
ROCKSPRING (Centre Co.) —

Different colors of plastic mulch
that may help reduce pesticide
spraying. A trickle irrigation sys-
tem that conserves water. Rasp-
berry and orchard production sys-
tems that could reduce labor re-
quirements and increase yields.

These are just a few of the on-
going research projects you can
see at Penn State’s Ag Progress
Days, August 17-19.

This year’s theme is “Conserv-
ing Our Resources Through Sci-
ence.” Visitors to the event can
learn how agricultural research is

helping to improve their food and
Fiber while enhancing farm effi-
ciency and protecting the environ-
ment. o

tial if we are to minimize the en-
vironmental impactof agricultural
production and maintain the pro-
fitability of farming,” said Dr.
John Ayers, professor of plant
pathology in Penn State’s College
of Agricultural Sciences and the
tour coordinator.

Thirty-minute bus tours of the
horticulture, plant pathology,
agronomy and entomology re-
search farms and the USDA Pas-
ture Research Laboratory will
highlight a variety of projects de-
signed to increase production effi-
ciency and yields, reduce reliance
on chemical pesticides and ferti-
lizers, and conserve natural re-
sources such as soil and water.

“Research such as this is essen-

Among the projects featured is
an evaluation ofdifferentcolors of
plastic mulch for pest control.Re-
searchers have found that some
crop-eating insects are attracted to
certain colors. By placing pesti-
cide-laced bait with colored mulch
in a small area, producers may be

KUBOTA MAKES LIGHT WORK
OF YOUR HEM CHORES

Kubota's rugged, mid-size agricultural tractors are powerful, versatile, and hardworking.
Available in 2WD and 4WD, our line of L-Series tractors come with 20-49 PTO HP. Equipped with

Kubota liquid-cooled diesel engines, these compact tractors are powerful enough for heavy loading, lift-
ing and moving. Your clutch life doubles with Kubota's exclusive "Ever Clutch". And, transmission
choices include the Kubota Glide Shift Transmission, enabling you to "glide" through 8 forward and
8 reverse gears withoutclutching.

For larger chores, our M-Series line of farm tractors range from 44 to 91 PTO HP and handle a wide
variety of performance-matched implements.
These fuel efficient tractors are equipped with
Kubota direct-injection liquid-cooled diesel
engines, and a choice of manual shuttle or
standard transmission.

If you've got a heavy work load, and want
power plus efficiency, look at Kubota's L & M
Series tractors at the Dealer nearest you.

Kubota Tractor Corporation markets a full line of tractors
through a nationwidenetwork of over 1 000 dealers

'<■ jboha.
See Your Local Kubota Dealer
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Ag Research Aims To Conserve Resources
able to kill the pest without spray-
ing insecticide on an entire field.

By taking the tour, you also can
learn about fruit and vegetable
varieties with natural resistance to
diseases and insects: using biode-
gradable mulches, such as recy-
cled newspaper, to suppress
weeds and reduce herbicides; soil
and plant nitrogen testing, with an
eye toward optimizing nitrogen
fertilizer applications; and testing
the effectiveness of natural preda-
tors and parasites as alternative in-
sect controls.
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The free bus tours are offered
every 20 minutes from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. all three days of the event.
Tours continue until 7 p.m. during
extended hours on Wednesday,
August 18.
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