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a farm wife

- And other

hazards

Joyce Bupp

One week before, there was no-
thing there but a few scattered,
loose, flogr boards and a broken
bale or two of alfalfa hay.

Now, standing atop the stackin
the old bank barn center straw-
mow puts your head up near the
main barn beam. These fresh,
shiny bales, packed tightly within
the strawmow dividers, are the
winter bedding supply for the
weaned heifers and baby calves.

High up on the bales, in the sha-
dowy, lofty reaches of the old
barn, has always been one of my
favorite places to pause for a
breath during barn chores. Espe-
cially after scrambling to the top
up a stairstep of bales.

But, just filled, the mow has no
stairway, just sheer, shiny sides.
Only other way to the top is to
climb the straight-up ladders built
into the haymow walls. As old as
the barn itself, the ladders are
made of inch-plue-diameter
wooden rounds. The rough-edged,
shaping-tool strokes that formed
them decades ago have long been
smoothed by pairs of feet going to
the top.

At the top, one must swing one-
self from the rungs, up and over
the large, squared bean that forms
the upper edge of the mow’s side
wall, then scramble onto the top of
the bale stack. Going down entails
putting that same procedure into
reverse — swinging one foot out
over the beam and onto the top
rung, then working backwards to a
final drop to the bam floor, while
hanging on real tight.

Our youngest found a better
way.

When he announced that he and
a friend were coming to do some

rappellilng on the farm, my stom-
ach knotted up. Rappelling — sort
of rock climbing in reverse.
Swinging out from the top of a
high point and letting oneself
down with ropes. A sport in which
you can get hurt if not careful.
But, then, that’s true of just about
anything.

He had first tried rappelling in a
talt tree and wanted to progress to
a wall. Byu the time all personnel
and gear were assembled, the wall
— which was outside — was wet
from a gentle thunderstorm that
had swept down on the afternoon.
Whew! What a relief for this
Mom.

Who should know better. Next
thing I knew, the rappelling had
been relocated into the high —
and dry ~— reaches of the old barn.
From the top of the just-filled
straw mow. At least the straw-lit-
tered wooden floor of the bam
seemed a slightly safer landing
spot then the concrete at the foot
of the prior site of choice.

His friend Jen was persuaded to
be belted into the harmess and
swung out over the side of the
mow, walking herself down the
side of the strawmow. She made it
look relatively easy. This was too
good a chance to pass up.

“Can I "y?”

They belted me into the nylon
harness, which fits over one's
“fanny,” and fastens at the front of
the waist to the rappelling rope
withi thick, aluminum hardware, 1
climbed the ladder to the top of the
strawmow and donned a pair of
thick gloves our son handed me.
Then he instructed how to put my
left hand high on the rope above
me, my right hand below on the

With the help of the Indiana 00unty Dalry Promotlon COmmIttee, these dairy
ambassadors and dairy malds will promote the dalry industry in Indiana County for
next year, from left, Tim Beatty, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roger Beatty; Jason Cribbs, son
of Mr. and Mrs. BIil Cribbs; Cindy Hartman, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hart-
man; Julle Lockhart, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lockhart; Jennifer McMillen,
daughter ‘of Mr. and Mrs. Willlam McMillen; Annah Neal, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Brad Neal; Amy Trimble, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Duane Trimble; and Tammy
Trimble, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Trimble.

Rappelling.

rope as the “brake,” put all by
weight into the harness and swing
out into thin air.

my weight in a nylon harness hung
onto a rope, with no brake but my
own hand, brings justs one

Think I'll stick to getting my
“heights” kicks by scaling the

strawmow ladder.
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In other words, Mom, “sit on thought to mind.
it."

It worked. I swung out from the
beam, and with a couple of jumps
down along the sides of the bales,
descended to the floor.

Neat! And not very life-threat-
ening from up in a strawmow.

On the other hand, the very idea
of swinging out from a mountain-
side cliff, hundreds of feet above
rock-strewn landing spots cush-
ioned only with boulders, sitting
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FISHER'S FURNITURE, INC.

NEW AND USED FURNITURE
USED COAL & WOOD HEATERS
COUNTRY FURNITURE & ANTIQUES

BUS. HRS: BOX §7
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WATER SYSTEMS

548 New Holland Ave.
Lancaster, PA 17602
(717) 393-3612
Along Rte. 23

water Quality
An IMPORTANT
X Ingredient In

Livestock Management

Call us today for treatment of:
*Nitrates *Bacteria *Iron *Sulfates
~ *pH « Acidity/Alkalinity -

Somerset, PA &
Surrounding Counties
(814)-893-5081
1 ——— |

It's a fact! Contaminated water can have a costly effect on your
livestock and poultry performance. Our years of experience plus
hundreds of farm related treatment systems has proven the
validity and practicality of correcting contaminated water.

Martin Water

Conditioning Co.

SPECIALISTS IN FARM WATER TREATMENT

Wiliis Sharp

740 E. Lincoln Ave.
Myerstown, PA 17067
(717) 866-7555
Along Rie. 422

* House Basements
- Ask For lke

MON.-THURS. 8.5 1129 GEORGETOWN RD.
FRL, 88, SAT. 812 BART, PA 17503
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GOOD FOOD OUTLET STORES
See Our QOriginal Line Of Golden Barrel Products Plus Al Kinds
| Of Beans, Candies, Dried Fruit, Snack Mixes, Etc. At Reduced Prices

% DAKING MOLASSES % MAPLE SYRUP * FUNNEL CAKE MIX
% BARBADOS MOLASSES % PANCAKE & WAFFLE % PANCAKE & WAFFLE
% BLACKSTRAP SYRUPS MIX
MOLASSES * SORGHUM SYRUP * ASSORTMENT OF
% CORN SYRUPS % LIQUID & DRY SUGARS  CANDIES
* HIGH FRUCTOSE % PANCAKE & WAFFLE % DRIED FRUIT
\ SYRUPS SYRUPS . % SNACK MIXES
| d/ % CANOLA OIL % BEANS
¥ % COCONUT OIL % HONEY
If your local stors | % CORN OIL % PEANUT BUTTER
doss not have it, % COTTONSEED OIL % BAUMAN APPLE
SEND FOR % OLIVE OIL BUTTERS
FREE % PEANUT OIL % KAUFFMAN PRESERVES
BROCHURE % VEGETABLE OIL % SPRING GLEN RELISHES
% SHOO-FLY PIE MIX

Processors Of Syrups, Molasses,
| Cooking Oils, Funnel Cake Mix,
Pancake & Waffle Mix & Shoofly Pie Mix

SPECIALS FOR
I AUGUST

SPECTACULAR SAVINGS ON
CASE LOTS OF:
GOLDEN BARREL PINT SIZED SYRUPS
Maple, Sorghum, Corn Syrup, Table Syrup,
Baking Molasses, Barbados Molasses

GOLDEN BARREL LIGHT CORN SYRUP
32 oz. Comparable to Karo Regularly $1.99

NOW S$1.49

GOLDEN BARREL PEANUT OIL
1 Gallon Regularly $6.99

GOOD FOOD OUTLET

— Located At Good Food, Inc. —
W. Main St., Box 160, Honey Brook, PA 19344

' 218-273-3776 1-800-327-4406

— Located At L & S Sweeteners —
388 E. Main St,, Leola, PA 17540

717-656-3486 1-800-633-26786
- WE UPS DAILY -

Y NOW $6.49
New...DELICIOUS ZOOKIES SHOO-FLY PIES
! FOR SALE!




