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• Liquifies Manure And Prevents Solids
Build-Up

• Reduces Malodors
• Helps In Nitrogen Retention
• Reduces Agitation
• Greatly Increases Uniformity
• Increases biological & nutrient value

HALIFAX (Dauphin Co.) The John Hom-
mer'Family, originally from Glasgow, Cambria
County, will be honored for more than 50 years of
work on behalf of the Christmas tree industry in
the commonwealth, at the Pennsylvania Christ-
mas Tree Growers Association’s (PCTGA) annu-
al meeting January 14, in Carlisle.

The award will be presented by Pennsylvania
Secretary ofAgriculture Boyd E. Wolffand offic-
ers ofthe grower’s association. Mrs. John (Gene-
vieve) Hommer, New Cumberland, will accept
the award on behalf of the family.

The Hommer family joined the association in
1954 as one of the first members in the then
“infant” association which had been formed a few
years before. The Hommer’s lumber business in
Glasgow, Pa., Cambria County, had already been
going strong since 1864 when J.H. Hommer pur-
chased 1,000 acres of timber.

The Hommer Family continued the lumber
business throughout several family generations
and in 1992 planted their first Christmas trees.
The first Christmas trees were sold in 1930. At
the peak of theirChristmas tree business, the fam-
ily had 10 farms with mdte than one million
Christmas trees planted.

John Hommer (deceased) was elected to the
association’s board of directors in 1964 and
served two three-year terms on the board. Along
with his work for the Pennsylvania Christmas
Tree Growers. Hommer served as chairman ofthe
Agricultural Advisory Committee and the Pen-
nsylvania State Council of Farm Organizations.

“In the family’s early years ofgrowing Christ-
mas trees, they perfected through trial and
error and much diligentwork the art of grow-
ing pines and other varieties for Pennsylvania
conditions and helped bring the Christmas tree
industry to its high standard of quality,” accord-
ing to Melissa Nelson, PCTGA executive
secretary.

Throughout the 1950 s to the present, the fami-
ly demonstrated how to grow trees on reclaimed
coal mine areas and how to fertilize Christmas
tree varieties for best growth, said Nelson.

The family shared the “how-tos” of Christmas
tree growing with many other growers from
across the state and helped make Pennsylvania
one of the leading producers of top quality trees
in the nation. The family hosted the PCTGA sum-
mer meeting in 1973 and attended many National
Christmas Tree Association meetings.
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OldFashionedHardWork.
Old Time Values.

Old GuardInsurance.
old Guard Mutual Insurance Company has been insuring Pennsylvania, Maryland

and Delaware farms, homes and btisinesses since 1896.
We understand whatyour hard work and values are worth.

and offer unique loss prevention programs and no-nonsense policies
designed to protect that investment. For more information

or the name of the representative closest to you.
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ALL SIZES, GREAT BUYS, GOOD LAND Si
BLDGS. POSSON REALTY SELLS ONLY
FARMS 81 LAND. 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
COVERING MANY COUNTIES.

#1294 - LAKE COUNTRY Freestall Operation,
260 acres, more land for rent. 94 freestalls with
belt feeder from TMR mixer off 3 large silos. 60
freestall heifer barn, drive along feeding. Very
nice 10room house. $199,000. Price is firm but
below market value.
#1299 - NEAR BINGHAMTON - Good small
dairy farm. 65 acres, all pasture and tillable.
Adjoining is 880 acres for rent. 44 tie stall barn
with pipeline. Nice 4 bedroom home. Located on
quiet road and nice setting. $99,500. Price is
firm.
#1290 - 850 ACRES - 400 freestall barn,
parlor, silos plus big concrete pad storage.
Three houses. Land is flat no stone. Adjoining
400 acres also available. Asking $600,000.
Seller says make an offer.

#1258 - HOG FARM - 200 acres productive
corn ground. Barn is In excellent condition.
120 sow farrow to finish, slatted floors with
lagoon, automatic feed mill. Eight room house.
$260,000. Barn cost more than this.
Price is firm.

POSSON REALTY
RD#3 Box 272

Norwich, N.Y. 13815
(607) 334-9727
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