Council Supports Industry-Wide

CHICAGQO, Ill. — Directors of
the Beef Industry Council (BIC)
of the Meat Board meeting here
voted to “fund and participate in
further development of the
industry-wide long-range plan.”

Three other organizations, the
Beef Board, National Cattlemen’s
Association, and the U.S. Meat
Export Federation, had earlier
agreed to proceed with the long-
range plan.

The action came during the BIC
Planning Conference, held to con-
sider and approve program plans
and budgets proposed for fiscal
year 1995 in the areas of consumer
information, promotion, and
research. A preliminary FY95
BIC budget of $51.9 million was
approved, which includes $7.1
million for consumer information,
$7.3 million for research, and
$33.8 million for promotion. Final
plans and a budget for 1995 will
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be approved during the BIC annu-
al meeting here August 11-13.
According to BIC Chairman
Ralph “Buck” Bell, Jr,, the pro-
ducers and industry representa-
tives who make up the BIC board
are anxious to move the process
along. “They told us to move

ahead with the implementation of *

the long-range plan. They want to
make sure that the changes we
make will benefit the entire
industry.”

The plan, first presented last
December by the Beef Industry
Long Range Plan Task Force,
includes eight leverage _points
with outcomes designed to make
the industry more responsive to
consumers and thus improve
market share. It also suggests the
leverage points can be better
chieved through a more unified
industry structure.

“Several of our directors and
many statc beef councils have
questioned the advnsabnhty or
need to merge the four organiza-
tions to accomplish the outcomes
envisioned in the. long range
plan,” said Bell, a South Carolina
beef producer. “But I think we can
make structure changes that will
unify our efforts, coordinate our
programs and streamline the
approval process to reduce costs
in managing our limited
resources.”

Bell, BIC Chairman-Elect L.R.
*“Ron” Curtis, BIC Treasurer Max
Deets, and Meat Board President
John Huston will represent the
BIC on the 20-member Oversight
Committee, which was created to
implement long-range plan lever-
age points and a unified industry
structure to most efficiently and
effectively implement the lever-
age points. A structure proposal is
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to be complete and ready for the
four organizations to vote on by
late-January 1995. If the plan is
approved, the new structure could
be implemented as early as July
1995.

“The most important thing for
the industry,” according to Curtis,
a Hastings, Jowa, cattle feeder, “is
to immediately ask all organiza-
tions to align their programs with
the leverage points outlined in the

‘Beef Industry Long-Range Plan.

We think BIC programs are
already consumer-driven and
we've been doing a pretty good
job of bringing consumers back to
beef. But we can do even better
when all resources are focused on
consumer benefits.”

During open discussion of the
plan, directors called on BIC
officers to work through the Over-
sight Committee to:

* Assure everyone in the beef

business — whether dairyman,
veal producer, packer/processor or
cattleman — is represented in any
new structure,

» Assure continued access to
the multi-species strategic
alliances.

* Work to eliminate unneces-
sary bureaucracy.

* Be open during the develop-
ment process “so everyone knows
what is being proposed and how it
will affect them.”

« Call for a single meeting dur-
ing which a final recommendation
can be presented to and debated by
directors from all organizations
and then vote in secret ballot.

Bell asked BIC directors 10
communicate with officers fre-
quently. “When you have ques-
tions, concerns, comments or sug-
gestions, please let us know: Call
us, fax us or leave word at the BIC
office — we’ll get back to you.”

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Gover-
nor William Donald Schaefer
announced that Maryland Secret-
ary of Agriculture Robert L.
Walker will be leaving his post to
take a diplomatic overseas assign-
ment with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture as the U.S, agricultur-
al policy adviser in Ukraine,

The appointment will last at
least a year. Lewis R, Riley, depu-
ty secretary, will serve as acting
secretary until a successor is
named.

“I am very sad to lose someone
with the drive and enthusiasm that
Secretary Walker has displayed,
but I know he will do an outstand-
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ing job in Ukraine. He is an expert
in the agricultural affairs of the
former Soviet Union and he has
helped us in Maryland to forge
agricultural alliances and
exchange programs with the
emerging nations in that part of
the world. I wish him nothing but
the best, and thank him for a job
well done,” Governor Schaefer
said,

Walker became Maryland’s
Secretary of Agriculture in 1991
succeeding Wayne A, Cawley, Jr.
He has been at the Maryland
Department of Agriculture since
1985, both as executive assistant
to the sccretary and deputy

125 King CourV/
Hollander Rd.

Contact Us
For

l.iterature
& Prices!

(717) 354-9611

380 SERIES
PORTABLE ELEVATORS

A Versatile Economical
Elevator For Bales
and Ear Com .

WELL BALANCED, RUGGEDLY BUILT FOR MANY
YEARS OF TROUBLE FREE SERVICE

880 SERIES PORTABLE
" BALE

& MOW
CONVEYOR
SYSTEM

ZIMMERMAN HEAVY DUTY
HAY TEDDER - 790 SERIES

390 Series
ROLL-A-WAY ’4? It
CONVEYOR /4
o~ .
High Speed

Unit For Ear Corn,

Silage, Bulk Feeds,

Small Grains, Manure or Bales.

Increase hay crop
value with
faster drying
time...

7' & 9’ Raking Width PTO Drive

UTILITY TRAILERS

A Full Line of Exhaust Fans

Including Efficient
Belt Drive Units
with Housing
And Shutter

' 24”, 30", 36” And 48"

Available In 5000 Thru 10,000 GVW. Other
Models 3000 to 24,00C GVW Also Available.

ZIMMERMAN

Rugged,
Heavy Duty

MODEL 990
FORAGE BOX
Hydraulic Drive,
Front & Rear
Unloading
ALSO AVAILABLE:
MODEL 991
FORAGE BOX
Hydraullc Drive,
Rear Unloading Only

Also Models
12 & 14.5
Tandem
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3 Sizes Aval!able... 16’ 18’ 20
with or without runnmg gear

¢ Also will fit sides onto your flat wagon
Farm Gates Made To Your Specifications

| "> GAP HILL FARM WAGONS |

(\ 5549 Lincoln Hwy. - Gap, PA 17527 717-442-9489
N CaIIBet 830&900AM (

CONSISTENT TOP
PERFORMER
FULL SEASON OR
DOUBLE CROP
Maturity Group Late III,
Good Standability, Good

Shatter Resistance, Great
for Drilling or Narrow Rows

STILL IN 60 LB. BAGS!!
Available only as certified seed

CONTACT YOUR
CERTIFIED SEED DEALER




