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Ag Doesn’t Look Like Priority In Harrisburg, Preate Tells Business Leaders
ANDY ANDREWS
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Earnest Preate, Pennsylvania
attorney general, admitted to ag
industry representatives recendy
that he has a lot to learn before
committing himself to gubernator-
ial candidacy.

But onething he doesknow, and
the largely unrecognized ag indus-
try in the state should be aware of,
is we don’t need 3,000 more state
employees in Harrisburg as prop-
osed by the Casey Administration.
Ofthose, the state wants to commit
half 1,500 to DER alone.

Although DER is necessary,
“no qucslioh about it,” said the
attorney general,what we need ‘ ‘ is
better management.” He told the
largest gathering of the Ag Issues
Forum, which brought together
nearly 60 agribusiness representa-
tives from the state and a contin-
gent of visiting Michigan
Cooperative Extension members
in the area, that what is needed is
less strangulating regulations,
“less duplicity of paperwork, less
government intrusion into our pri-
vate lives and our private
businesses.”

there, hear that voice and take the
step to make sure that Pennsylva-
nia is agriculture-friendly.”

Agriculture remains Pennsylva-
nia’s number 1 industry. Preate
said the state shouldbe committed
to the industry because it provides
$3.5 billion of cash income and
generates $3B billion in economic
activity, providing jobs for 20per-
cent of the state workforce.

“If agriculture is our number
one industry in Pennsylvania, it
sure doesn’t look it whenyou go to
Harrisburg and sit around the
legislature and listen to the gover-
nor’s speech, oryou look at what’s
being done to promote agriculture
interests in the state,” said Preate.

Agriculture —and the stimulus
it has on affiliated industries is
almost completely ignored at the
state and federal level, according
to the attorney general.

In a recent speech by Gov.
Robert Casey, Preate admitted to
the agribusiness leaders at the Ag
Issues Forum that he was upset. In
the speech, according to Preate, the
governor devoted 17 pages to
“where we were as a state, and of
those 17 pages, one sentence
one sentence (was) devoted to
Pennsylvania agriculture.

“That doesn’t tell me that Pen-
nsylvania rural issues and agricul-
tural economic issues are a priority
in Harrisburg,” he said.

Preate mentionedtheplan by the
state administration tobuild a new
lab to test for animal diseases, but
at the same time, funding for the
Pennsylvania Veterinary School
outoftheUniversity of Pennsylva-
nia is being cut. “It just doesn’t
seem to me to makeany sense,” he
said.

The governor’s budget for
1993-1994, according to Preate, is
cutting the agricultural budget by
2.6 percent and provides no
increase in fuding for ag extension
programs. The “backbone” of
state ag business “is not being
assisted by the administration in
Harrisburg.”

In addition, the Pennsylvania
Products Promotion budget is
being cut 12 percent.

“Instead of hassling people in
this business, we ought to be help-
ing them,” he said.

Preate said, “It’s too often we
treat farmers as the enemies of the
environment, when we should be
considering them as partners in a
progressive development of the
environment.”

In the case ofDER, Preate sug-
gested that perhaps some of the
responsibility can be transferred to
the Department of Agriculture.
The voice of agriculture, accord-
ing to the attorney general, 4 ‘really
needs to be heard, and if I were
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The Clinton Administration
plan for “stimulating” the eco-
nomy fares even worse. According
to Preate, farmers will suffer
because of it. He said that on a
recent trip to the White House, he
spoke to several people from the
justice department and, if you just
mention the word farming, he said,
“nobody even understands what
you’re talking about.

“The farm community is being
asked to take three times morecuts
than any other domestic budget
sector,” he said. “Thatto me is not
a good sign.”

The following will have nega-
tive aspects on farming in general,
according to Preate:

• The proposed energy tax will
“dramatically affect the ability of
a farmer to produce profitably,”
hesaid. The tax will hit the farmers
hardest, including an increase in
direct cost for fuel, fertilizers, and
shipping.

• Proposed Clinton spending
cuts will affect ag rural programs
to the tune of$8 billion, according
to Preate.

Earnest Preate, Pennsylvania attorney general, admitted
to ag Industry representatives that he has a lot to learn
before committing himself to gubernatorial candidacy. He
told the largest gathering of the Ag Issues Forum, which
brought together nearly 60 agribusiness representatives
from the state and a contingent of visiting Michigan
Cooperative Extension members in the area, that what is
needed Is less strangulating regulations, “less duplicityof
paperwork, less government Intrusion Intoour private lives
and our private businesses.”

for only 1.8 percent of domestic
spending, “it will shoulder three
limes that in the cuts over the next

four years.”
• Ofthe proposed Clinton ‘ ‘eco-
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PROWLKnocks Triazine-ResistantWeeds
OnTheir Ear. For $5 AnAcre Less.

PROWL® herbicide handles the toughest triazine-resistant weeds in
corn, like pigweed, lambsquarters andkochia. Other tough grasses and
broadleaf weeds like foxtails, velvetleaf* and woollycupgrass* are also
controlled all season long with PROWL. Plus , PROWL 9'herbicidecosts
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and can be applied anytime after planting up to the four-leaf stage. Do
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Tank mix PROWL and get even broader- spectrum
control for problem weeds like wild proso millet, shatter-
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