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Jay and Eyvonne Shaffer, Somerset RD 5, pose on a big tractor inside the garage
of the Somerset Farm Equipment Company, which they own. Besides being a dairy
farmer and overseeing the 800-acre Loyetta Farms, Jay Is an ordained minister.
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13, the pastor nullified the early
predictions of those who told him,
“You can’t be a full-time student
and a farmer at the same time.”
“I wanted to be a minister from
when I was 13,” recalls Jay, who
milks the 100 Loyetta Farm Hol-
steins weekday mornings and on
alternate Sunday mornings.

the church. It gives me a better un-
derstanding of their problems and
their frustrations,” he says.

“I use the time I spend milking
and driving the tractor for thinking
and meditating on what I’ve been
reading or reflecting.” So Loyet-
ta’s 800 acres harvest more for the
Lord than mere grain and edibles

two computer centers In his office, one for the farm and
one for the church. Jay has a Greek textbook and an eight-
translation Bible to enhance his studies.

and his dad, Lloyd Shaffer, be-
came partners on April 1, 1973,
By that time the older Shaffers
(Ethel is his mother) had given the
place its distinctive title by com-
bining their first names.

That year Jay graduated from
Penn State on March 24 and mar-
ried Eyvonne the next day, March
25.

He thought he would teach high
school ag. In fact, his year of stu-
dent teaching was done under ag
teacher Doyle Paul, at the Berlin
-Brothersvalley High School.

By 1986, Lloyd retired and the

which had comprised some two-
thirds of the entire herd.
(Turn to Page B14)
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“We have more workers around
here then a normal farm because
of the equipment business,” inter-
jected Eyvonne, " Woodstown, NJ
Jay’s philosophy of farming ,
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Farmer and preacher Jay Shaffer of Somerset RD 5, has  aher than on the registered cows |




