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DENVER, Colo. U.S. Meat
Export Federation (USMEF) offi-
cials were cautiously optimistic
about a proposal from the Euro-
pean Union (EU) to convene a
broad-based conference for the
purpose of reevaluating the EU
ban on beef produced with growth
promotants, or hormones.

EU Ag Commissioner Franz
Fischler made the announcement
at the Tenth WoridMeat Congress
in Denver as the next step in re-
solving the long-standing trade
dispute with the U.S.

“It was significant for the Com-
missioner to acknowledge public-
ly that the hormone ban has be-
come a food safety problem in
Europe,” laid USMEF president
and CEO Philip M. Seng. “Con-
vening a conference to being a
comprehensive, sci-
ence-based perspective
to this issue could be a
positive step in resolv-
ing the ban.”

Seng stressed that the
outcome must be based
on sound science and
not consumer attitudes.
“The scientific data
leaves no question that
government-tested and
approved growth pro-
motants, properly regu-
lated, represent no
health risk whatsoever
to livestock or the pub-
lic,” said Seng.

The use of FDA ap-
proved growth promo-
tants improves the
tenderness of U.S. beef
and increases produc-
tion efficiency by as
much as 20 percent,
which reduces the cost
to consumers. Since the
EU hormone ban went
into effect in 1990, U.S.
beef exports to EU na-
tions have been effec-
tively blocked.

USMEF estimates to-
day’s potential in the EU market
for high-quality U.S. beef at
$3OO-500 million.

Fischler said the conference
will be held this autumn, and that
it would be a balanced assessment
of what will be in the long-term
interest of the meat industry.
Leading scientists will address the

issue during the conference,
which will also be attended by
consumer, producer, and industry
representatives. Members of the
European Parliament will also be
invited.

“There is no dispute about the
overall policy objective, and that
is to protect health and welfare,”
Fischler said. “After the confer-
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ence. I will make up my mind as to
whether there is a need, and to
what extent there are possibilities
for adusting the EU hormone
ban.”

Seng also expressed concern for
the timing of the conference. “I
would like to see the conference
take place much sooner. We’ve
waited long enough for a resolu-
tion to this trade barrier." said
Seng. “We also need to get a date-
certain by which the issue will be
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resolved.”
Fischler’s announcement fol-

lowed remarks by USDA Secre-
tary Dan Glickman. “The pros-
perity of the country depends on
free and open trade.” said Glick-
man. “The United States will not
accept the use of unsound science
torestrict trade.” Glickman added
that the U.S.would not allowfood
safety issues, supported only by
false science, to become the next
generation of trade barriers.

LANDPRIDEd
BUILT TOUGH. SMOOTH CUT.

GROOMING MOWERS
• Air Tunnel design available In 60”, 72” and 90” widths
• Flat Deck design available in 48”, 60” and 72” widths
• Tubular steel chassis absorbs shock
< Four wheel with front roller option
• Floating hitch and swiveling top link

The Land Pride family... qualityfrom the ground up.

Norman D. Clark &

Son, Inc.
Honey Grove, PA
717-734-3682

Pikeville
Equipment fhc.
RO 2, Oysterdale Road
Oley, PA 1£f547
610-927-6277

Sollenberger’s
Equipment, Inc.
80 State St.
Everett. PA 15537
814-652-6990

Stoitzfus Farm
Service
Cochranville, PA
610-593-2407

Stouffer Bros Inc.
1066Lincoln Way West
Chambersburg, PA 17201
717-263-8424

Thomas L. Dunlap
Rt. 220, Mam St. Exit
Jersey Shore, PA 17740
717-398-1391

Tractor Parts Co.
335 Central Road
Bloomsburg, PA 17815
717-784-0250

Nicarry
Equipment Co. Triple H
rd 2, Rt. 61 , 3 Miles s. Equipment, Inc.
ofLeesport, Reading, PA £368 R°bert Fu ]*®n.
610-926-2441 ?“*4MTO

Caldwell Tractor & Frank Rymon & Warren County
Equipment, Inc. Sons, Inc. Service Center
489 U.S. Route 46 RD 3, Box 355 228Route 94
Fairfield, N.J. 07006 Washington, N.J. 07862 Blalrtown, N.J.
201-227-6772 201-689-1464 908-362-6916


