NEWARK, Decl.— Like any
good business person, Chris
Breeding, 14, gets a litle cagey
when heh talks about exactly how
much profit he’s making on his
vegetable garden and stand. But it
is enough to put a third back into
the farm, a third toward family va-
cations, and another third to split
between Chris and his 11-ycar-old
brother Steve.

As a member of Stateline 4-H
club in Scaford, Chris began a ve-
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4-H’er Parlays Project Into Profits

“To listen to these kids talk
about their profits and how they're
going to invest them, you'd think
they'd been in business for years,”
she said. “And they arc happy to
share what they’ve lcarned with
others.”

Chris said he had the benefit of
learning the ropes of an agricultur-
al busincss from his grandfather.
But Chris will extend this know-
ledge to others later this month.

He'll be giving a demonstration
— The What, When, Where and
Why of Vegelable Gardening —
at the Delaware State Fair as part
of the State 4-H Dcmonstration
competition.

“Gardening and working at the
produce wagon means putting in
long hours,” Chris said. “My typi-
cal day begins aroudn 6:30 a.m.
and ends around 9:30 p.m. It’s sc-
ven days a weck for about eight
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100 by 200 fect plot in 1989 t0 2.5
acres planted this year. He’s had
to enlist the help of his brother and
his mother, Sue, and father, Ron.

His garden was so prolific,
Chris decided to sct up a roadside
stand — Little Boys’ Producc Wa-
gon on Route 20 west of Scaford.
His biggest scllers are tomatocs,
corn, watermelons, and canta-
loupe. But he growns 10 addition-
al kinds of vegetlables.

Joy Sparks, University of Dela-
warc state 4-H program coordina-
tor, said it’s not unusual for kids to
turn their 4-H projects into profit-
making cnterpriscs.

ALBANY, N.Y. — The statc’s
lcading farm and rural advocacy
group is urging members of the
New York congressional delega-
tion 10 move the health care re-
form dcbate away from more
government and toward making
the individual more responsible.
According to New York Farm
Burcau Prcsident Charles E.
Wille, “Making the individual the
consumer instcad of insurance
companics will curb the exploding
cost of hcalth care.”

Wille said the hallmark of Farm
Burcau’s legislative position on
health carc reform is to create a

mechanism where the individual
takes charge of their own health
carc.

“We belicve that Congress
should create medical savings ac-
counts for individual Americans.
The establishment of medical sav-
ings accounts would allow indivi-
duals to sct aside moncy in antici-
pation of future health care costs.”

He said, “If the individual pays
for his or her own medical bills,
the medical costs will come down.
They would dircctly buy their own
catastrophic hcalth insurancce and
dircctly pay their health care pro-
vider for everyday medical costs.”

weeks.”

The brothers share most of the
load by cach working an hour on
and an hour off at the stand. That
way they can cach have a break.

“Gardening is a lot of hard
work, but it is fun,” he said. “It has
taught me so many things.”

Chris says he’s Icarncd to plan
ahcad, to take tiem to prepare the
soil, and to keep on top of water-
ing and weeds throughout the sca-

son. He’s also lcarned that quality
and customer scrvice will build re-
pecat business.

“I found out that quality is im-
portant so 1 pick the vegetables
fresh cach day. If T have any left, I
give people extra. I want them to
come back.”

His advice to other youthful cn-
treprencurs? Don't give up. It's
hard at first, but you can overcome
any difficultics.

Needs Shift Toward Reality

Wille said that Farm Burcau
would like to see farms and other
small busincsses get the same tax
benefits alrcady afforded to the
big corporations — a 100 percent
tax reduction for those who sclf-
finance their health insurance. He
noted that farmers would also like
to scc health care policy that pro-
motes personal wellness, fitness,
and preventive care.

To help thosc who cannot meet
their own medical costs, Wille in-
dicated that Farm Burcau supports
direct financial assistance to pay
for their health care needs. As a

mcans of making hcalth carc oper-
atc more efificicntly, ' the farm
community supports a number of
positions, including the following:
development of legislation that
will Icad to a periodic review of
regulations impacling the delivery
of hcalth care; privately funded
optional hcalth carc delivery sys-
tems, such as hcalth maintenance
organizations; properly compen-
sating providers for treating Medi-
carc and Medicaid paticnts; and
clforts to improve the availability
and delivery of health carc in rural
arcas.

Why settle for 2nd best -
when Fiberdome now
manufactures the most ad-
vanced fiberglass bulk bin

Family, Agent Honored By 4-H

COLLEGE PARK, Md. —

iberdome

Incorporated

« Elimmates bridging, won't
rust or corrode

« Cuts heat bulldup and
condensation

+ Feed stays fresh in any
weather

available!

» Precision engineered for
tong. long life

» Unigue 5 year warranty

- Adaptable to any auger or
feeding system

Three generations of the Markline-
Waltimyer family of Madonna,
Harford County, were named “4-H
Family of the Year” during the
Maryland 4-H Rccognition Prog-

ram recently at the state fair-

grounds in Timonium.

The Waltimyers include John
and Marta Waltimyer and son B.J.,
12 and daughter Kara, 15, in addi-
tion to grandparents Dorothy and
Ben Markline.

Also recently recognized was
Dr. Richard R. Angus, who retired
a ycar ago after more than 35 years
of service to 4-H programs in both
Minnesota and Maryland as a
coopcrative extension service pro-
fessional. Angus continues to
work part-time at the Maryland
4-H Center as a volunteer. He is
current O’Chief of the Maryland
4-H All Stars organization and is
national president of Epsilon Sig-
ma Phi, the honorary fraternity for
professional extension workers.

Dr. Richard R. Angus gives
his acceptance speech after
being inducted into the Mary-
land 4-H Hall of Fame.
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Write for a tull color prochure and a free sample of fiberglass -
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Three generations of the Markline-Waltimyer family of Madonna, Harford County,

GNEGY SURGE BADGER SALES show off their plaque after being named 4-H Family of the Year during the Maryland
FICKES SILO CO. ws:';-'li?wc:gA s&"fl-’m(.lcg 4-H recognition program. Seated, left to right, B.J. Waltimyer, 12; his gra'ndmother,
71';?;7":3"1‘29 41.5-2"205'-’3'444 8:4-222-8'279 Dorothy Markline; and his grandfather, Ben Markline. Standing are B.J.’s parents,

John and Marta Waltimyer. Not present was B.J.’s sister, Kara, 15.




