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meal. Someresearchers even sug-
gest that the change in the grunting
pattern serves as a signal for the
pigs to “get ready” for the milk
flow.

When the milk let down ceases,
the pigs often massage the udder
again. We’re not sure why they do
this, because the milk flow has
stopped. But there is evidence that
the duration and intensity of mas-
sage on a teat can influence the
milk production from the two
glands supplying that teat.

Hormonal Changes
In The Sow

The stimulation of nursing cre-
ates a hormonal shift which, in
turn, brings on a cascade of phys-
iological changes in the sow.

The digestive tract is adaptedfor
an increase in feed intake. Fat
stores throughout the body are
mobilized for the monumental
increase in energythat the sow will
need to crank out milk. The blood
flow and metabolism in the mam-
mary gland change in a way that
help the udder mopup every scrap
ofenergy and nutrients that happen
to pass by in the bloodstream. And
all ofthis, which affects the life of
the pig and the money in your
pocket, is intensified as pigs spend
more time massaging the udder.

Can The Sow
And Pig

Understand
Each Other?

Any producer that’s farrowed at
least one sow will agree that as
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soon as a sow starts the grunting
(barking) routine, pigs will stop
what they’re doing and line up at
the dinner table.

But Dr. Algers takes it a step
farther. He has found that when
sows and litters are exposed to 8S
decibels of fan noise, the grunting
of the sow is masked. As a result,
fewerpigs are attracted to thefront
of the udder. The systematic rou-
tine ofmassage-suckle-massage is
disrupted.Total time spentnursing
and massaging is reduced. Fights
occur more frequently. And not
surprisingly, milk production is
lower.

Now stop and think about the
last time you had a conversation
with someone in your farrowing
house, especially during the sum-
mer months when the fans were
rolling. You have to shout to be
heard. And ifyou’re more than 10
feet apart, you can’t even under-
stand each other.

Now, add to that the sound of a
radio, played loud enough that you
can hear it over the noise of the
ventilation system. It should make
you wonder if we’re doing the
sows any favors by adding even
moreclatter toa place that already
is not very peaceful.

Is it important for a pig to hear
the sow’s voice? One study has
shown that at one day of age, 46
percent of the pigs tested in three
litters responded to the voice of
their own sow when it was tested
against the voice of another sow.
By day two, 88 percent responded
exclusively to their own sow. If
nature has built in thatrecognition
ability, I think it’s fair to assume
there must be a reason.

Using What
We Know

Scott Hotter and a crew of five
who manage a 1,200-sow farrow-
to-feeder unit in Lebanon County
make an artofcross fostering. I say
this, because in the two years that
the unit has been farrowing sows,
preweaning mortality has aver-
aged less than five percent

Admittedly, the large farrowing
groups present more opportunities
for cross-fostering, but the follow-
ing practices obviously go a long
way toward reducing death loss.

As a farrowing room fills with
newborn pigs, litters are first
equalized for number and size of
pigs. From there on, sows and lit-
ters are carefully observed, and the
best and poorest milldng sows are
quickly identified. The small,
weak pigs are moved to the best
nursing sows (especially those
with slender nipples thatare easily
to nurse). The largest, most robust
pigs are placed on sows that seem
to be struggling.

Often entire litters are moved,
and sometimes more than once.
This cross-fostering process con-
tinues throughout lactation, termi-
nated only 4-5 daysprior to wean-
ing. The increased massage
brought on by big hungry pigs, as
well as some well-timed injections
of oxytocin, usually bring the
poorer milking sows around. And
if you haven’t already noticed,
what Scott is doing fits well with
the theories suggestedby research.

Summary
1. The delicateprocess of nurs-

ing and milkproduction is one that
has much to do with whether we
make or lose money in the hog
business.

2. Improving our understanding
of the metabolic changes brought

on by lactation, thebehavioral pat-
terns of the sow and the pig, and
die elusive signals of communica-
tion will clearly help us maximize
sow productivity.

