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New Agency Combines Farm Service Functions

LANCASTER (Lancaster Co.)
— There's a new kid on the block
— and it's the Farm Service
Agency (FSA).

It came into being last month,
when President Clinton signed
into law a restructuring plan for
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) that will improve the
way USDA agencies do business
in Lancaster County, said Paul B.
Kline, acting chairman of the Lan-
caster FSA committee.

The FSA will administer com-
modity price and income support

programs, farm ownership and
operating loans, and the federal
crop insurance program. The new
agency combines all or part of
three agencies familiar to farmers

— the Agricultural Stabilization.

and Conservation Service, the
Farmers Home Administration
(FmHA), and the Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation. Other
loans offered by the former
FmHA will be assigned to a new
rural development agency.

In addition, the FSA will offer
conservation cost-share assistance
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under the Agricultural Conserva-
tion Program, as well as cost-
sharing and land rental payments
for the Conservation Reserve

“We want producers to know
that the reorganization did not cli-
minate any programs,” he said.
What will change are that these
services soon will be available to
producers on a ‘one-stop’ bdfsis.
The whole purpose of the new
FSA is to be able to provide better,
more efficient service and to make
it casier for farmers to use our
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programs.

“The agencies are merging at
headquarters first,” Kline said.
“The combination of staffs and
functions at the county level will
come in time. In the meantime,
farmers can receive service as
usual at their county offices.”

In Pennsylvania most USDA
offices are located with others in
the same county. Some Cross-

sharing of equipment and space
already occurs. However, Kline
said, more sharing of data will
occur between staffs in. these
offices.

At the local level, farmer-
elected committee members will
continue to oversee farm program
administration and will take on
additional duties in overseeing
other FSA programs.

Mid-East DHIC
Approves Budget

HAGERSTOWN, Md. — The
board of directors of Mid-East
Dairy Herd Improvement Center
recently met and adopted a budget
for 1995 that does not increase
rates.

According to a news release, the
directors were able to approve the
budget, despite an increase in
health insurance rates, because of **

... conservative fiscal policies ... .”
The amounts of the budget and the
insurance rate increase were not
reported.

According to the news release,
“Mid-East looks forward to
another fined year of serving the
members needs and of increasing
enroliment.”

Members of Mid-East DHIC are
in Delaware, Maryland, West Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania and New
Jersey.

Mahoning Outdoor Furnaces
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EPA certified stoves are especially dependent on proper
araft to perform properly.
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Available on all Models
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WAL“S’ N Construction ;
NCBETE Needs d
co Agriculture - Residential - Commercial E

Manure Storage

¢ Buildings ¢ Basement ¢ Floors

* Retaining Walls ¢ Footer

¢ SCS Approved Manure Storage Pits
¢ All Types Of Flat Work
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THREE SIZES AVAILABLE TO MEET .

ALL YOUR CATTLE HANDLING NEEDS
EXTRA HEAVY CONSTRUCTION FEATURES

* 1.9” O.D. High Yield Tube Top & Bottom Frame

* 1” structural pipe on verticals & locks

* All yokes lock on individual catches, no strain on control rod
* Yoke stabilizer on large sizes

* Unique design allows more head room

* Neck bar can be removed or adjusted without tools

* Individual lock on each yoke for holding one or more

animals
* No loose pins or parts to get lost in manure or drop in pit

Virginia.Style Heifer Barn With 8’ Deep, 180’ Long, 12' Wide Slatted SCS
Approved Concrete Manure Pit

fnvest in Concrete, Quality Work That WIlf Last A Lifetime
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES CONTACT
AND SEE HOW AFFORDABLE ROY SENSENIG

CONCRETE WALLS CAN BE 717-355-0726
— CONCRETE

PRE@“SE WALLS, INC.

601 Overly Grove Road, New Holland, PA 17557
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PAUL B. ZIMMERMAN, INC.

295 Woodcorner Rd.
Lititz, PA 17543
1 Mile West of Ephrata

PH: 717-738-7365
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Call or Write For
Additiona! Infomation
And Your Nearest Dealer
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