Chop Animal Bedding Materials Safel

UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre
Co.) — Farm animals, like people,
need a good night’s rest. To help
them get it, farmers use bedding
materials such as straw, sawdust,
and newspaper. Animal bedding
often is chopped, a task that can be
hazardous.

If you chop your own bedding,
it's wise to keep a few precautions
in mind.

“No matter what type of ma-
chine you use to chop bedding ma-
terials, be sure to take appropriate
precautions to prevent injuries and
accidents,” said Dr. james Hilton,
associate professor of agricultural

engineering in Penn State’s Colleg
of Agricultural Sciences.

“Start by reading the operator’s
manual. Be familiar with the
manufacturer’s wamings and fol-
low the recommended safety prac-
tices at all times. Never remove
safety guards from the machine.”

Foreign objects such as rocks,
metal cans, and other garbage of-
ten are mixed in with newspaper.
“You should always wear eye pro-
tection when chopping in case the
machine throws debris into the
air,” Hilton said. “Don’nt allow
casual observers nearby while a
machine is running.”

Keep the safety of your animals
in mind, too. “If you’re chopping
inside the barn, keep the machine
as far from the animals as possi-
ble. Flying debris can hurt cows or
horses as well as you.”

Accidents are likely if you try to
unclog the chopping machine
while it’s running, “The blades on
most chopopers are very close to
the discharge opening, so keep
your hands well away from it,”
Hilton said. “If your chopper be-
comes clogged, tum it off and wait
until the motor has stopped com-
pletely before trying to unclog it.
Never risk trying to clear it with a
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broom handle or stick while the
machine is running.

“Wear leather gloves when un-
clogging the machine — the cut-
ting mechanisms are extremely
sharp. Blades strong enough to
chop a bale of newspaper or straw
can easily do the same to your
hands.”

Chopping newspaper and straw
can fill the air with dust and or-
ganic particles that can cause se-
vere respiratory problems. “Pro-
tect your lungs by wearing a parti-
cle mask or respirator to filter the
air,” Hilton said.

Bedding materials, including
newspaper, can burn very quickly,
so treat them with caution. “It only

takes one spark to create a disas-
ter,” said Hilton. “Be prepared by
keeping fire extinguishers and a
water source inside the barn. Take
steps to minimize the potential for
sparks and flames in the barn, es-
pecially during hot, dry weather.”

If you’re using a gas-powered
chopper, be sure o let it cool
down and take it outdoors before
adding fuel. Wipe any fuel spills
and store combustible materials*
away from bedding materials.

To keep any machine operating
smoothly and safely, clean it of-
ten. “ A dirty machine isn't just an
eyesore. It also can be dangerous,”
Hilton said.
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BERKS CO
ERB & HENRY

EQUIPMENT, INC.
New Berhinville, PA 19545

Ph, 215-367-2169

JOHN'S MOWER
SERVICE
Bernville, PA 19506

Ph. 215-488-1544

FARNERR Lawn &

SNOW EQUIPMENT
Newtown, PA 18940

Ph, 215-968-3308

CHESTER CO
CONWAY POWER
EQUIPMENT

Waest Chester, PA 19380

Ph. 215-696-6198

STOLTZFUS FARM
SERVICE
Cochranville, PA 19230

Ph, 215-593-2408
LORDS EQUIPMENT
Elverson, PA 19520
Ph. 215-286-9101

COLUMBIA CO

W.F. WELLIVER
Bloomsburg, PA 17815
Ph. 717-437-2430

FRANKLIN CO
SHANK'S LAWN
EQUIPMENT
Chambersburg. PA 17201

Ph. 717-375-4455

DEALERS

LANCASTER CO,
MESSICK FARM
EQUIPMENT
Elizabethtown, PA 17022

Ph. 717-367-1319

LAWN CARE OF PA
Martindale, PA 17549

Ph, 215-445-4541
LEBANON CO
UMBERGERS OF
FONTANA

Lebanon, PA 17042

Ph, 717-867-5161
MARTIN'S HARDWARE
& EQUIPMENT
Schaefferstown, PA 17088
Ph. 717-949-6817

MONTGOIERY. CQ,
LOTIER'S LAWN &
LEISURE, INC.

Souderton, PA 18964

Ph, 215-721-9585

SNYDER CO.

HUMMEL'S TEXACO
Hummel's Wharf, PA 178314

Ph. 717-743-7459

YORK CO
DWAYNE'S SMALL
ENGINE SERVICE
York, PA 17406

Ph. 717-755-6966

STRALEY FARM
SUPPLY INC.
Dover, PA 17315
Ph, 717-292-2631
717-292-4443

DELAWARE

NEW CASTLE CO
D-S TURF
EQUIPMENT CO,
Wilmington, DE 19801
Ph, 302-655-2790

MARYLAND

BALTIMORE CO
LLOYD W. REYNOLDS
Reisterstown, MD 21136

Ph. 410-833-1847

NEW JERSEY

BURLINGTON CO_
GROVERS LAWN MOWER
SERVICE

Trenton, NJ 08620

Ph. 609-298-5495

CUMBERLAND CO_

WEAVER'S

LAWN & GARDEN
Vineland, NJ 0B360

Ph. 609-696-9398

HUNTERDON CO
ADAM'S LAWN/
LAND MAINTENANCE
Flemington, NJ 08822
Ph. 908-996-310S

MERCER CO
PENNINGTON LAWN &
GARDEN EQUIP,
Penmington, NJ 08534

Ph. 609-737-0445




