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ALFRED, N.Y. This year’s
“Agriculture Tech Prep 2000”
summer course for college and
high school educators is scheduled
for the campus of Alfred State
College of Technology July
26-30.

That’s the word from Morris C.
Mead, assistant professor in the
college’s Agriculture and Horti-
culture Department, who is Ag
Tech Prep (ATP) coordinator for
Alfred State.

Mead describes the offering as
“one of the mostambitious techni-
cal programs ever attempted at the
state level.

“It targets all school districts in
the state with the common mes-
sage that there are more opportun-
ities in agriculture-related
businesses and industries than
most of us could possibly ima-
gine,” he said.

The specific audience is the
middle SO percent of high school
students, those who might be
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thinking of college but might not
have a clear concept of what it is
they want out ofhigher education,
Mead noted.

The ATP 2000 project is funded
with a $250,000 five-year grant to
establish a statewide agriculture
curriculum that includes mathe-
matics. science, communications,
and the technologies for many stu-
dents who might otherwise not
consider an ag-related career.

New York State is the only state
in the nation with an Ag Tech Prep
program, Mead said.

How does it work?
The project will create a new

curriculum choice for high school
juniors and seniors to prepare
them for the next step a two-
year, agriculture-related program
at one of the state’s colleges of
technology.

“Students who successfully
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complete the high school courses
would be accepted at the College
of Technology at Alfred (Alfred
State) and at the Colleges ofAgri-
culture and Technology at Morris-
ville and Cobleskill,” Mead said.
“The programs they select at the
college level would pick up where
the high schools left off.”

Involved with the five-year pro-
ject, along with the three colleges,
are the following 12 pilot schools
where the program will be tested
starting this fall:

Central School, and Vernon-
Verona-Sherrill Central School in
the central region.

• And, Greenville Central
Junior-Senior High School
(Greene County), John Bowne
High School (New York City),
Putnam/Northern Westchester
BOCES (Yorktown Heights), and
Tri-Valley Central School, Gra-
hamsville (Sullivan County), in
the eastern region.

Teachers from the 12 school
systems spent the academic year
field testing educational materials
for the project. Writing teams
have been formed to review
materials and suggest changes or
additions.

• Cuba-Rushford Central
School, Fillmore Central School,
Friendship Central School, and
Pioneer Central School (York-
shire) in the western portion ofthe
state. an Yau •uvft, m«vi •Van /
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Courses under consideration
include environmental science,
plant and animal science, mecha-
nization systems and structures,
managing an agricultural enter-

• Lowville Central School,
Madison-Oneida BOCES, St.
Johnsville (Montgomery County)

Gain capacity without sacrificing
bird comfort or aisle width
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prise, aquaculture, and food
science.

For more information, the fol-
lowing campus coordinators may
be contacted: College of Technol-
ogy at Alfred, Professor Morris
Mead (607) 587-4525; College of
Agriculture and Technology at
Morrisville, Professor James Van-
Riper, (315) 684-6240; and Col-
lege of Agriculture and Technolo-
gy at Cobleskill, Professor John
Tyron. (518) 234-5571.

UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre Co.)
Farm ponds provide water for firefighting,
irrigation, and livestock. During summer,
they may even be used for swimming.

Ifyou use a pond or a swimming pool for
recreation on your farm, make sure it is safe,
said a safety expert in Penn State’s College of
Agricultural Sciences.

“Water safety is particularly important if
you have children on your farm,” said Dr.
Dennis Murphy, professor of agricultural
engineering. “According to the National
Safety Council, drowning is the second lead-
ing cause of death in children and youths
aged one to 24.”

Children under four are at especially high
risk. “It takes justan inch of water and a few
moments without supervision for a child to
drown,” Murphy said. “Drowning generally
is silent, without a cry for help or a splash to
alert adults. It easily can happen in a bathtub,
kiddie pool, or your farm pond.”

Children always need adult supervision
near water. “Consider putting a fence around
your pond or pool to keep children from
entering the water without adult supervi-
sion,” Murphy said. “All children and non-
swimmers should wear personal flotation
devices at all times.”

Encourage your children to learn to swim.
“You can enroll children over age three in
swimming lessons taught by qualified
instructors,” Murphy said. “Butkeep in mind'
that lessons don’t make your child ’drawn-
proof.’”

Before letting people swim in your pond,
mark safe swimming areas and set up a
rescue station. “Keep a strong, lightweight
pole 10 to 12feet long and a ring or tube with
a line attached in the pool or pond area at all
times,” Murphy said. “Also keep a list of
first-aid procedures and where to get help in
case of an emergency.”

Near-drownings are more common than
drownings, so preparing for the worst coutd
save a life. “In a crsis situation, basil
emergency medical procedures can help until
emergency personnel arrive,” Murphy said.
“It’s a good idea to learn CPR and mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation if people swim on your
property.”

Murphy notes that ano all farm ponds are
suitable for recreation. “Never swim in water
shared by livestock or polluted by runoff
containing chemicals or animal waste,” Mur-
phy said. “Avoid stagnant and algae-fllled
water, since some algae produce toxins that
can cause severe illness and even death. Stay
away from ponds during storms and when
spillways are flowing.”

More information about farm safety is
available from the Perin State Cooperative
Extension office in -your county.
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Remodel with Chore-Time and you
can have more birds, better per-

formance and less maintenance. Chore-
Time’s 4 tier, 20 inch deep Duratrlms
are the same width as 3 tier dropping
board systems and 4 tier reverse cages.
Go from 60,000 birds to 80,000 birds.

Over 80% of the nation’s top egg
producers* have already switched

to Chore-Time cages with ULTRAFLO®
Feeders!*

Egg producers have been putting up with obsolete
chain feeders far too long. Now there's a better

way. Chore-Time's proven ULTRAFLO Cage Feeding
System Since introduction, more than 80% of thetop
54 egg producers' have gone to ULTRAFLO A lot of
smaller ones have too.

They've all looked at the advantages and chosen
ULTRAFLO. That's because it makes them more
profitable Total eggproduction and egg size—these
are the best benefits of our complete feeding system.

Why not check out the facts for yourself? Contact
us now—or ask any producer who owns ULTRAFLO.

Because the only negative comments about our
feeding system come from our competition—not from
our customers

*The Tap 54 US £m Producen uf 11.1.d In NoaJDtc 1991 EGG INDUSTRY

Call or sendfor the list of over 80%
top egg producers who have

switched to Chore-Time!
Call or send for the list of over 200
Ultraflo® houses in the Northeast.
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Contracts
Take advantage of
this ideal income
opportunity for family
farm*. Call far ityfor-
motion on production
contract* for new and
remodeled layer
houses.
1.800-673-3080


