
The cows that finished protein records of 770 or more pounds in
June in Lancaster DHIA are listed as follows:
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BOWLING GREEN,
Ky.—Self-examination, unifica-
tion, education, and enforcement
will be the focus for the first
National Youth Livestock Prog-
ram Ethics Symposium to be held
December 1-2 in Las Vegas, Nev.

Following the recent disclosure
of cases of unethical and illegal
activity associated with youth
livestock programs across the
United States, the symposium is a
cooperative effort among several
agriculture entities to bring
national action to the issue.

The Livestock Conservation
Institute (LCI) will serve as the
facilitating organization for the
event which is expected to draw
an attendance of several hundred
people. The mission ofthe sympo-
sium is to provide a forum for
individuals and organizations

involved ip youth livestock prog-
rams and competitive events. Par-
ticipants will have the opportunity
to build consensus on educational
initiatives and enforcement codes
to reduce or eliminate the inci-
dences of unethical and illegal
activities related to youth lives-
tock events.

“While the vast majority of
exhibitors atyouth and open lives-
tock expositions are responsible
stewards of livestock, the actions
of an unethical few individuals
could very well endanger the
future existence of 4-H and FFA-
sponsored livestock programs,”
said Dr. Jeff Goodwin, Texas
Agricultural Extension Service,
who is chair of the Symposium
Planning Committee.

“Until now, these unethical few
have been able to work behind a

curtain of silence provided by a
reticent agricultural community,”
said Goodwin, who also serves as
chair for the LCI Livestock Care
Committee. ‘The consensus must
be established that the livestock
industry will not tolerate illegal or
unethical activity associated with
youth ahd open livestock
expositions.”

According to Cindy Crume, an
officalof the Livestock Conserva-
tion Institute, the Symposium
Planning Committee consists of
representatives from many seg-
ments of animal agricultural
including the American Veterin-
ary Medical Association, the
National FFA Organization, the
Animal Industry Foundation, the
American Farm Bureau Federa-
tion, and theUnited States Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

The National Youth Livestock
ogram Ethics Symposium will;
■Foster self-examination ofcur-

rent practices and procedures util-
ized in the exposition of livestock.

•Provide an opportunity to
organize a unified approach to the
issues surrounding ethics in youth
livestock programs.

•Establish educational initia-
tives for both youth and adults by
promoting existing resources and
incorporating progressive sympo-
sium outcomes.

•Increase awareness of enforce-
ment options and develop a plan
of action for enforcing ethics
codes and established rules and
regulations within events.

The symposium is targeted tow-
ard state FFA and 4-H leaders,
agricultural education instructors,
extension agents, fair and exposi-
tion management professionals,
commodity and farm organization
representatives, agribusiness rep-
resentatives, breed association
representatives, state departments
of agriculture (shows and fairs
personnel), veterinarians, media,
and anyone with an interest in
youth livestock ethics.

For more information concern-
ing the National Youth Livestock
Program Ethics Symposium, con-
tact the Livestock Conservation
Institute at (502) 782-9798.
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