
Plants Conditioned
For Dry Shade

and shrubs intoremaining subsoil,
and select trees that survive in less
desirable soils. Highly competi-
tive trees, like Norway Maple,
survive by having a shallow root
system that sucks up all the sur-
rounding soil, water, and leaves.
These trees shade out competing
plants. This condition is calleddry
shade. Here is a list of plants that
survive in dry shade:

•Acanthus hungaricus is an
architectural plant with long deep-
ly cut leaves with mauve-pink
flowers in June.

•Arum italicum “Pictum” has
broad, spear-shaped leaves

Farm woodlots often contain
laige trees, a canopy of smaller
trees, a layer of shrubs and a rich
forest floor of herbaceous plants.
Why does this dry shade work in
nature but not in the home garden?

First, the natural forest has had
many years to build a layer ofrich
topsoil and humus from the
decomposition of literally tons of
leaves, plant parts and other
organisms. A healthy forest is a
combination of a variety of spe-
cies that coexist in harmony.

In suburbia, we replant trees
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marbled with veins of grey that
emerge in autumn, persist during
the winter and disappear in sum-
mer. Stout 18-inch stalks support
columns of glossy, orange-red
berries that last through the
summer.

•Epimedium cantabrigiense is
an eight inch tall perennial with
olive-green foliage and light yel-
low flowers withreddish margins.

•Epimedium grandiflorum
“Lilafee" produces long-spurred
lavender-violet flowers that rise
through purplish new foliage in
early spring.

•Epimedium youngianum
‘Niveum’ has small heart-shaped
leaflets borne on a 10-inch wiry
stem. Pure white flowers open in
late April or early May.

•Equisetum scirpoides is often
used as a bog or water garden
plant, but it adapts well in dry
shade. Evergreen 8-inch tall thin,
jointed stems give it the appear-
ance of bamboo.

•Fargesia nitida is a clump-
forming bamboo with black
stems, purple culms (joints) and
soft evergreen foliage with an
arching habit that reaches 8 feet.

•Geranium ‘Biokovo’ is a
perennial with light pink, almost
white flowers and excellent, shiny
foliage that turns crimson in the
fall.

•Carex buchananii has
orange-red foliage for the entire
year. It grows to a height of 2-3
feet.

•Corydalis ochroleuca is a
dense, bushy plant that reaches IS
inches. It has evergreen, bluish-
green leaves and pale yellow
flowers from May until fall, fol-
lowed by black, glossy seeds.

•Crambe maritima is an
architectural plant that grows to 2
feet. It has large blue, almost
silver leaves that are thick and
toothed. Sprays of white flowers
bloom in June.

•Deutzia gracilus ‘Nikko’ is a
low-growing shrub (15 inches)
with upright clusters of single
white flowers in spring and won-
derful burgundy foliage in fall.

•Dryopteris affinis crispacon-
gests is a delightful fem with
tight, dwarf habit, reminding one
of a condensed version of Cha-
maecyparis shrub. •Helleborus argutifolius is a

textural plant growing to IS
inches, with light green, almost
grey leaves that are veined and
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coarsely toothed along the
margins.

•Helleborus orientalis has
blush white-to-plum flowers with
crimson and maroon spots. Its
evergreen foliage and ability to
seed itself make it a wonderful
groundcover.

•Heuchera ‘Chocolate Veil’
has large, bold, smooth leaves
with patterns of purple and subtle
overtones of silver.

•Heuchera ‘Pewter Veil’ is
semi-evergreen with striking
pewter-silver leaves ahd
embossed black veins.

•Kirengeshoma palmata is an
elegant plantreaching a height of
three feet with large maple-like
leaves and nodding stems of bell-
shaped yellow flowers appearing
in late summer to early fall.

•Polygonatum falcatum ‘Var-
iegatum’ is a choice perennial
boasting green leaves with creamy
white margins and maroon stems.

•Rohdea japonica is a bold
perennial with spear-like leaves
and greenish-white flowers. It
grows to 12 inches and forms axil-
lary clusters at ground level.

•Waldsteinia ternata is a
6-inch perennial with dense, dark,
evergreen foliage and yellow
flowers.

Effi ROBIN ,

HEDGE AND
GRASS iRoWn)

TRIMMERS VC
“As Good As The Best and Better Than The Rest”Ask Any Owner

• 20.3cc(1.1 HP) Iwo-cyde Robin ong’no with solid
state ignition ■ Diaphragm-type carburetor designed
for easy starting and all-position operation 24-inch
blade with a tooth pitch of 1.4 inches • Two-year lim-
jted coi

• 40.2 cc (2 HP) two-cyci
Robin engine with soli
state ignition • Standai
equipment includes 60-inc
interlocking discharge tube
set, mist attachments, static
discharge chain and tool kit • Two-year limited
consumer warranty • Weight 23.4 lbs.

Cheater Co.
Zook Engines

Honey Elrook PA 19344
610-273-3028

(8-8:30 am)

Lancaster Co.
Horst Repair

East Earl, PA 17510
717-448-6657


