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Ci12-Lancaster Farming, Saturday, March 20 1993

NAFTA Presents Continued Problems

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. — The
key to improving the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) will be n the side
agreements according 10 a pancl
discussion on trade at the National

Farmers Union (NFU)
Convention.
Mike Dunn, NFU wvice-

president for government rela-
uons, who moderated the discus-
ston, reported that U.S. Trade
Representative Mickey Kantor
had told him flatly that NAFTA
would not be renegotiated due to
President Clinton’s support of the
agrcement; however, Chinton
would allow side agreements 10
NAFTA 10 dcal wath unresolved
1ssucs on cnvironmental, labor,
and other concerns.

Katherine Brunett, the legisla-
uve aide on trade to Senator Alan
Simpson (R-WY), said such side
agrecements currently would not be
subject Lo “fast track” rules. Under
fast track, Congress can only pass
or reject the entire NAFTA pack-
age as proposed without amend-
ment. Fast track authonty cxpircs
Junc 1, 1993,

North Dakota Farmers Union
(NDFU) President Alan Bergman
sald U.S. negotiators were out-
ncgouated n the U.S.-Canadian
Free Trade Agreement with the
result that producers of durum
wheat and other commodities
have been hurt.

Bergman reported U.S. imports
of Canadian durum have risen
from no imports 1 the mid-1980s
to the pomnt where they arc now
the cquivalent of almost twenty
five pereent of the domesuc mark-
et. He said Canada has discovered
it 15 more profitable to compete 1n
the U.S. domestic market than 10
compete with the U.S. in the inter-
national marketplace.

The NDFU president explained
that the U.S. export enhancement
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program helps maintain a higher
priced domestic market, therefore
making it attractive for Canadians.
Bergman wamed that U.S. far-
mers may suffer further under the
proposed NAFTA trade agrec-
ment with Mexico.

Oklahoma Farmers Union Pres-
ident Phillip Klutts expressed con-
cern over increased imports of live
cattle from Mexico under NAF-
TA. He also questioned whether
consumer safety could be properly
mamtained with food imported
from Mexico, where health and
sanitation standards are lower than
those 1n the United States.

Brunett said, “1 would urge you
10 tcll President Chinton to come
up with a domestic program
belore reaching any trade agree-
ment.” She suggesied that Presi-
dent Chinton was proceeding 100
quickly with oo many changes in
domesuc agricultural policy,
including increased taxes on encr-
gy and income and rcductions
agricultural spending. She
cxpressed concern whether the
U.S. was weakening its farm prog-
rams before it completes negoua-
tions with other nations to do the
same.

Tom Mabhr, legislative aide on
rrade to Senator Kent Conrad
(D-ND) said few senators arc yct
averly-concerned with NAFTA
He indicated the agreement would
castly pass wn the Senate of a vote
were held today. Concern will
likely incrcase as more of the
ingredients arc known and as the
side agreements arc developed, he
added

The panclists agreed that the
currenl sugar provisions within
NAFTA are unacceptable. Bruncut
pomted out that PepsiCo had
reportedly invested $57 mallion
toward developing a corn
swectener industry in Mexico. She
said domesuc sugar products are
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concerned that Mexican sugar
exports to the U.S. would increase
dramatically as Mexico develops
is corn sweetener industry.

The panelists also basically
agreed that agriculture was being
sacrificed under NAFTA o gain
benefus for other scctors of the
national economy.

They also expressed concern
that Mexico could become a
springboard for exports to thc U.S.
from other countries. Mahr
pomted out that any disputes
regarding rules of origin must be
taken to the country of origin and
not the U.S. He indicated that leg-
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FULL-FAT ROASTED SOYBEANS

For Maximum Feeding Value
* High energy, by-pass protein and palatability
* Toxic enzymes and molds destroyed
» Peak performance with retained oil and lecithin
* Improved Total Digestable Nutnants
* Ultimate rich peanutty flavor and aroma

* Roast own grown beans - Avoid trucking and

+ Economical and efficient for iower feed costs

al costs involved m such cases
could cost in the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars. “Strong rules of
origin exisl, but how do we enfor-
cc them?” Mahr asked.

Burnett contended that NAFTA

would help stop the flow of job:
trom the U.S. to Mexico as Mex.
1co upgradcs its standards, makin
1 less attractive for industry i
rcelocate there. However, othe)
panchsts challenged the conten.
von.
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Custom Roasting in PA and Surrounding States

David N, Groff
RD 3 Lewisburg, PA
(717) 568-1420

Horst Grain Roasting
3040 Penns Grove Rd.
Lincoin Univ., PA 19352
(Chester Co.)
(215) 869-8834
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Schnupp's Grain
Roasting, Inc.
RD 6 Lebanon, PA
1-800-452-4004

SANDBLASTING
AND SPRAY

WITH AERIAL
LAQDER EQUIPMENT

¥
Farm Buildings — Feed Mills
Commercial - Industrial

PAINTING

717-865-6611

Roast-M-Matic
Grain Roasting
Sales-Service
Custom Work

HENRY K. FISHER, INC.

667 Hartman Station Road
Lancaster, PA 17601 :

717-393-6530
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