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EPHRATA (Lancaster Co.)
We’re quickly approaching Sprayer
Tune-Up Week, Feb. 21-24. Are
you ready to perform the pre-season
maintenance and calibration that is
so vital to getting the most out of
your investment in crop protection
chemicals?

A tune-up and calibration is time
well spent, according to Dr. Stephen
Pearson, technical services manager
for Spraying Systems Co., makerof
TeeJet* spray products and sponsor
of Sprayer Tune-Up Week, now in
its fifth year.

“A few hours spent now tuning
up your sprayer pays big divi-
dends;” Pearson said. “By calibrat-
ingyour sprayer and ensuring accu-
rate application rates many applica-
tors can save as much as $3 per acre
on each chemical they apply.”

Sprayer Tune-Up Week is also
the ideal time to do those sprayer
maintenance chores that will help
prevent frustrating breakdowns
later, Pearson said. It’s a good time
to upgrade your equipment and add
convenience and safety. For exam-
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Check Your Sprayer
Tune-Up Knowledge

pie, a sprayer control kit makes it
easy to precisely control boom sec-
tions from the cab. Or triple nozzle
bodies, which hold up to three tips,
allow them to be switched in die
field with justa turn ofthe wrist.

Before you head out to the
machine shed though, check your
sprayer tune-up knowledge. If the
answers surprise you, see your local
equipment dealer, Extension agent
or vo-ag teacher for information on
sprayer tune-up techniques.

1. On average, what percent of
farmers over-apply crop protection
chemicals by more than five percent
ofthe intended rate?
a. 2% b.5% c. 10% d. 25%

2. How long does a thorough
sprayer calibration take?
a. 'k hour b. 1 hour c. 4 hours d. 1 day

3. How many times should
sprayers be calibrated each year?
a. 1 time b. 2-3 times c. 5-6 times
d. 8-12 times

4. When should worn or dam-
aged tips be changed?
a. when the day’s spraying is com-
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plcted
b. immediately
c. when the spraying season is over
d. when time allows

5. What’s the best way to deter-
mine whether a nozzle is worn?
a. calibrate the sprayer
b. look atthe nozzle
c. insert a wire to check opening size
d. none of the above

6. Calibration includes
a. checking tractor speed
b. calculating nozzle flow rate
c. adjusting pressure
d. all of the above

7. Chemical containers must be
pressure rinsed for 30 seconds or
rinsed time(s) before disposal.
a.l b. 2 c. 3 d.4

8. When spray nozzles wear out,

a. over-application occurs
b. patterns become uneven and

spray coverage is poor
c. potential for chemical waste, crop

bum and environmental risks
increase

d. all ofthe above
9. Spray distributed in

more likely to drift.
a. a stream
b. large droplets
c. a fine mist
d. none ofthe above

10. To double sprayer output,
you must increase pressure

time(s).
a.l b. 2 c. 3 d.4
(Answers: 1-d, 2-b, 3-b, 4-b, 5-a,6-

d, 7-c, 8-d, 9-c, 10- d)
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