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“Odor Cns:s Propels Team Overseas To Look At Digesters

A six-member exchange team wlil travel to China to study ways to get rid of the
methane odor generated from manure and to supply inexpensive power forthose who
may want to use the technology on their farms. Standing In front of a map of China
from left are Harlan Keener, swine farmer; James Kauffman, poultry farmer; Gerald
Heistand, Lancaster Conservation District assistant administrator; Dr. Richard Fite,
USDA, team leader; Virgil Gutshall, vo-ag Instructor and swine farmer; and Dr. Robert
Graves, Penn State professor of ag engineering.
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Lancaster Farming Staff

LANCASTER (Lancaster Co.)
— On Wednesday, a six-member
exchange team will travel to China
to study ways to get rid of the
methane odor generated from
manure and to supply inexpensive
power for those who may want to
use the technology on their farms.

The group, which includes two

- Lancaster County farmers, a con-

servation district representative,
an ag teacher (also a farmer), a
USDA official, and an ag engineer,
will board a plane on July 28 for a
three-week trip to China.

The exchange is being engi-
neered through the USDA Office
of International Cooperation and
Development with grants from
several ag industry and other orga-
nizations, including the Center for
Rural Pennsylvania, a legislative
agency of the Pennsylvania Gener-
al Assembly.

The purpose of the tour is to pro-
vide information exchange
between the ag industries of the
two countries. Primarily, the visi-
tors from the U.S. will want to

know exactly how the smaller
farms of China — many with less
than 50 hogs, or 10-20 head of
dairy cattle — make use of the
more than reportedly one million
methane digesters in the country.

*‘Back in the '70s, when I got
started in digester work when I was
in a similar position in Wisconsin,
it was the Energy Crisis,"" said Dr.
Robert E. Graves, a professor of ag
engineering at Penn State, at a
meeting of the group at the Lancas-
ter Farm and Home Center last
week. ‘‘Well, now I guess you'd
say it’s the Odor Crisis.”’

The Odor Crisis, caused by
complaints from residential areas
located near farms that have man-
ure storage facilities, has been
pushing the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice and other agencies to find a
way to control the odor problem.
Methane digesters collect the
methane generated by manure and
use the gas to drive generators or to
provide heat.

Penn State research-
ers and agencies have
been working for more
than a decade to find
some way to deal with
the odor problem. Far-
mers that have manure
containment facilities,
such as storage tanks,
are seeking to cover the
facility — but the gas
remains. Many are seck-.
ing ways to deal with the
potential problems of
methane gas, to either
contain it and burn it off
or to use a an anaerobic

2000 Head Finisher
1200 Sow Feeder Pig Unit

digesterand convert it to
electrical or heat
energy.

Graves, part of the
exchange group, said,
‘I feel woefully
inadequate about good,
reasonably positive,
surefire methods of con-

FARM INCOME SPECIALISTS

our prices on concrete manure tanks.

SERVICE

PARTS

watering, penning, flooring, specialized building materials and much more.

Tn -County can assist you in planning a facnllty to meet your needs including cash flows, productnon contracts,
financing, nutrient management planning and permits. We offer top quality at an affordable price.

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

Computerized estimating and drafting for all your construction and equipment needs. Renovations and new con-
struction packages - large and small. Tri-County’s experienced staff can design a building to meet your needs. Check

We inventory a large selection of parts available for immediate pickup or U.P.S. delivery such as ventilation, feeding,

trolling odor from
stored manure.”” The
digesters, he said, can
‘‘get a good handle on
odor.”

Members of the
group include:

¢ Dr. Richard W,
Fite, veterinary medical
officer, USDA. Fite is
the team leader.

(Turn“to Page A36)
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FOR SALE

25x48
Greenhouse

We offer a specialized staff to handle all your repair and service needs. Emergency repairs are available 24 hours a day.
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Best Offer
over $500.00

Menno S. Beller
718 Vintage Rd.
Christlana, Pa 17509

250 SOW FEEDER PIG UNIT - 3000 HEAD 5

ROOM FINISHER

Call Tri-County for all your swine, poultry & livestock
facility needs. We offer a complete line of quality products
and services for today’s producer at a price you can afford.

CONFINEMENT SYSTEMS, INC.

717-274-3488

INSTALLATION

608 & bvetgreen Rd Lebanon, PA 17042

Hours.

Mon -Fru.
7:00 to 4 30,

WE SHIP
UPS DAILY
Sat

8.00 to 1200

~——"

AIR TOOLS
IN STOCK!
Please write
Sor prices.

Prompt UPS Service

Beiler's

Pneumatics
718 V.niage Roa
C 1 stiana, PA 17507




