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SMOKETOWN (Lancaster
Co.) The USDA Soil Conser-
vation Service has added the
names of eight individuals to the
list of fertilizer vendors and crop
consultants approved to develop
nutrient management plans for en-
vironmental protection in the
Pequea-Mill Creek Project area of
Lancaster County.

In all, 47 agricultural chemical
dealers and private consultants
have completed nutrient manage-
ment training and have passed an
examination sponsored by Penn
Slate Cooperative Extension and
the Soil Conservation Service.

These vendors and consultants
are qualified to provide services in

nutrient management planning for
farmers needing a nutrient man-
agement plan to meet township re-
quirementsor for the construction
of a manure storage facility. If a
nutrient management plan is re-
quired for the purpose of con-
structing a manure storage facili-
ty, the cost of the plan can be in-
corporated into cost-sharing.

production information to recom-
mend nutrient applications from
manure and fertilizer to achieve an
optimum agronomic yield while
ensuring acceptable environment-
al protection. Included will be a
manure spreading schedule, re-
commended rates of manure ap-
plication, and the fertilizer requir-
ed to meet crop production needs.

In addition, IS of theseplanners .
are certified to provide informa-
tion on integrated crop manage-
ment (ICM). ICM is a program of
nutrient and pest management for
which cost-sharing is available
form die ASCS.

Farmers can also use the ser-
vices provided by these planners
to begin learning about the nutri-
ent management process and the
factors that will be considered in
the upcoming mandatory and
voluntary' nutrient management
programs. Planners will use soil
test, manure production, and crop

A wide variety of industry and
private consultants are involved.
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Nutrient Management Planners Approved
A list of approved planners is
available from the Pequea-Mill
Creek Project, Lancaster County
ASCS, and the Lancaster County
Conservation District.

This initiative is part of the
USDA-funded Pequea-Mill Creek
Project to improve water quality
in central Lancaster County. Also
included in this voluntaryprogram

CHALFONT (Bucks Co.)
William Sterling of Sterling
Farms was recently honored by

are incentives to help farmers im-
plement best management prac-
tices (BMPs) to improve water
quality.

For more information, contact
Jerry Martin ar the Pequea-Mill
Creek Project office, 3078 Air-
port Dr., P.O. Box 211, Smoke-
town. PA 17576-0211, (717)
396-9423.

Sterling
Cooperator Of Year

Farms
the Bucks County Conservation
District as this year’s “Outstand-
ing Conservation Cooperator.”

The award was presented by John Thomas,
district manager, as part of the Bucks-Mont
Crops Day Program.

Thomas said, “I giveSterling Farms a lotof
credit for persevering with their conservation
fanning efforts in the rapidly developing low-
er end of Bucks County.”

Sterling Farms consists of approximately
250 acres located at 2186 TwiningRoad near
Newtown. Sterling grows a wide variety of
crops, including corn, soybeans, vegetables,
small grains, and hay. Vegetables grown in-
clude sweet corn, peppers, tomatoes, pota-
toes, cucumbers, pumpkins, and squash.

Although labor intensive, growing and
marketing vegetables to many local stands
has allowed Sterling Farms to survive in the
rapidly developing area. Finding enough
farmland to make a living at growing just
grain crops wasn’t feasible due to lack ofopen
land in the area.

Bill Sterling is a sincere believer in soil
conservation and was one of the founding
directors of the Bucks County Conservation
District. Sterling developed a conservation
plan for this farm in 1968, the year he acquir-
ed it. Sterling said, “the original farm was set-
tled sometime in the 1700s, although I never
actually researched it.”

Since 1968, Sterling has installed more
than 58,000 feet of terraces, 9,000 feet of
grassed waterways, and more than 200 acres
of contour fanning. Cover cropping, crop ro-
tation, conservation tillage, and crop residue
management are also practiced throughout
the farm.

Many of the terraces and waterways on the
farm were built with Sterling’s own equip-
ment, along with some guidance from the
USDA Soil Conservation Service.

Edward Brzostek, district conservationist
for the service, said, “In my 20 years of ser-
vice, I have rarely seen a farm with the
amount of well-maintained conservation
practices as that of Sterling Farms. It really
makesyou feel good inside seeing a conserva-
tion farm like this one.”

Sterlingpointed out that he is justone ofthe
workers on the farm, and that his nephews
Tom and Jim McGowan are now responsible
for a major portion of the operation. He said
he is both glad andproud ofthe way Tom and
Jim have accepted the growing responsibili-
ties onthefarm. He creditsmuch ofthe farm’s
current success to their hard work.
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Increases Blowing Capacity
New bigger blower handles even more silage.
Four impeller blades adjust for close tolerance and ef-
ficient blowing.
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Stainless steel blower is available.
Proven cutter-and-claw gathering chain provides high-
volume delivery in frozen and hard packed silage.
Fully automated unloading because the 98C is self-
propelled on the silage surface without cable support.
No winch watching!

Owners of Patz 61, 66, 98, 98A and 988 unloaders:
This bigger blower will fit your unloader. Ask for details

Mixing T.M.R.
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| SEE YOUR NEAREST PATZ DEALER j

Patz
Get Proven-
Dependable
Gutter Cleaning
Select the proven Patz
hook-and-eye link. The
Patz 4-tooth drive
sprocket provides reliable
daily cleaning and long
life. Drive unit sizes
match your gutter length
and allow economical
expansion.
So, if you need new gut-
ter cleaner chain-
regardless of the brand
you now have, or whether
you need a new gutter
cleaner....examine the
many Patz features that
produce increased
reliability.
We offer a good supply
of parts and prompt,
dependable service.

Ask about Patz®
financing.

Tnllar
mounted
auger mixers

Stationary
auger
mixers
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CEDAR CREST
EQUIPMENT
717-270-6600
MECHANICSBURG
JOHN JONES
717-766-8582

MIFFLINTQWN
ZUfITFARM &

DAIRY EQUIPMENT
717-463-2606

ORANGEVILLE
FRANKLIN O. HESS
FARM EQUIPMENT
717-925-6939

QUARRYVILLE
UNICORN FARM
SERVICE
James E. Landis
717-786-4158

SHIPPENSBURG
WITHER EQUIPMENT
SERVICE
717-532-6139

SOMERSET
GROVE EQUIP. SALES
Mark Knepper
Cliff Lynn
814-445-6306

TRI-STATE
FARM AUTOMATION
301-416-7340

FINDER SERVICE CO.
, 410-778-0799

ENFIELD EQUIP.
410-838-0480

|

Gott Sponsor

SMOKER, LANDIS & COMPANY
Certified Public Accountants

• Individual Partnership & Corporate
Taxes

• Accounting
• Tax Planning
• Auditing
• Management Consulting
• Personal Financial Services
■ Computer & Consulting Services
• Payroll Preparation
• Retirement Plans

49 East Main Street, Loola
(717) 656-7544 or 392-1333

37 Market Square, Manheim
(717) 665-5979 or 393-1929

ALEXANDRIA
MAX ISENBEI
814-669-4027
BALLY
LONGACRE
ELECTRIC
215-845-2261
BEDFORD
BENCE’S FARM EQUIP.
814-623-8601
BELLEFQNTE
LUCAS BARN EQ.
814-383-2806
BELLEVILLE
MILLER-LAKE Inc.
717-935-2335

POUND. Wl
PATZ SALES, INC.
414-897-2251
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James Smith
717-432-2990


