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Manheim Central Makes Ag Class Mandatory
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course, five days a week, on agri-
culture exploration.

and processing are decided. These
future lawmakers will know that
agriculture is the backbone of our
world—onethat shouldand needs
to be protected.

Ninth-grader Ryan Groff said
that he is probablythe only student
in his class that lives on a farm.
Sometimes he becomes a bit bored
learning the elementary facts of
agriculture since he is so familiar

with the subject, but he believes it
is goodthat students are required
to complete the course.

He enjoys the lab work inter-
grated with the book study. Ryan
plans to take more in-depth ag
courses and foresees a career in
production agriculture. And,
Seibert trys to use his expertise by
having him sharehis perspective in
the classroom.

The introduction to agriculture
is part of the school’s district
strategic planning .called MC
2000.The emphasis is to empower
individuals, through development
of academic and social skills, to

“I lode at farmers differently
now. Before, I thoughtall fanners
did was clean out bams and smell
bad, but now I see they use a lot of
technology,” said a ninth grade
student at Manheim Central High
School.

Another student said, “I’m more
awareofhowfood is used, where it
comes from, and of caring for the
earth.”

The curriculum at Manheim is
one that agricultural-related peo-
ple envision being intergrated in
every school.

Deb Seibert, ag science teacher
and FFA advisor, said one of the
goals ofthe course is to teach stu-
dents howagriculture affectsevery
area of their lives. ,

In the course, students explore
environmental technology, plant
science, animal production, food
processing, and agribusiness.

In a review of plant science,
Seibert asked the students. “How
many ofyou couldhave a career in
plant science?”

Almost every hand in the class-
room went up.

For not only does the
course examine
research in plant muta-
tion and genetics but
alsooccupations thatare

Ryan Groff believes he is the onlyone in his classfrom a
tarm, which gives him a different perspective than most of
his classmates.

linked to it Job titles,
educational require-
ments, technical skills,
and benefits are listed
for many jobs from
menial jobs to those
requiring doctor’s
degrees.

This enables students
to see the connection
between the real-world
and academic learning.

Seibert is pleased
with the positive reac-
tions she sees from stu-
dents taking 1 the
required course.

Some critics of the
program may com-
plained that the required
course is too general-
ized and not production
agriculture. But Seibert
and ha staff recognize
that the basic overview
of the course exposes
students who would
never have had any
understanding of agri-
culture and how it
affects almost every
area of life.
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a basic foundation
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ag is in general. By get-
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is. The exposure to ag
during the first year in
high school enables a
student to choose ag
elective courses during
the remaining three
years.”
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There Is A Size To Fit Every Farm
ADDISON FARM
& INDUSTRIAL

Addison, PA

DOTTERER EQUIP.
Mill Hall, PA

HESS FARM EQUIP.
Canton, PA

ECKROTH BROS. FARM EQUIP. HETRICK FARM SUPPLY
New Ringgold, PA New Bethlehem, PA

HOOVER EQPT.
Tyrone, PA

LOST CREEK IMP.
Oaklands Mills, PA

BANGOR IMPLEMENT
Bangor, PA

BARTOSEK AGRI S&S
West Springfield, PA

FINCH IMP.
Hanover, PA

BENEDICT S FORD TRACTOR FUNNER EQUIP.
Prospect, PA

Wellsboro, PA

JOHN BROWN EQUIP.
Perryopolis, PA

GALLUP & TENHAKEN
Clymer, NY

NEW ALEXANDRIA
FARM SUPPLY .

New Alexandria, PA
For the fanning com-

munity, the advantage is
that students’ under-
standing of farming
translates into better
communication
between farming and
non-farming neighbors.
This understanding
promises to infiltrate
into the future, when
laws pertaining to envi-
ronment, zoning, food
and fiber production.

D&E EQUIPMENT
Bloomsburg, PA

G & D FARM SUPPLY NORMAN D. CLARK
Honey Grove, PAManhem, PA

DEERFIELD AG & TURF INC.
Watsontown, PA

HARTS FARM EQUIP.
Cochranton, PA

MCDOWELL FARM & IMP.
Grove City, PA

become responsible citizens in a
changing world

“MC 2000 is a coordinated plan
designed to prepare students for
the 21st century,” Seibert said.

(Tr

Seibert teaches plant science as part of the agriculture
overall.

H & S MAKES FAST WORK OF SPREADING MANURE

FROM
LIQUIDS TO HARD PACKED

1310 IWO 1300 3200 2000
Struck Level Cu Ft 180 220 240 294 348
Gallon Capacity 1350 1650 1800 2200 2600
Bu Capacity (Old ASAE) 275 325 375 450 540
Loading Height 58" 65* 58‘ 63" 69"

MARSHALL MACHINERY
Honesdale, PA

SMITH IMP. INC.
Mercersburg, PA

SOMERSET
BARN SUPPLY

Somerset, PA

TRIPLE H TRACTOR
Peach Bottom, PA

WATSON INC,
Sharon, PA

ROBERT WILKINS
Saxton, PA

For More Information, Contact Your Local Dealer Or

H& S Manufacturing, Co. 3
Ripley, NY (716) 736-7595 I—l
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