
WEST CHESTER (Chester
Co.) Chester County has taken
steps to update and enhance its
“Clean & Green” program, and
the Chester County Board of
Commissioners said they want to
be sure that all eligible landow-
ners are aware of the possible ben-
efits that could be awaiting them.

What the county has done,
according to Commissioners’
Chairman Joseph J.Kenna is iden-
tify and digitize soils and replace a
time-consuming manual process
with a computer.

“We want to make sure that
each landowner has the informa-
tion they need to make an edu-
cated, informed decision about
whether or not the Act 319 prog-
ram is beneficial to them at this
time. We want them to be able to
physically see how Act 319 would
impact them,” Martynick said.

Martynick said that each eligi-
ble property owner is to receive a
letter at the end of February. The
letter is to contain the property’s
market value assessment, the
property’s projected Act 319
assessment and, if relevant, the
property’s Act SIS assessment.

For information purposes, the
letter will also show the impact of
these assessments on the proper-
ty’s county tax, based on the 1993
tax rate.

“We went across the county,
took all land parcels of 10acres or
more, digitized the soil types, and
computerized that information.
We now have accurate, easily
accessible information and the
technology needed to keep the
program current on an ongoing
basis,” Kenna explained.

21st Century Appraisal, an
appraisal Arm that specializes in
Clean & Green assessments,
worked with the county in enhanc-
ing the Act 319 process.

Using the information gathered,
21st Century has prepared an Act
319 assessment on every poten-
tially eligible property in the
county.

“Clean & Green” is the com-
mon name for Act 319, the Pen-
nsylvania Farmland and Forest
Land Assessment Act Under Act
319, land parcels of 10 acres or
more, which are devoted to agri-
cultural or forest land use, may be
assessed af use value rather than
fair market value.

According to county officials,
the program allows owners of
qualifying land the opportunity to
enter into an agreement with the
county. As part of the agreement,
property owners maintain their
property in its natural, agricultural
or wooded state, and in exchange,
receive a reduced real estate tax
assessment.

Commissioner Andrew E. Din-
niman said that the true benefits of
the updated Act 319 program are
more likely to be felt at the time of
reassessment.

CommissionerKaren L. Marly-
nick said the goal now is to share
that information. Dinniman said, “Some propei
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agronomy know-how that makes CFS seed as good as it’s going to get for
your growing area!
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Chester County Offers Info On Clean, Green
owners may not see a significant • Wednesday, March 2, at Hon-
benefit to their 319 numbers right ey Brook Fire Company, Railroad
now, but we expect thatas we near Avenue and King Street, Honey
reassessment they will. At the Brook at 1 p.m.
time of reassessment. Act 319 val- • Wednesday. March 2, Union-
ues will remain fairly constant as ville Middle School auditorium,
they are tied to “use” rather than 760 Unionville Road (Route 82)|
“fair market value.” Unionville at 7:30 p.m.

The commissioners encourage • Andon Thursday. March 3, at
interested property owners to the Octarara High School cafeteri-
mark their calendars to attend one a. Highland Road, Atglen at 7:30
of the four upcomingpublic meet- p.m.
ings that have been scheduled to County officialsremind proper-
more fully explain and discuss the ty owners who are. or who may
ins and outs of Act 319. be, interested in enrolling in the

The public meetings, which Act 319 program for the 1995 tax
will be conducted by Dr. Robert year, that they must file their
Barr, president of 21st Century application by June 1.
Appraisals, in conjunction with The commissioners point out
other members from the Chester that the public meetings will deal
County farming community, will with general information concem-
be held: ing Act 319. After all of the meet-

• Tuesday, March 1, at the ings have been concluded, proper-
Owen J. Robert High School audi- ty owners may contact representa-
torium. Routes 23 and 100, Buck- live of 21st Century Appraisals to
town at 7:30 p.m. answer more specific questions
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| GATES and FENCING j

| Coated With Baked On Top Grade Polyester 9
| TGIC Powder Coating After Fabrication |
S • Super tough finish • Protection from rust & corrosion g

- • Superior electrical insulation • Chip resistant £

Si • Resists acid & chemicals • Smoother finish, stays cleaner g
I /ZHinge (or 3M" for B3 welded to gate safety and strength fi

JL Stub welded to gate r\«9 for automatic latch N

3 *(%■ Vertical bracing B

a Standard Heights For Gates & Fencing: I
| (38” High - 4 Bar) (48” High - 5 Bar) (54” High - 6 Bar) |
|| NOTE: I

• 13 Ga. steel 15% heavier than 14 Ga. steel
a *l3 Ga. steel 45% heavier than 16 Ga. steel g
0 • 13 Ga. steel 85% heavier than 18 Ga. steel |1 {All Gates & Fencing Made Of 1.9" Outside Diameter I

High Yielrl Steel Tubrng With I? Ga. Well 5
i| SLANT BAR FEED THRU FENCE |
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j g Custom Built To Any Length |
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, mt_ DA ITM. g

v I Additional Information Mon, thru Frl. PA 17543 |
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