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Congressmen Back Farmland Protection

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Thirty-two congressmen have
signed a letter urging the House
Committee on Agriculture to
make state and local farmland pro-
lection programs a priority in the
1995 Farm Bill.

The congressmen are from Ari-
zona, California, Connecticut,
Delaware, Massachusetts, Mary-
land, Michigan, Minnesota, New
Jersey, New Mexico, New York,
Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Vir-
ginia, and Vermont.

In the letter, the congressmen
say the loss of land threatens the
economic productivity, scenic
open space, watersheds and wild-
life, and tax savings provided by
farmland.

“The nation is losing over 1
million acres of productive farm-
land each year to urban develop-
ment, a loss of topsoil roughly
cquivalent to that being saved by
federal erosion control efforts,”
Slated the congressmen. “A na-
tional problem of this magnitude
deserves national attention. Farm-
ers who have been turned away
from state and local programs be-
cause of a lack of resources de-
serve federal support to help them
mect their goals.”

Edward Thompson*Jr., director
of public policy for American _
Farmland Trust, applauded the
tongressmen for recognizing the
need to step up federal support of
State and local farmland protection
programs. AFT, a national farm-
lind conservation group, today is-

sued a report calling for greater
federal assistance.

“It’s time the federal govern-
ment shifts its conservation priori-
ties somewhat,” said Thompson.
“Although we are paving over as
much soil as we conserve, we are
spending 200 times less on farm-
land protection than soil conserva-
tion. A shift of less than 5 percent
of erosion control funds into
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CHAMBERSBURG (Franklin
Co.) — The Franklin County 4-H
Becf Club held a show at the
Franklin County Fair.

The grand champion prize went
to Shawn Meyers of Greencastle
with his 1,090-pound steer and
reserve champion went to Justin
Connor of Chambersburg with his
1,200-pound stcer.

The champion fitter award was
also given 1o Justin Connor and the
champion showman award was
given to Cheryl Hawbaker,
Mercersburg.

Other placings arc as follows:

NOVICE CLASS

Fuung: Shawn Meyers 1st, Jodie Meyer 2nd,
Maria Motzler 3rd

Showing: Jodie Meycrs 131, Maria Metzler 2nd,
Micsh Hawbaker 3rd

INTERMEDIATE CLASS

Fiwung: Justin Conner 1st, Matt Hawbaker 2nd,
Jordon Conner 3rd

Showmng: Jusun Conner 1st, Cassie Lowans
2nd, Matt Hawbaker 3rd

JUNIOR CLASS

Fuung: David Grove 1st, immy Clapsaddie

d

Showing: David Grove 1st, immy Clapsaddle

USDA’s Farm for the Future pro-
gram would double the states’ ca-
pacity to protect soil from urban
sprawl.”

Thompson said other congres-
sional representatives and virtual-
ly all U.S. senators remain uncom-
mitted. “Most haven’t heard from
their constituents,” he said. “Yet,
stronger local and state farmland
protection programs are clearly

f Show At
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SLENIOR CLASS

Fuung. Chad Grove 1st, Cheryl Ilawbaker 2nd

Showing: Cheryl llawbaker 1st, Chad Grove
nd

CONFORMATION CLASSLS

LIGUT WEIGHT

Jordon Conner 1st, Jusun Conner 2nd, Aaron
{latman 3rd

MEDIUM WEIGHT

Jason Metzler 1st, Enn Dufficld 2nd, Cassic
Lowans 3rd

LIGHT HEAVYWEIGHT

Shawn Meyers 1st, Mana Mctzler 2nd, Chnst-
opher Dufficld 3rd

MEDIUM HEAVYWLIGHT

Jodh Meyers 1st, Chad Grove 2nd, Kevin Stahl

3rd

IILAVYWEIGHT

Jusun Conner 1st, Matt Ilawbaker 2nd, Jordon
Conner 3rd

The club would Like to give a big thank you to
those who sponsorcd the show.

Grand Champion laque — Conner'’s Automo-
uve Recyeling Emp Chambersburg

Rescrve Champion Plaque — Smuth's Imple-
ments John Decre Equipment, Mercersburg

Champion Fiuer Plaque — Stahl’s Livestock
{lauling, Mercenburg

Champion Shower Plaque — Dean and Nancy
Mcyers

Weght Class Champion Trophies — Roben
McCulloh Excavaung, Greencastle

Fuuing Trophios — Robert Fnese Bus Trans-
portation, Mercersburg

Showing Trophies — H.R. Cordell Sons
Plumbing & lleating, Mercersburg

something that would benefit their
districts or states.

“This is not too much to ask,”
Thompson said, “to protect a re-
source as critical as the farmland
around our cities, where most of
the nation’s fruits and vegetables
are grown and where open space,
wildlife habitat and watersheds
should remain undeveloped.”

Thirty-two congressmen from

Arizona, California, Connecticut,
Delaware, Massachusetts, Mary-
land, Michigan, Minnesota, New
Jersey, New Mexico, New York,
Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Vir-
ginia and Vermont have signed a
letter urging the House Committee
on Agriculture to make state and
local farmland protection pro-
grams a priority in the farm bill.
Others remain uncommitted.
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Franklin County Beef Show winners. From left, Judge,

Larry High; Champilon fitter, Justin Conner; and Champion

Shower, Cheryl Hawbaker.



