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Pork Prose

(Continued from Page C11)

Table 1. Carcass measures from barrows shown at KILE:

Year Fat Depth
1960 13
1986 1.0
1987 1.0
1988 1.1
1989 1.1
1990 1.0
1991 1.1
1992 1.0

Between 1960 and 1986, there
was a significant drop in fat depth.
Since then, it has been relatively
stable, and by industry standards,
about average. Admittedly, these
are barrows (which are already on
the fat side). But these are also
show hogs, most of which are hand
fed in the weeks preceding the
show, which should reduce
backfat. o _

Secondly, producers are com-
peting in a contest for a $1,000
prize, so we should expect the
averages to be superior to that of

the industry in general.
Muscle also remained stable
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until 1991, when loin eye areas
took a nice jump. That clearly will
help on a Hatficld system, but a
decrease in fat depth would help a
lot more.

Now let's look at trends in the
Pennsylvania boar test station.
First, a word of caution. Since
these are ultrasonic scans, often
done by different operators, we
have to be careful making year-by-
year comparisons. And because
the measurement of loin eye areas
are more approximate than that of
backfat, they are not reported.

Finally, fat depth measures are
rounded to the nearest tenth of an
inch,

Table 2. Fat Depth of Boars in PA Performance Boar Test Sales:

Year

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991 (winter)
1992 (summer)
1993 (winter)

Some reduction in backfat, but
not as obvious as we’d like.

1t could be argued that these two
programs do not represent the
purebred industry. Perhaps not, but
it is still perplexing that there is no
clear response to the demand for
leaner hogs since 1988, when Hat-
field began it grade and weight

program.

Where Is The
Industry Going?

We’'ll always need purebreds.
Because of the nature of contract
production of commercial hogs,
and because of the nature of com-
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BALE ELEVATORS */_

Sturdy square tube construc- :
tion. Basic 16’ unit is sec-
tional so that other sections
canbe inserted for greater
lengths.

With this unit as the
basis, complete bale
handling systems
can be tailored for
use in the field or
in the mow.

- distributed by -

J.S. WOODHOUSE CO.

572 Industrial Drive
Lewisberry, PA 17339

Tel: 717-938-5100

Spectacular
Spring Savings!

.

Special pricing for a limited tim
Other sizes also available...
40'x60'x12’
erected on your level site

$12,500

Take advantage of special spring prices.
Strong, durable Lester Buildings are engi-
neered to weather the toughest storm. Call
today for your free quote!

Building includes colored steel walls, galvaiume
roof (1) 20x12 spiit shding door, (1) walk door, tax
and freight, erected on your level site Building pic-
tured above i1s approximate representation

LESTER BUILDING SYSTEMS

A Division of Butler Manufacturing Company

ALLEY
iEw  CONSTRUCTION, INC.

2722 Valley View Road MORGANTOWN, PA 19543
CALL (215) 286-5407 OR (215) 445-8317
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pany production of seedstock
hogs, the demand for purebred
boars and gilts has diminished.
That's a given, and a factor over
which you as a seedstock producer
have little control.

To stay competitive among the
remaining few, you must provide a
quality product, prove the quality
of the product with records, give
your customers the best in a con-
temporary group, demonstrate
your dedication with consistent
service, and be able to document
progress to yourself and to the
world.

Grain Dryers

Have 540 To

2,160-Bushel
Capacity

ASSUMPTION, Illl. — Top
Dry is a fast and energy efficient
grain dryer available from Grain
Systems, Inc.

This unique system is basically
a crop drier located in the roof of a
bin. A layer of grain in the over-
head drying chamber is dumped
by gravity after being dried by a
large fan and heater,

A smaller acration fan below
runs continuously, cooling the hot
dricd grain. The air from the cool-
ing fan captures heat from the hot
dried grain below, and rises
through a new layer of wet grain
above. This recycling of heat in-
creases efficiency which reduces
drying costs dramatically.

Batch capacities for Top Dry
range from 540 to 2,160 bushcls.
Drying capacities range from 100
10 1,000 bushels per hour bascd on
10-point moisture removal.

The Top Dry system doubles as
a storage bin after harvest with
storage capacities from 2,914 to
20,938 bushels. Top Dry is avail-
able in both manual batch and ful-
ly automatic flow versions.

INSIDE!

WHAT YOU SEE ON ONLY THE OUTSIDE DOES NOT LET YOU
SEE EVERYTHING. HERSHEY QUALITY BEGINS ON THE INSIDE!

v QUALITY BUILDING MATERIAL

v QUALITY PEOPLE
v QUALITY INSTALLATION

(717) 393-5807

ERSHEY

EQUIPMENT CO.

255 PLANE TREE DRIVE LANCASTER, PA 17603

v QUALITY EQUIPMENT

v QUALITY SERVICE
v QUALITY PRODUCTS

WHEN BUYING, REMEMBER THAT HERSHEY QUALITY
AND BIG DUTCHMAN QUALITY BEGINS
ON THE INSIDE!

@ Biq Dutchman,

IF IT’S WORTH YOUR INVESTMENT, TRUST IT TO HERSHEY




