
Com Classic
At Mile-High

ST. LOUIS, Mo. A
“Rocky Mountain High”
awaits the 2,000-plus com
growers and industry leaders
expected to attend the National
Com Growers Association’s
(NCGA) 1994 Com Classic in
Denver, Colo., Feb. 27 - March
1.

“Meeting in the Mile-High
City gives farmers and their
families the unique opportunity
to reap the benefits of Com
Classic and enjoy some of the
finest snow-skiing in the coun-
try,” said Scott Wall, a Yuma
County, Colo., com grower
and Com Gassic chairman.

“Com Classic offers a pre-
stigious slate of speakers, top-

notch entertainment, and a
superb trade show,” he said.
“Couple that with the chance to
ski the Rockies with other com
grower families at discount
group rates, and you have a
sure-fire formula for success.”

Already Com Classic has
lined up political commentator
Mark Shields as keynote
speaker on Monday, February
28. His appearance is spon-
sored by DowElanco. Shields
is known for his wit and keen
understanding of the American
political system. The analyst
has managed political cam-
paigns from the courthouse to
the White House in some 38
states.

Shields appears everyFriday

City
on PBS's prestigious
“MacNeil/Leher Newshour”
and can be seen on Saturdays
on CNN as part of the award-

CHAMPAIGN, 111 Wide-
spreead use of environmentally
friendly packing products is
one step closer to reality with
the opening of the first manu-
facturing plant for ComPak,
the only loose-fill packing
material that is 100 percent
biodegradable.

Areola Grain Products, Inc.,
is the first licensed producer of
ComPak and is now manufac-
turing at its Areola, Illinois,
plant. The company’s produc-

bringing improved food and fiber to the world.
Still a U.S. based, family owned company.

A Company You
Can Count On

Bringing Improved Seed Genetics To Your Farm
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wt. CARGILL HYBRID SEEDS
Sees Courtly two Loo, Cano HS PA 17011

717-731-9599

Count on Cargill!
127 years of partnership with American farmers....

Cauls Fischer
Sykesvllle, MD

Jim Bsysr
Upperco, MO

Ranald L. Carty
Columbus, NJ

Olsndon 8. Colsman
Elmer, NJ
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winning “Capital Gang.”
For more information about

Com Classic, call NCGA at
(314) 275-9915.

CornPak Expands With New Manufacturers, Distributors
tion is being sold through a net-
work of distributors developed
by MatketLink USA, Inc., a
nationwidesales firm with reg-
ional offices in St. Louis and
central Illinois.

loper, Innovative Packaging, is
working with independent pro-
ducers to establish other manu-
facturing centers throughout
the nation.

More information on Com-
Pak manufacturing and distri-
bution opportunities is avail-
able form Innovative Packag-
ing Coiporation, 304 W. Hill,
Champaign IL 61820, (217)
352-0095. For product inquir-
ies and orders, contact Market-
Link USA. (217) 897-1862.

-Made from ground “puffed”
com, ComPak is as strong and
resilient as styrofoam peanuts,
but offers a number of perfor-
mance advantages.

To make Com Pak more
widely available and reduce
the cost of distribution and
delivery, the product’s deve-

NCGA Calls For
7.5 Percent Corn

Reduction For 1994
ST.LOUIS. Mo. —The National Com

Growers Association (NCGA) recently
recommended to the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) that
the acreage reduction program (ARP)
percentagefor the 1994com cropbe setat
7.5 percent.

The recommendation was made in a
letter from NCGA President Randy
Cruise, a Pleasanton, Neb., com fanner.

NCGA’s recommendation is based on
current estimates of the 1993 production
and anticipated demandfor the 1993 and
1994 marketing years. The latest USDA
estimate ofthe 1993 com crop is 7.23 bil-
lion bushels, but Cruise pointed out that
this year’s crop may face a great deal of
uncertainty at this time.

One example is the com crop’s vulner-
ability to frost damage because of late
planting and unusually cool temperatures
throughout most of the growing season.

“We would expect the Secretary to
make necessary adjustments to the preli-
minary program announcement to reflect
significant changes in the total supply of
feed grains,” Cruise wrote.

If 1993 production is close to current
estimates, NCGA predicts a 7.S percent
ARP will result in sufficientcom produc-
tion to meet likely demand without
unnecessarily adding to stocks.

“Farmers are frustrated by cash com
prices that arevirtually unchangedfrom a
year ago when com production was 2.25
billion bushels higher,” Cruise wrote.
Record com production last year kept
cash prices from rising this summer. If
1994production adds to carryover stocks,
it will not only weaken 1994 com prices,
but also 1995 and 1996. prices. Cruise
predicts.

I

“Fanners cannot profitably compete at
today’s low com prices andcannot afford
to produce surplus com which has aprice-
depressing impact,” Cruise wrote.

Otherrecommendations announced by
NCGA recently to support com farmer
profitability include:

• USDA shouldmake SO percent of the
projected deficiency payment available at
sign-up in order to help producers who
lost crops and income potential this year
to finance their 1994 crop.

• USDA should establish a marketing
loan for cofn at no less than the basic loan
rate, which NCGA estimates to be $1.98
per bushel, to assure a competitive posi-
tion for U.S. com whileproviding income
support for producers.


