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Anderson Urges Grange Support
CORTLAND. N.Y. New

York State Grangers need to sup-
port State Sen. Nancy Larraine
Hoffmann’s government reform
package if they have any hope of
changing the way business is done
in Albany, said Terry Anderson,
the former hostage who now
heads the government reform
group New York Renaissance.

Anderson, speaking to more
than ISO Grangers gathered here
Feb. 12 for an annual Legislative
Day conference, said the organi-
zation’s grassroots endorsement
of Hoffmann’s package is critical
in the effort to send a clear mes-
sage to lawmakers that it’s time
for a change. The Grange’s state

leadership already supports Hoff-
mann’s proposals, but each of the
Grange’s 400 local units could ex-
ert some pressures of their own.

“Hey, it’s your government. If
you don’t like what it’s doing,
make it change,” Anderson said.

overly complex.”
Anderson urged Grangers to

write to their own legislators out-
lining their concerns and demand-
ing to know whether they would
support reform bills. Many later
said they would.

“We’ve got to get really active.
We’be got to be insistent”

Anderson, who conceded that
his celebrity gives him an “auto-
matic audience,” has used New
York Renaissance to criticize
much ofthe way state government
works. “The legislature is ineffi-
cient secretive, and unresponsive
to the needs of the people of the
state,” he said. “The bureaucracy
is worse slow, politicized, and

Anderson was joinedat the ses-
sion by Hoffmann, the Syracuse
democratwho is covering the state
seeking support for her “Four
Steps to Reforming State Govern-
ment” She called the legislature a
“partisan legislature that is worse
than any other in the nation,” and
called it a “terribly corrupt system
of government.”

Hoffmann’s package bills calls
for opening closed doorparty cau-
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Of Reform
cuses whenever public business is
being discussed, ending all-night
legislative sessions, eliminating
lulus Tor the performance ofpoliti-
cal duties, and itemization of the
legislative budget. She is calling
for the consolidation of poliucal
staffs of legislative leaders, and is

pushing two campaign reform
bills, as well.

Hoffmann, who noted that
Governor Cuomo is embracing the
open meetings concept, said that
while “the message is sinking in”
in Albany, much work remains to
be done.

Other speakers
session included
Dan Fessenden,

Package
minority member on the Assem-
bly Agriculture Committee, and
Assemblyman Bill Magee, Both
men were critical of the way state
government is run, and Fessenden
urged Grangers to stay active in
their legislative efforts.

at the Grange
Assembly man

, the ranking

“The voice ofrural New York is
very soft in Albany, and it’s get-
ting softer and softer,” he said.
“We can’t afford to have the
Grange’s role gel any smaller.”
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