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EPHRATA (Lancaster Co.) —
The Cloister Chapter of FFA held
its 33rd annual banquet at the Mt.
Airy Fire Hall on March 25.

As agriculture has changed so
has today’s FFA. Serving the
career needs of a broad and dynam-
ic industry, today’s FFA combines
marketing, agri-science and com-
puter technology with the leader-
ship and achievement programs
that have always been hallmarks of
the organizatipn.

The industry of agriculture has
changed so drastically since its
beginning, but it has been through
that change that agriculture has
remained a strong, vital and profit-
able example of how ancient prac-
tices can successfully be combined
with modern science and
technology.

It is through the FFA and prog-
rams like the Young Farmers that
this change can successfully
continue.

The population of farmers has
dropped incredibly. In the 1700s
almost 100 percent of the popula-
tion were farmers. Now farmers
make up only two percent of the
population but approximately 22
million people are still making
their living from one of more than
200 agricultural-related fields.

Before the industrial revolution
each farmer raised little more than
enough food to feed his family.
Today, one fariner alone feeds
more than 127 people. It is through
FFA programs and education that
this has become possible.

Scientists and engineers work
hand-in-hand on a wide range of
projects. They are currently
designing robotic harvesting
equipment and laser guided
machinery that have the potential
to save the farmer countless hours
of field time. FFA students leamn
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ways to produce disease resistant
hybrid plants and plants that actu-
ally repel costly insects. Approxi-
mately 32 percent of employment
opportunities for FFA students and
ag graduates are in the marketing,
merchandising, and salesmanship
fields.

It is through this education that
marketing specialists combine
their knowledge of food produc-
tion, processing, and distribution
with their excellent business skills
to find the most profitable means of
marketing for farmers.

As the United States is responsi-
ble for almost one fifth of the
world’s agricultural trade, the
importance of emphasizing pre-
mier leadership, personal growth
and career success, FFA and agri-
cultural education can not be
underrated.

Food is an enormous industry.
The United States food system
accounts for more than $625 bil-
lion, or more than 20 percent of our
gross national product each year.

Agricultural education students
learn to respect the processes of
nature through instruction in plant,
animal and environmental sci-
ences. Students gain an apprecia-
lion for advances in technology as
computers and microscopes
become as common as chalkboards
in their classrooms.

No one can predict what the
future holds, but everyone can do
something today to ensure a beiter
tomorrow. FFA continugs to do its
part to provide agriculture leader-
ship for America.

Foundation Awards include
Specialty Crop Production, Matth-
ew Miller; Agricultural Mechan-
ics, Cory Silfies; Home and Farms-
tead Improvement, Doug Groff;
Ag Sales and Service, Connie Nolt
and Scott Garman; Placement in
Ag Production, Lewis Homning;
Fish and Wildlife Management,
Kathy Hurst; Sheep Production,

Proficiency Awards were awarded to, back row from left, Ed McKinney, Lewis Homn-
Ing, Scott Garman, Matt Miller, Connie Noit and Kathy Hurst. Front row: Keith Boliin-

ger, Scott Martln, Glnny

NOR, Dale Zimmerman, KOVII'I Martin and Eric Wamer.

The Star Awards went to, from left, Jared Rottmund, Andy Bollinger, DaloZlmmerman,
Ginny Nolt, Bronson Reedy and Anthony Burkholder.

Keith Bollinger; Fruit and Veget-
able Production, Seth Burkholder;
Horse Proficiency, Scott Martin;
Extemporaneous Public Speaking,
Virginia Nolt; Horse Production,

Warner; Specialty Animal Produc-  Star Chapter Farmer, Jared Rot-

Kristy Keith; Floriculture, Eric m Ag Business, Bronson Reedy;

tion, and Kevin Martin, tmund; Star Chapter Agribusiness-

Star Awards were as follows: man, Anthony Burkholder; Star

Star Greenhand Ag Production, ' Red Ros¢ Agribuginéssman, Ginny

Dale Zimmerman; Star Greenhand  Nolt; and Star Chapter and County
(Nm te Page B23)

l"’vDOBA

® Garages
®Warehouses

MORTON BUILDINGS

Since 1903

o Equipment Storage P
® Aircraft Hangars

-— e -

(
® Offi * * Super Tough Finish
H_o rse Barns ¢ ices » Protection From Rust &
®Riding Arenas ® Shops '8 Corrosion

SOMETHING TO
CROW ABOUT...

LOW
CLASSIFIED
RATES
WITH
EXCELLENT
RESULTS!

—

4
DOE’S . .
PRIDE™ @ Mom“ BU"'DlNGS INC *2 3/8” Outside Diameter High Yield Steel Tubing
K NATURAL GOAT Excellence — Since 1 903 With A 12 Gal. (.108) Wall
.,A'SO?,"“H'V AP CONTACT: ¢ Spray Arc Transfer Metho¢@ Used On Welds
&5 | mme o aame (NPAUL B. ZIMMERMAN, INC
« There' rav- ettysburg, psburg,
J?'lfu‘c'iig'ﬁa'o"r‘a.:“'cye, o PA 17328 NJ 08865 ' ' ) Rd'
color or preservative adde 717/624- 908/454-7 ' H 295 Woodcorner Rd.
bl I 17/624-3331 /4547900 | Adﬁﬂ!!x‘.’ié‘?:?’!.‘:":fﬁm Mon, Thru Frl Lititz, PA 176439168
nowe sonp woks | | ¢z, 1-800-447-7436 o] Newost Desler  Sar 7011 | 717-738.7368
Miltington, KJ 67948 Zaunig, 2uaunig ZNawen Z2maanng

%‘}?omm@v

LOOP STALLS

All Loop Stalls Are Coated With Baked
On Top Grade Polyester TGIC Powder
Coating After Fabrication

» Chip Resistant
* Resists Acid & Chemicals
* Smoother Finish Stays Cleaner

FREEDOM
STALLS

FEATURING
* Greater cow comfort in
shorter stall beds
* Provides additional side
head room in the lounge
process

» Superior Electrical Insulation

CONVENTIONAL &
STALLS

Loop Stalls Are Contted Of:
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