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MILK
CHECK

THOMAS JURCHAK
Dairy Specialist

Lackawanna County
THOMAS JURCHAK

Lackawanna Co. Extension Agent
SCRANTON (Lackawanna Co.) With

continued production increases, milk and
dairy product prices continued their slipping
and sliding that started in August.

By the middle of October cheese prices
were down 8 cents on blocks and, sincethen,
down another 4 cents to $1.26 per block. But
that’s still 14 cents above the support price.

That’s a total of 12cents in price drops in
13 weeks so the predictions of a gradual
decline were about right.

The increases in milk production have also
continued atthe 3 to 5 percent rate in the upper
Midwest and New York.

Only Pennsylvania dropped back to 1 per-
cent in September.

The affect of the cold, wet weather on
harvesting corn for silage or grain may slow
down production increases, but grain prices
could be low enough to offset the poorer
quality.

Right now, cheese processing capacity is
being pushed to the limit and only butter—-
powderplants may haveroom for more milk.

Powder prices werehelping last month, but
that market is weakening also to the point
where other regions are selling in powder
markets normally served by the Midwest.

If price declines continue, you may see
powder going into Commodity Credit Corpo-
ration storage by the end of the year. Even
butler markets have fallen to the point where
CCC purchased 3.7 million pounds the first
week of November. That was the largest
weekly purchase in three months.

Milk Prices
Following the drop in dairy product prices

and production increase comes a drop in the
Minnesoia-Wisconsin Price Series.

After falling 31 cents in August and Sep-
tember, another 23 cents was added in Octob-
er for a total of 54 cents in three months.

That makes the M-W $12.05 for October
and the first time this year that it fell below
year-ago levels.

Further declines are expected forthis year,
but predictions of a drop to less than $ll per
hundredweight next spring are beginning to
soften.
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WASHINGTON, D.C.
American Farmland Trust (AFT)
strongly supported the consolida-
tion ofexisting on-farm conserva-
tion plans into a single compre-
hensive plan under the authority
of a total resource management
agency called the Agricultural and
Natural Resources Conservation
Service.

step in fully integrating resource
conservation into agricultural
policy. Fifteen federal programs
now requiring farm plans involve
conservation and the environment

‘The era of piecemeal conser-
vation plans that address a single
issue or meet the goal of only one
agency must end,” AFT Federal
Policy Director Timothy W, War-
man told members of a House
Agriculture Subcommittee con-
sidering H.R. 1440. “American
farmers can no longer afford the
inefficiency and reduced effec-
tiveness that result from the mixed

In testimony to members of a
House Agriculture Subcommittee
on H.R. 1440, AFT, a national
farmland conservation group bas-
ed in Washington, called the bill’s
concept of a single plan a critical

AIR RIDE
Ont Bag Raar Unit

Adding a Kelderman Air Ride
Conversion system to your
present suspension will
result in a two stage suspension
system.
The bolt on basic package is available for front and rear suspension in
Dodoe Series 150, 250 & 350 trucks. Also is available for Ford
F250/F350/F450 and Chev-GMC 2500/3500 Series. Air Ride available
for most motor homes at factory location. This unit will smooth out the
ride.

• Can be used as a pusher or tag axle. Self-steer available.
• Options include B,ooo#, 9,000# or 10,000# axle.
«Increase the average legal load on a tandem from 34,000 to

42,500#
• Kit includes tires, rims, air springs, controls, brakes, etc. Sold as

kit for easy installation.

Trust Calls For Ag Plan Merger
signals of conflicting plans.”

Warmen said a restructured Soil
Conservation Service should be
given responsibility for the single
resource-based plan and be re-
named the Agricultural and Natur-
al Resource Conservation Service
to reflect its total resource man-
agement role. The new structure,
he said, would help move the
country’s agriculture system to-
ward what AFT has termed a
“Green Evolution” based on re-
source stewardship and market-
place economics.
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Makes an 8 wheel
foldup V-rake out
of two-four wheel
rakes.

■ Makes a 10, 11
and 12 wheel

■rake out of two-five
wheel rakes.
Manufacturing
lesigned to fit most
wheel rakes.

Ith hoses, cylinder
and jfc. 4land.

• Hydraulically folds from working position to transport position.
• Allows some adjustment of raking width on the go.
• Both rakes fold in unison.
• Very low center of gravity eliminates any risk of overturn.
• Eliminates the 3-point module normally required with mounted

wheel rakes.

TANDEM RAKE HITCH

• Allows
• Hydraulically steerable rear axle will swing the rear rake as

much as 10 feet to the left or right of center and allow trans-
porting both rakes in-line behind tractor.

• Two windrower swathes can be raked into one windrow.
• Two single windrows can be raked in one pass.
• The Tandem Hitch comes with tires, wheels, cylinder, hoses,

and jack as standard equipment.

ZJnHtanan^llwflluf Phone 1-515-673-0468
FAX 1-515-673-4168manufacturing, Inc.

call 1-800-334-6150for a free catalog
• Suggested list price is $lOO to $4OO less than competition and

built sturdier.

(SS®. BINS AND AUGERS
Considering the dropof 12 cents so far in

cheese prices, the M-W should be down to
$11.79 from its peak of $12.59 in July. So
there’s no doubt about further declines in the
next two months particularly sincebutter and
powder prices are adding to the drag.

The only thing that could help is a drop in
milk production-increases due to poorer qual-
ity forage or lower prices. Or both.

Blend prices in all three federal orders
(F.0.) in Pennsylvania are also below last
month.

It was 22 cents lower in F.0.2 and F.0.4,
and 17 cents in F. 0.36. However, the blend
prices are still above a year ago by 20 to 40
cents andprobably won’t dropbelow last year
until next year.

Refund Alert
It’s time to add upyour milk check stubs to

figure how much you shipped to handlers this
year.

You’ve been paying more than 13 cents
pcr-hundredweight all year, sending in excess
of $lBO million in nine months to your Uncle
Sam because of the Budget Reconciliation
Act of 1990.

USDA told Uncle Sam that you would be
producing moremilk this year in spite of low-
er prices. It was agreed that, if you didn’t pro-
duce more than the previous year, you could
have your money back that’s .1365 times
all the milk you produced in 1992 compared
to 1991.

I’m not saying it's for everyone, but if
you’re very closeby the end ofNovemberyou
may want to feed a little more to the calves,
stay under your 1991 production and collect
yourrefund. Check it out while there’s time to
adjust.

Take ’em Down!
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We Will Assemble & Deliver
Bins To Your Farm

We Stock Truckloads
Of Chore-Time Bins &

Miles Of Chore-Time
FLEX-AUGER

Bins...
Large Or Small

Authorized

Master
Distributor
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Custom Applications

agrl
systems

Systems, Inc.
BB* rmmrBHP) Mon.-Frl
I3BLI 7:30-4:30

Sat. 7:30-11:30mm ji-lJi

Northeast Agri
FLYWAY BUSINESS PARK

139 A West Airport Rd.
Lititz. PA 17543

(717) 569-2702 1-800-673-2580

FOB FREE ESTIMATES
CALL CUB TOLL-FREE

CUSTOMER *

SERVICE NUMBER:
t-800-673-2580
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