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SRBC Approves Package Of Revised Regulations

BLOOMSBURG (Columbia
Co.)—The Susquchanna River
Basin Commission (SRBC) on
Thursday approved its proposed
package of comprehensive regu-
latory revisions to the non-
consumptive water use provisions.

Nor-consumptive water use
means that the water will be
returned to the basin and not per-
manently lost. The revisions will
make the existing regulations
easier to understand and help
streamline the approval process
for ground and surface water with-
drawal applications in the basin
area,

The regulatory revisions were
initially published as proposed in
the Federal Register in June 1994
and were the subject of nine public
hearings throughout the basin
area, Following the many com-
ments received, the SRBC made
many significant revisions.

“The public hearing process

NEXT

proved to be extremely valuable to
us. In particular, we leamed of the
many concerns from the agricul-
tural community to our initial
proposal and we made the changes
accordingly,” said Paul Swartz,
SRBC executive director.

“In fact, our final regulatory
revisions package was supported
by many agricultural interests,
including PA Farm Bureau, Mary-
land Farm Bureau, PA Dept. of
Agriculture, Maryland Dept. of
Agriculture, PA State Grange, PA
House Agriculture and Rural

Affairs Committee, as well as the
SRBC Agricultural Water Use
Advisory Committee.”

The two substantive revisions
in the package are:

1. all new surface water with-
drawals greater than 100,000 gal-
lons per day must be approved by
the SRBC; and

2. all surface and ground water
withdrawals greater than 10,000
gallons per day must be registered
with the SRBC upon the consent
of the SRBC’s member states.

‘“There are many benefits to the
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registration program. It would
afford existing water users protec-
tion from the heavy competition
new water users sometimes pose.
We strongly belicve thatit is in the
interest of existing users to know
what quantity they currently use
and to protect their sources. The
registration program can help do
exactly that,” said Swartz,

The regulations, which go into
effect immediately, call for many
other changes and improvements
in the administrative and technical
procedures sections.

They include: * Consolidating
the purposes and definitions lan-
guage in one place. ¢ Clarifying
which types of water withdrawal/
use projects require SRBC appro-
val. » Eliminating the requirement
that approved groundwater pro-
jects be reviewed every 5 years. ¢
Establishing a process for SRBC
to notify local media, municipali-
ties and county planning agencies
of pending water withdrawal/use
applications. « Specifying the pro-
cedures for public hearings: « Giv-
ing the SRBC executive director
the authority to initiate temporary
emergency actions. * Requiring
approved projects to be imple-
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is often used when it is across the
bamn floor so that access to the hay
mow is not inhibited.

3. Since there may not be
enough wall space at the fan end of
the barn, a fan room is constructed
in the hay mow. The fans are
mounted in the end of the hay mow
wall and the floor below the fans is
removed, allowing 2- to 2.5-square
feet of opening per 1,000 cfm of
fan capacity. This area is boxed in,
and the air is drawn up from the
stable below and exits through the
fans. Cover the opening with a
sturdy wire mesh as a safety
measure.

4, Keep side wmdows and inlets
closed, in order to produce the
“tunnel” effect.

If you install a unnel ventilation
system properly, you will appreci-
ate the increased comfort for the
cows as well as yourself on those
hot summer afternoons. You will
also see more milk in the tank and
more money in the bank,
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- ||| Working for You - the Farming Community.

* True Ime vanety which matures slmllar to
Williams 82 but has more yield punch.

» Very good emerger that gets off to a fast - Support in excess of a million dollars per year for agricultural land preservation.

- Appointed farmers and agricultural leaders to boards such as the Lancaster
County Planning Commission.

- Fought reassessment law suit filed by Lancaster City, due to concerns of
impact on Lancaster Agricuiture.

- Developed values and calculations to allow you to sign up for Act 319
Preferential Values.

Other counties make their farmers pay for this information - Not Lancaster
County.

- Support your right to farm through the Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan.

- Worked for Statewide passage of tax reform legislation to take burden of
taxation off farmers.
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Show your support for Jim Huber and Terry Kauffman.
Vote in the Republican Primary on May 16th.
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