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Dr. Bob Collier, representative for Monsanto
who also testified repeatedly before the advisory
committee, called Wednesday’s decision, "A great
victory. I’m very happy with the outcome. I think
the committee has given a very positive sign. I’m
looking foward to full approval.”

While several companies have created their own
versions of synthetic BST using biotechnology,
each has had to perform its own tests and trials on
the efficacy and safety ofBST for submission to the
FDA for review. Monsanto has been working with
BST for more than seven years.

BST has been controversial because it represents
new medical technology that is designed to increase
animal performance, notcure a specific ill, because
of fears that dairy prices will plummet from a milk
glut, and because some people find conflict with the
message it sends to youth society tells youth to
turn away from using drugs to increase perfor-
mance, or for recreation, and at the same time looks
to use drugs to increase performance for profit.

However, at the onsetof Wednesday’s hearing, it
was made clear that any testimony which did not
specifically address the issue of increased mastitis,
the incidence of antibiotics, or the risk to human
health, would not be allowed.

Nevertheless, several speakers representing anti-
BST organizations or constituencies strayed from
the subject to pontificate on ideology.

Wednesday’s hearing and meeting represented a
long process of review. Dr. Gerald Guest, director
of the Center for Veterinary Medicine, said that the
volume ofdata and work submitted by Monsanto in
its application for approval represented one of the
most completeand intensive compiliations received
by the agency.

’» ■(

Monsantohappenedto be the first company toget
this far along in die process. The Monsanto product
is called “Sometribove.”

The bottom line issue before the 13-member
advisory committee was whether there could be
inferred any risk to the
health of the consumer
from using BST to sti-
mulate cows to produce
extra milk.

While a direct corre-
lation is not apparent,
the question was raised
as to the possibility that
using BST could lead to
an increased risk ofanti-
biotics showing up in
the consumer’s milk
supply.

Antibiotics are ofpar-
ticular concern because
there is a segment of
society, estimated from
3 percent to 10 percent,
which reacts allergically
to exposure to
penicillin-type
antibiotics

Though there was no
casepresented ofpeople
having ever suffered
from reactions to anti-
biotics in milk they
drank, it was reported
that in four cases
antibiotic-like sub-
stances in carbonated
beverages had caused
allergic reactions in
people.

The link between the
use ofBST and antibio-
tics was made in a
review by the General
Accounting Office, the
investigative agency of
the U.S. Congress.

A cause-and-effect
scenario was proposed
by the GAO that, since
there has been shown to
be a statistical increase
in mastitis among cows
treated with Monsanto’s
BST, and since the
majority ofclinical mas-
titis cases are treated
with penicillin-like anti-
biotics, then there could
be an increased risk of
consumer exposure to
antibiotics in milk.

(Turn to Pag* A29)
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Take ’em Down!

We Will Assemble & Deliver
Bins To Your Farm
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Super Flow
Seeder Spreaders.
First by choice.

Vicon seeder spreaders lead the field. They've been the farmers
first choice for years.

And now the new SuperFlow range puts new technology to work
to give you even more accuracy, more versatility, more reliability
and a wider range of capacities.

Add the new Varimeter, Vicon's electronic application rate control
system, to increase yields and save costs. Available on all models.

We Stock Truckioads
Of Chore-Time Bins &

Miles Of Chore-Time
FLEX-AUGER

Bins...
Large Or Small

Authorized

Master
Distributor
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Northeast Agri Systems,
FLYWAY BUSINESS PARK

139 A West Airport Rd.
Lititz, PA 17543

(717) 569-2702 1-800-673-2580

Inc.
88« STORE HOURS
an Mon.-Frl.\jSmL] 7:30-4:30

HSit. 7:30-11:30
-!L-~jr

Pennsylvania

ALLIS HOLLOW EQUIPMENT
RD 1, Rt. 467, Rome, PA 18837

717-247-2601

BANGOR IMPLEMENT
6 Fllckvllle Rd., Bangor, PA 18013

215-588-5924

DUNKLE 8c GRIEB INC.
RD #2 Box 14

Centre Hall, PA 16828
814-364-9109

ECKROTH BROS. FARM EQUIP.
RD #2 Box 24 A

New Ringgold, PA 17960
717-943-2131

ERB 8c HENRY EQUIPMENT
2226 Henry Avenue, Rt. 100
New Berllnvllle, PA 19545

215-367-2169

New Jersey
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Put ’em Up!

Custom Applications

FOR FREE ESTIMATES
CALL OUR TOLL-FREE

CUSTOMER ■SERVICE NUMBER:
1-800-673-2580

See Your Nearest Vicon
Dealer For More Information

On The World’s Most
Accurate Fertilizer Spreader!

TED MONTROSS
FARM MACHINERY

RD 3 (Centermoreland)
Dallaa, PA 18612
717-333-4147

O.C. RICE, INC.
P.O. Box 702, 104 N Main St.

Biglervllle, PA 17307
717-677-8135

STANLEY’S FARM SERVICE
Box 46, RD 1 Rt. 125

Kllngeralown, PA 17941
717-648-2088

STOUFFER BROS.
Rt. 30 1066 Lincoln Weat
Chambereburg, PA 17201

717-263-8424

SUMMIT SYSTEMS, INC.
Route 1

Breezewood, PA 15533
814-735-3293 or 800-242-3240

HUTTON FARM EQUIPMENT
RD 2 Box 183 TRIPLE H FARM EQUIPMENT

Mahaftey, PA 15757 2368 Robert Fulton Hwy.
814 277 6617 Peach Bottom, PA 17583

717-548-3778

LINCOLN SUPPLY ft EQUIP. CO. MM WEAVER ft SONS. INC.
RD 2 Box 217 A 169 N. Groffdala Rd.

Somarset, PA 15501 Rt. 23, Laola, PA 17548
814-443-1691 717-656-2321

Maryland
HUGH C. GARDINER, INC.

Routa 301, P.O. Box 127
Faulknar, MD 20632

301-934-2841

REED BROS. EQUIPMENT RODIO TRACTOR SALES. INC.
13 Pattlcoat Brldga Rd. RD 2, N. Whlta Horaa Pika
Columbua, NJ 08022 Hammonton, NJ 08037

609-267-3363 609-561-0141

SCHAFER BROTHERS, INC.
Landis Ava., Box 270
Bridgaton, NJ 00302

800-455*1640
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BINS AND AUGERS


