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Weidman Retires After Lifetime With Pioneer

EVERETT NEWSWANGER
Managing Editor

MOUNT JOY (Lancaster
Co.) — For the young man who at
age 19 won the last official corn
husking contest that was ever held
in Lancaster County, the past 50
years of association with Pioneer
has been one of enjoyment. John
Weidman has announced his
retirement effective the end of this
month,

“Farmers are the best people in
the whole world,” Weidman said.
“They know how to deal with
mother nature and they know what
it is to work with their hands. 1
learned more from them than they
leamed from me.”

In the early days, farmers were
planting 42-inch rows with 12,000
to 14,000 plants per acre. Most far-
mers were planting U.S. 13 and
some were hill-dropping two ker-
nels per hill. Later in the *60s far-
mers began planting in 38-inch
rows, By the *70s farming became
serious business and much more
specilized.

Although farmers were slow to
accept hybrid varieties until they
saw the increased yield now 98
percent of the com grown in the

country is a single cross, With
these new hybrids growers can
expect to pick up at least one or two
bushels per acre each year.

Weidman’s first experience
with Pioneer came when he spent
summers between high school
classes in Indiana at the Pioneer
rescarch farm helping to detassel
corn. Upon graduation in 1945,
Pioneer hired him to work out of
the Mount Joy warchouse where he
had a wide range of duties—
deliveries, manning county and
state fair booths up and down the
East Coast, plot planting, and some
selling.

In 1952, Weidman became an
assistant district sales manager and
a Pioneer sales agent. He became a
district sales manager in 1955 and
was named regional sales manager
in 1957. He was a regional mana-
ger for the eastern division through
the '60s, '70s and '80s. And he was
named area sales manager for the
castern sales arca when it was
created in 1986.

“My greatest satisfaction has
been to watch people suéceed,”
Weidman said “In many cases, I'm

A collection of mechanical devices found around early farm kitchens have a special

working with the third generation interest to John Weidman because they were manufactured In his home town of

(Turn to Page A29)

Mount Joy.

HyTtesT BRAND HYBRID CORN BRINGS YOU

Introducing 21 new products for our 1994-95 lineup! Fight new Hytest Brand
corn hybrids 8 new soybeans, 3 forage grasses plus 2 new alfalfa varieties

¢
New Begimings are allowing us to tap into state of the art research programs
with hetter genetics at our fingertips!

Eight New Cornw Hybrids!
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BEACHLEVHARDY

Our reputation is growing in your fields!

FOR HIGH PERFORMANCE HYRBRID CORN, ALFALFAS,

SOYBEANS AND FORAGE GRASSES,
SEE YOUR LOCAL HYTEST BRAND DEALER
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GENERATORS
Sales % Service x Rentals
* Complete Generator Systems
* PTO * Portables * 2-1600 KW
“We Service It If You Have It
And Sell It If You Need It”

34 W. Mohler Church Rd.
Ephrata, PA 17522

Tel: 717-738-0300
Fax: 717-738-4329

QDScotilar

C-O-M:-P-A-N-Y
GRAIN DIVISION
BUYING AND SELLING

SOFT RED AND WHITE

WHEAT
Picked Up and Delivered Bids
Available -
. Prices Quoted fur Spot or Future
Delivery

Prompt Payment
ASK FOR

BILL KRUEGER
(800) 487-1474

WE WANT TO BUY
YOUR WHEAT




