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Herd Genetic Profile

Improvements in dairy herd
performance can be attributed to
genetics and herd management.
The challenge dairy producers
face is to breed good genetics into
the herd and then manage the herd
in a manner that will enable cows
to perform to their genetic poten-
tial, and to do so profitably.

GLENN’
UDDERINGS }

By g
Glenn A. Shirk :

Lancaster Exiension )
Dairy Agent ,

Your DHIA records can pro-
vide a clue to the genetic progress
of your herd. Table 1 is a section
of Raleigh’s DHIA Herd Sum-
mary Report. It shows the genetic
profile of the herds on official test
in Lancaster County. A similar
genetic profile can be found on the
Pa. DHIA Herd Summary Report
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Table 1 as an example, 65% of the
services were to A L proven sires,
22% were to A.IL young sires, and
“other” sires accounted for the
remaining 13%. The PTAS for the
proven sires was +233 compared
to +219 for the young sires — not
much difference. The PTAS of
these service sires is an estimate of
how profitable the future daught-
ers of these sires will be compared

- 10 herdmates sired by bulls with

PTAS of zero, The PTAS in Table
1 is blank, but producers can
choose 1 of 3 options: PTA$ MFP
(milk, fat and protein), PTA$ MF
(milk and fat) or PTAS €Y
(cheese yield).

It is interesting to note that the
PTAS of the randomly used young
sires is almost equal to those of the
more selectively used proven
sires. Both of these far exceeded
the PTAS of “other” bulls, many
of which in these official herds
probably were “clean-up” bills
and “heifer settlers.”

The PTAS for “other” bulls
used in unofficial herds (not
shown) was +141 compared to the
+61 in Table 1. These “other”
bulls probably farm bulls,
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SERVICE OR SE FOR PAST 12 MONTHS
HEAT ITTERVALS || semvice | numeen | s suc sepvice
WNTERVAL| Numeer || NUMBER | SERVICES | CESSPAL | Jfag
LENGTH | INTERVALS | == %3] 48l 221
18-24 11| 2ND 25| %1:1218
3648 7]{ 3RD +
OTHER 2q/[ToTAL [ YOSl . 2

vices in the unofficial herds. The
unofficial herds probably made
more of an effort to select farm
bulls out of genetically superior
cows, but in spite of these efforts
their PTAS were still about 100
less than for the two groups of A.L
sires in Table 1.

Not shown for the county aver-
age in Table 1 are the percentile
rankings of sires used. These
should appear on herd summary
reports for individual herds. A
good goal is to choose sires in the
80 percentile group or higher.

Table 2 also contains some
information on service sire PTAS.
The average PTAS of sires used
for 1st services was 221, com-
pared to 210 for 3rd and greater
services. In other words, there was
a slight tendency to not waste
expensive semen and good gene-

average PTAS for.all sires used
was 218.

So far, we have been talking
about service sires. Table 3 shows
the AIPL PTAS of the cows and
their sires. These estimates are
calculated by AIPL (Animal
Improvement Programs Laborat-
ory at USDA in Beltsville, Md.)
using the Animal Model method.
AIPL PTAS can be calculated on
registered or grade cows, living or
dead, if the cows have at least one
usable official record and their
sires are identified. At least 25%
of the herd must have sires with
PTAS values reported for average
PTAS of sires to be calculated.

Are You Making Genetic
ress?
1f the AIPL. PTAS of the 1st lac-
tation cows and their sires is grea-

accounted for S0% of all the ser- tics on problem breeders. The
{Turn to Page A34)
Table 3 DRY COW PROFILE IDENTIFICATION SUMMARY
NUMBER | AV | "AMCA | NUMBER | NOMBER | AERAGE ,#:l's % % x | %
DRY DAYS | FEWER o1 o | waeHr sine | oam |usaBe|
perios | oAY | v | 2073 | Ghars cows | simes | 0 L s
ISTLACT 4' TTBOXI0OY (177 —87 1 B3
2ND LACT. 1% ] 2 IT e 1290 |¥9Y (159 81| 9T |
3 + LACTS 23 €7 14 71330 [¥56 (1134 94 8%
%"’“""Ns 38| 64 3 28 911270 |474 146 83! 91 83

PTRI-COUNTY
HOG EQUIPMENT

S VALUE LEADER $

PIG SAVER "DUTCH CRATE" Developed threugh testing In our resesrch

forms the goal was to develop & orate that nearly eliminates crushing, due to lay ons, unmatched

durabliity and be sasy to work
around. All this has besn
achisved by a unique gravity
filpeail that forces sows to lie
down slowly and using stainiess
steel for rear doors and legs,
preven horizontal and eolld steel
rod construction, AN this at a
reasonable cost. Crate also can
be instalied on en sngle.

Harvestore High Moisture
Grain structure with a
ForceFlo™ Power Sweep
Auger Unloader.

CONFINEMENT
STALL

Developed recently in our R&D farm,
Our goale were senvenience, safety
and durablility. The low back and
fiat top ralls are sasy te reach sver
with no sharp edges. Stainless steel
rear logs and front feet along with
solid steel hotizental reds through
punched uprights provide the
strongest, most durable stall ever
produced by Tri-County (21"-24"
0.C. x 88™)

Now is the best time
to make a decision.

PHONE: 717-626-1164 or 717-394-3047

LASSIFISD ADS )

Call your authorized
Harvestore Products
dealer today.

C

— FANS —

3:'«.."'.."2. steel érinker pipes &

meunting brackets also Increase 20" 6000 CFM
ENDLESS MOUNTAINS . 36~ 11500 oA
HARVESTORE® SYSTEMS, INC.  Ghuck Ot Poes

¢ 48" Tunnel Fans

“Your local, independent, authorized Harvestore Systems Dealer” FINISHING PENNING

Optional sisliniess steel verticals and
fastenere siter impeoved durabitity
over other simiar types of penning.

MAIN OFFICE:

Route 6, PO Box G
(Across From Sinbad's
Restaurant)
Wysox, PA 18854
(717) 265-2200

BRANCH OFFICE:

Rt. 15 South (Dow Building)
P.O. Box 612
Lewisburg, PA 17837
(717) 523-6600

Loop and flapper latch arrangement
sliminates the use of drep pins.
Siainiess stes! fonce line feeders
provide excelisnt durabliity and »
minimum of waste.

Distributing

1-800-Weaver-D
TRE-COUNBY ... WE DELIVER 1-800-932-8373
Contimenment Systems, Ine r,huv:; ‘1’():. and RD 2 Froderlcksburg,

SHIP UPS DALY

» "
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