. Of course, the use of
retractable curtain systems offers
manypotential benefits for poultry
producers that need to be
considered.

As you think about building
modifications, you cannot think
only about the summer heat stress
relief, but you must also consider
the energy requirements asso-
ciated with heating in the
wintertime.

Now is the time to prepare for
heat stress relief for your birds. If
you don’t do it now, it most likely
will not be done by the time we
experience hot, humid weather
again next June.
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for easy starting and all-position operation 24-inch
blade with atooth pitch of 1.4inches • Two-year lim-
ited oonr

Model FL4II
BACK-PACK

BLOWER
• 40.0 cc (2 HP) two-cycle
Robin engine with solid
state Ignition • Float-type
carburetor • 3-quart fuel
tank • 385 cu. ft. par
minute (188 MPH)
maximum air volume
• Interlocking tubes • Two-
year limited consumer
warranty.

Union Lwwwiw to
JX. Peachy And Sana Lawn Care of PA

WlnHeld, PA 17889 Martlndale, PA
717-860-0468 717-448-4841

Lancaatar Co.
Mascot Sharpening

£ I|lm
434 Newport Rd.
Ronke ( PA 17872

Yo* Co.
■dtim Ton llopolr
WHflhlaylll*, PA 1738*

717>a82*03M

Cumberland Co.
Blue Mountain

Small Engine Repair
Newburg, PA 17240

717-433-8388

ChHlwCa.
Zook Boglnes

Honoy Brook PA 19344
eio-ZTS-aoas

(•-8:30 am)

Lancaster Co.
Horst Repair

East Earl, PA 17519
717-445-8087