3. Hearing and recognizing
sounds made by the sow appearto
be important for the piglet in sti-
mulating milk production. Given
that, we should tty harder to make
our farrowing rooms a little more
like the spota sowwouldchoosein
the wild, anda little less like abus

station.

Ohio Breeders Do Well
With Jerseys

REYNOLDSBURG. Ohio
The eighth annual Guernsey Gold
Futurity washeld on Nov. 7,1993,
in Louisville, Kentucky, at the
North American International
Livestock Exposition. Judge Dave
Kjome of Rochester, Minnesota,
presided over the 3-year-old roy-
alty participating in the show.

The winner of the 1993 Guern-
sey Gold Futurity was Raemelton
Prime Majestic, an 89 point Geo
Mars Andy Prime daughterowned
by Ralph Turley of Mansfield,
Ohio. “Majestic” has production
records to 18.200 M 4.6% 83SF
3.5% 634 P at 2-00 in 365 days,
earning her a cheese try sponsored
by Tri-State Milk Cooperative for
the high protein award.

She was presented with a cham-
pagne coller donated by Ed and
Shirley Wright of Saginaw,
Michigan, and the first place ban-
ner sponsored by E.R. Berousek
of Yukon, Oklahoma. “Majestic”
alsoreceived the best udder award
a footed silver tray donated by
Four Winds Farm of Hartland.
Wisconsin, and the Russell Wen-
ger Memorial Award, a silvertray
sponsored by Calton Wenger of
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Goshen, Indiana, for the best bred
and owned animal.

The first runner-up was Sande
Hill Jeans Jewel, an 87 point
Shenmont Telestar Sarge-ET
daughter. Her owner, Leroy Lind-
ley of Oxford, Ohio, was present-
ed with a silverrevere bowl donat-
ed byR-Way Farm, Southington,
Ohio, for placing second.

Winning the high milk, high
butterfat and high cow perfor-
mance index awards was Twin
Brook Fayette Taffy, an 87 point
Fayette daughter owned by Jona-
than McMurray of Eighty Four.
‘Taffy” has production records to
16.240 M 4.6% 752 F 3.3% 535 P at
2-OS in 319 days.

American Breeders Service,
Deforest, Wisconsin, donated the
silver water pitcher for the high
milk production award to McMur-
ray. Marfred Farm. Saluda, South
Carolina, sponsored the silver
bread basket for the high butterfat
production award. The octagonal
wallclock for the high cow perfor-
mance index award was sponsored
by Bay Meadow Farms, Galt,
California.
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DECEMBER
TUES., WED., THURS.
DEC. 14, 15. 16 -10AM
Fairhills NJ. Manalapan NJ,
Haverstraw NY. Tues. L.V.
Ludlow Bldg. Supplies, Rte.
202 Farhills, NJ. Wed. Mill-
hurst Business Park, Man-
alapan, NJ. Thurs. Rt 9W
& Westside Ave. Equip-
ment & Store Fixtures,
Paint, Household Items,
Hardware, Tools, Plumbing
Supplies, Garden Supplies,
Elec. Dept Pool Supplies,
Lumber, Kitchen Cabinets,
Doors & Windows, Misc.
Peter Costanzo, Aucts.

Located South of Carlisle,
Pa., off Rt 81 at Plainfield
Exit to Rt. 11, S. 2 miles to
Cumberland Golf Course,
turn right, go 1 mile to Clay
Rd„ left to stop sign, left to
2nd farm on left. Bill &

Cynthia McKeehan, own-
ers. Rick Foreman, auct.
FRI. DEC. 17- 11:30AM 2
Complete Holstein HerdDispersals at Shady LaneDairy Sales, Inc., ’/. Mile
West of Quarryville, Pa. off
Rt 372 onto Oak Bottom
Rd. Managed by Shady
Lane Dairy Sales, Inc.

THURS. DEC. 16 -

12Noon, Bob's Big Boy
Restaurant. Located Colo-
nial Park, Rl 22 East, Har-
risburg, Pa. Directions: 1-81
To 1-83 Exit Colonial Park.Directly Across From Colo-
nial Park Mall. Mark Bara-
nowski, Auct.
Fi

SAT. DEC. 18 - 1 ;30PM
Personal Property. From
Reading take Rt. 183 N. to
Fairview Rd. turn right to
White Oak Rd. turn right to
property. Bern Township,
Berks Co. By Martha
Peters. Horning Farm
Agency, Inc.

