
Bl2*Lancaster Farming, Saturday, April 10, 1993

BONNIE BRECHBILL
Franklin Co. Correspondent
McCONNELLSBURG (pulton

Co.) Richard Rotz is just as
comfortable talking about com-
missioned choral works as he is
about dry-cured country ham.

Rotz, 52, is a partner in his fam-
ily’s business, Rotz Meats, near
McConnellsburg, and the conduc-
torof the Mercersburg Area Com-
munity Chorus. Classical music
has been a large part ofhis life for
many years.

*i look piano lessons as a
child,” he said, “but I didn’t take it
seriously until 1 got into high
school.” He joined the Columbia
Record Club’s classical division,
and received one record a month.
“I got to know a lot of music that

“I knew instantly I vividly
remember the moment that I
knew I was going into music,”
Rotz said. He was playing percus-
sion during band practice at
McConnellsburg High School, but
didn’t have anything to play at the
moment. “I was listening to the
music, and I thought, ‘This is
great!’ I’m sure the Lord had a lot
to do with it.”

After receiving a bachelor of
arts degree in music education
from Lebanon Valley College and
a master’s in music from the Uni-
versity of Michigan, he taught
music at James Buchanan High
School in Mercersburg from
1965-1979. He was not involved
in Rotz Meats during those years
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Richard Rotz is equally at home In front of a piano or in
his family business, Rotz Meats.

composer.

Richard Rotz checks hams In the dryingroom. The hamslose weight as they dry, but no water Is added.

Rotz Finds Similarity Between
Butchering And Conducting
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start the Mercersburg Area Com-
munity Chorus in 1975, and has
conducted all its concerts except
the first one. The chorus, which
has about 110 members from the
tri-state area, was incorporated as
a non-profit organization in 1980.
It gives five performances a year
in the arched Gothic cathedral on
the grounds of the Mercersburg
Academy.

“One of the reasons we organ-
ized the chorus was that building,”
Rotz said. “It just cries out for the
kind of music we perform.”

While Rotz is highly skilled as a
conductor, he admits freely that he
has “a terrible voice.”

“(The chorus members) are the
makers of the sound,” he said.
“Music is in your head.”

As part ofthe 100thanniversary
celebration of Mercersburg
Academy, the chorus performed a
commissioned 12-minute cantata,
“For You O Democracy,” based
on the texts ofWall Whitman. The
composer, Lee Hoiby of Long
Eddy, New York, was present.

A committee of three people,
including Rotz, began the search
for the cantata’s composer several
months ago. They contacted
experts in the field for recommen-
dations, and chose 35 composers
from their suggestions. They
invited those 35 to submit music,
specifying a lyrical, 20th-century
romantic style.

“We didn’twant anything avant
garde,” he said.

Twenty-five composers applied
for the commission by submitting
tapes and scores as samples of
their style. The committee chose
Hoiby to write the piece.

“Lee Hoiby is nationallyknown
as a fine composer,” Rolz said.
“He’s in the upper echelon, (but)
we chose him because of his mus-
ic, not his reputation.”

It took Hoiby about three
months to compose “For You O
Democracy.”

Rolz, who enjoys a variety of
classical music, hesitates to
choose a favorite work or

“Great music lasts,” he said.
“You gel to know it by listening to
it many limes. It has a great inner
beauty and inner rightness that
stands the test of time.”

Classical music plays in one of
the back rooms at the butcher
shop, where Rotz can enjoy it
while he works.

Rotz’s parents started the meat
business in the 1940 s on a farm
about a mile from the present loca-
tion. He and his sister, Marion
Walker, and her son, Stephen, run
the business with the help of five
employees. Their mother, Beulah,
87, helps to trim meat. Marion’s
husband, Charles, operates the
farm beside the shop, raising
about two-thirds of the hogs pro-
cessed there.

The division of labor is not
clear-cut. “We all do anything
that’s to be done,” Marion said.

“That works best,” Rot/ added.
“We’re a close family.”

Over the meat case in their red-
and-white wallpapered salesroom
are wooden cut-outs of pigs with
revolving tails. Most of the cus-
tomers who enter are known to the
Rotz family, even those who come
from as far away as Philadelphia
and Pittsburgh.

What they come for is the
country-cured hamand bacon, and
the sausage, puddin’ and ponhaus
made in the shop.
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Annville, PA
BHM Farm

Hughesville, PA
Farnsworth Farm
Supplies, Inc.
103 Cemetery Street
717-584-2106

Equipment, Inc.
RDI, Rte. 934
717-867-2211

Carlisle, PA
R&W Equipment Co.
35 East Willow Street
717-243-2686

New Holland, PA
A.B.C. Groff, Inc.
110 South Railroad
717-354-4191Davldsburg, PA

George N. Gross, Inc.
R.D. 2, Dover, PA
717-292-1673 Oley, PA

C.J. Wonsidler Bros.
R.D. 2
215-987-6257

Elizabethtown, PA
Messick Farm
Equipment, Inc.
Rt. 283 - Rheem's Exit
717-367-1319

Pitman, PA
Schreffler Equipment
Pitman, PA
717-648-1120

Gettysburg, PA
Yingling Implements,
Inc.
3291 Taneytown Rd.
717-359-4848

Halifax, PA
Sweigard Bros.
R.D. 3, Box 13
717-896-3414

Quakertown, PA
C.J. Wonsidler Bros.
R.D. 1
215-536-1935

Honey Brook, PA
Dependable Motor Co.
East Main Street
215-273-3131
215-273-3737

Tamaqua, PA
Charles S. Snyder, Inc.
R.D. 3
717-386-5945

Honey Grove, PA
Norman D. Clark
& Son, Inc.
Honey Grove, PA
717-734-3682 .

Loysville, PA
717-789-3117

West Grove, PA
S.G. Lewis & Son, Inc.
R.D. 2, Box 66
215-869-2214

MARYLAND
Frederick, MD
Ceresville
Ford New Holland, Inc.
Rt. 26 East
301-662-4197
Outside MD,
800-331-9122

NEW JERSEY
Bridgeton, N.J.
Leslie G. Fogg, Inc.
Canton & Stow Creek
Landing Rd.
609-451-2727
609-935-5145

Washington, NJ
Smith Tractor &

Equip., Inc.
15 Hillcrest Ave
201-689-7900

Woodstown, NJ
Owen Supply Co.
Broad Street &

East Avenue
609-769-0308


