- And other
hazards

Joyce Bupp

Dusk. My favorite time of day.

progress were temporarily set

verbial hawk, kept moving around
her baby and making irritated,
short mooing wamings, I didn’t
fecl threatencd by her.

Strong and healthy, the calf
showed not the slightest interest in
nursing the bottle and Mellis kept
coaxing her away. After trying to
corral the newborn for several
minutes and not succeeding in
gencrating an ounce of coopera-
tion, I was about ready to bag the
whole business. )

A long, low bawling sound
went up from about 50 yards away
and I glanced up — to see a large,
black animal headed right for me.

The bull.

How foolish of me. That he had
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bom calf, and this pesty two-leg-
ged interloper fussing around the
pair of them. (And no one knew
where | was — not even the dog.)

Bold came trotting to do what
bulls do — protect his charges.
Though he’s just a youngster, not
much over a year and weighing
less than a thousand pounds, bulls
are NEVER 10 be taken lightly.
The pasture is along the woods,
with lots of old limbs on the
ground. Grabbing a thick solid
stick in my hand, I began backing
toward the fence that divides the
lots.

Bold took a couple more warn-

ed, he wrned tail, took off toward
the other corner of the pasture,
making bawling, complaining,
noises.

Despite my pounding heart and
shaky knees, 1 had to laugh. What
a wimp.

Thank heaven! And believe me,
1did, walking back to the bamn still
clutching the stick, hanging close
to the fence — and keeping an eye
on the bull, rapidly disappearing
in the dusk toward the cluster of
animals in the far comer of the
pasture,

Dusk. Time for reflections,

Methinks 1 better reflect on

The time of day — especially aside while I returned to the bam  been moved into this pasture with  ing steps in my direction. I picked  paying closer attention to where
through this hectic planting season o0 thaw somé frozen colostrum, 10 the springing cows and heifershad P another stick and winged it at  the bull is. Even a wimpy Bold
— when you begin to slow down,  make sure the baby had that criti-  pever entered my mind, even his head. When the stick connect-  one.

pause and reflect on the how many
more acres of com planting are
completed.

Mulching the garden at dusk on
this chilly, May evening, I reflect-
ed that we were far from finished
planting com or even the day’s
chores. The Farmer was still run-
ning a disk ahead of the planting
equipment, evening feeding of the
dairy herd was yet to be completed
-—and there was a brand new calf
in the maternity pasture, While I'd
missed seeing Mellis and her calf
at milking time, they were clearly
visible from the garden. The fork,
the wheelbarrow and mulching

cal first meal of rich nutrients and
antibodics against disease.

Dusk was deepening by the
time the colostrum was thawed
and warmed. I slipped out the
back of the barn quietly, avoiding
Solomon. Protective cow mothers
and dogs are nmot a compatible
combination. Even with the most
gentle of our old cows, I have
greal respect for the protective,
mothering instinct.

This was the second calving for
Mellis, the new mother; and her
preuty, aimost-all-white baby was
a welcome heifer calf. Though
Mellis watched me like the pro-

though I had known he’d been
temporarily removed from the
heifer herd.

His name is Bold; I wasn't an-
xious to find out how aggressively
he would live up to it. In the brief
time he’d been in with the heifers,
Bold had been well-behaved and
non-aggressive 1o people. But, it
was nearly dark, there was a
somewhat agitated cow, a new-

YOUR POST FRAME
BUILDING HEADQUARTERS

Wickes Lumber is the place to turn for
all your packaged building needs. We
offer a wide selection of sizes and styles
of buildings, perfect for a variety of
needs. We also carry a complete assort-
ment of steel for siding and roofing,

| quality lumber, treated posts, heavy-duty
hardware and all the extras. Add delivery
and credit plus attentive, knowledgeable

EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED!

Matching Skylights
Available For Natural Lighting

Wall Girts Are AAA AA
Properly Spaced H Steel Walls 1015 | 915
For Rigidity And & Roofing
Wind Resistance

Base Boards Are Treated
To Resist Decay

2x4 Continuous

Truss Ties 2%4

Roof Purlins
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salespeople and you've got it all!
Computer Aided Customizing!

Any of our package designs
can be tailored to suit your
needs with our Computer
Aided Design capabilities.
Ask a Wickes Lumber
associate for details!

Pre-Engineered
Roof Trusses

Complete Line Of
Matching Trnm

Gef MOOOVin'©
with Milkshakes/

DIESEL FUEL USERS...
Help Prevent Low Sulfur Fuel Problems

P

d " Fuel Treatments

With Every Fill Up.

FUEL POWER

*» #1 Year '‘Round Additive

» Totelly Disperses Water

« Lubricates Entire Injection System

« Cleans & Decarbonizes Injection System

« Prevents Algse Growth

« Provides Greater Power, More MPG.

LUBRICITY PLUS

« Increases Lubricity of Todays Low Sulfur Fuels.
« Prevents Fuel Injection System Wear Due To Low

Lubricity in Dissel Fuel

+ Prevents Stalling.
o« For Premlum Diesel Fuel - We Recommend a
Combination of Fuel Power and Lubricity Plus

Heavy-Duty
Shding Door
Tracks &
Hardware

i
el

For further information, write/call:

MILLER DIESEL INC.

DIESEL FUEL INJECTION
& TURBO CHARGER SPECIALIST
TUNE UPS AVAIL. BY APPT.
6030 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg, PA 17112
717-545-5931 Interstate 81 Exit 26

1-800-296-5931

Unlike horseshoes, ciose doesn’t
count in fitting workshoes!

101 SIZES

That's why this popular
oxford comes in this wide
range of sizes.

Thats our answer to the man who says
“I cant find a Pecos pull-on that fits
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W Wickes Lumber PSP
Allentown, PA Ephrata, PA Exton, PA Frederick, MD Greensburg, PA ’
831 State Road 82 Garden SpotRd. 145 S, Whitford Rd. 5219 Urbana Pike  Route 136 Wayne'’s Dry Goods
(215)967-3181 (717)733-6521 (215)363-9550 (301)662-4107 (412)527-3531 971 W. Main St.
Harrisburg, PA Phillipsburg, PA Reading, PA Succasunna, NJ Swedesboro, NJ
451 AmpWickDr. 199 SIykerRd. 2591 ContreAve. 39 Route 10 Rt. 322 Kutztown, Pa.

" (717)564-4453 (908)859-3600 (215)921-0606 (201)584-6630 (609)467-0846 Phone (215) 683-7686