:RI. DEC. 17 -11AM Ml.
lock Farm Christmas Cow
Sale, 100 Holsteins.

MON. DEC. 20 - 3:30 PM
Leesport Farmers Market.
Toys and games, antiques.
Dave Boyer, auct.

PUBLIC AUCTION
MONDAY, DEC. 20th

3:30 P.M.
LEESPORT FARMERS MARKET

Early washtub stand, copper wash boiler,
Griswold fry pans, occupied Japan, sterling
silver, kitchen items, mixing bowls, molasses
pump, old match packs. Depression glass,
glassware, etc.

Lots of Toys and Games: Childs sad iron,
dolls, 16MM cartoons, Roy Rogers guitar &

cup, Fez’s, Gi Joe items, racing sets, car &

airplane models. lunch pails, cartoon glasses.
Hot Wheel sets, books, McDonald’s items.
Ideal motorific boats, Wiley E. Coyote fig-
ures, Fort Apache, lots of games, etc.

THIS AUCTION CONTAINS MANY
TOYS, GAMES & ANTIQUES NOT
ADVERTISED, DON’T MISS IT!
Dave Boyer 748 Clinton St.
Auctioneer Pottsvllle, PA
Lie. «AU-002894-L 717-622-8236

BOMBERGER’S
STORE
Elm, PA

717-664-4660

DANIEL'S
FARM STORE

330 Gian brook Rd.
Lada, PA

717-656-6982

FISHER &

THOMPSON,
INC.

127 Newport Rd.
Laola, PA

717-656-3307

GOOD'S STORE,
INC.

RD *2 East Earl, PA
717-354-4026

HUBER'S
ANIMAL HEALTH

SUPPLIES
810 Tulpahockan Rd.

Myarstown
717-866-2246

J.B. ZIMMERMAN
& SONS

Dairy Div.-Blua Ball, PA
717-354-8030

KAUFFMAN
FARM SUPPLY

Ml. Ptaaaant Mills
717-539-4571

Ballavitta 717-935-2131

TCFV AlTi
ACE HARDWARE

1739 W. Main St
Ephrata, PA

717-738-4241

EQUIPMENT CO.
Bt 501

S. of Schaattarstown, PA
717-949-6817

NORMAN D.
CLARK & SON

RT. 76
Honay Grova, PA

717*751aM19
A Loyavilla (717) 789-3117

PIKEVILLE
EQUIPMENT, INC

R.D.92
Olay, PA

215-967-6277

Christmas,
Put
ley Boots
Your Tree!

INGLE
INC

1122 Woodstock Rd.
Fayotlovlllo, PA

717-212-2728

>gh, yet so light-weight you’ll
let you're wearing ’em. This
tns less work fatigue that can
to farm accidents.

ipandabla And Dur-
l•...Tlngl•y Works With You
iry Stop Of Ths Way!

MARTIN'S
REFRIGERATION,

FOWL'S FEED
SERVICE INC.

Lancaster Pika
Peach Bottom, PA

717-548-2376

SHADE GAP
MILL

HC 62, Shad* Gap, PA
814-259-3288

SHARTLESVILLE
FARM SERVICE

RD 1, Hamburg, PA
215-488-1025

UMBERGER'S
OF FONTANA
Rt. 322 at Fontana

717-867-5161

WAYNE FEED
SUPPLY STORE

101 N. 2nd St.
DUlsburg, PA
717-432-0623

or 1-200-342-1464

WEAVER'S
STORE, INC.

1011 Dry Tavsrn Rd.
Denver, PA

21S-445-6791

W.L. STERNER,
INC.

516 Frederick St.
Hanover, PA
717-637-2159

ZIMMERMAN'S
HARNESS SHOP

RR 2, Box 36
Martinsburg, PA

214-793-3961


