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After playing games with us
there for several weeks. Winter
finally got serious.

In a teasing, hide-n-seek mood,
Winterwouldkinda* pop its chilly
head around a comer, yell “Gotc-
ha!” with a brief blast of snow or
breezing drizzle, and then disap-
pear in a cloud of damp fog.

Mother Nature must have
grabbed her errant Winter by the
collar and told it to shape up. One
step out the door confirms that
Winter has indeed behaved more
normally recently and put warm
weatheron ice. In fact, lots of stuff
has been put on ice. Or under it
Or enveloped in it

After being open much of the
last several weeks, layers of ice
and snow have combined to still
the waters of the meadow ponds.

Much of the surface of the lar-
ger pond is coated with an opaque
layer of ice, erratically marked
with dark, jagged streaks. Only
around the upper edge, near the
underground spring which feeds
the pond’s flow, is there open
water for the visiting mallards.

Several years have passed since
optimal conditions existed for
skating on the pond. It takes about
ten days ofconsistent sub-freezing
temperatures to freeze to the four
inches or so we insist on for skat-
ing. And the best ice is of justfro-
zen water;snow mixed in, like this
year, roughens the surface.

Crystal fringes decorate the
edges of the dairy bam, adding a
sort of gingerbread architectural
effect to its utilitarian design.
When heat from the sun and the
herd combine to loosen the ice/
snow accumulation from the
barn’s sloping roof, the roar inside
hints at the horrendous thundering
that must go up from a major
mountain avalanche.
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It’sas close as I ever care to get
to one of those, thank you.

We get the same effect at the
house sometimes, but ending with
a tinkling sound if the edge of the
cascade tumbles onto the very end
of the greenhouse below. A wide
board or even cardboard laid over
that lastrow ofglass duringathaw
is cheap insurance.

Ice sculptures ornament the
landscape around the calf nursery
and outside “condo” pens. These
aren’t the ornate type formed by
an ice artist with chisel and ham-
mer, but rather dumpy-looking
lumps shaped like drinking water
buckets.

Often I’ll line the bucket shapes
up in the flower border, where
they slowly melt and release their
moisture around the roots of the
roses and the perennials. It grows
great weeds. But at least the melt
doesn’t ooze down the sloped
driveway to tefteeze into an ice
slick by dark.

For the fields, a layer of icy
snow is a blessed protective
blanket

The white coating maintains a
more even temperature on the soil
beneath, preventing the freezing
and thawing that heaves plant root
systems out of the ground. And
with soil not frozen deeply
beneath the snow covering, the
snow should seep in as it melts,
watering plant roots and replen-
ishing groundwaters.

Fall-planted small grains, like
wheat and barley, always look so
much greenerafter being sheltered
under a blanket of snow. Poor
man's fertilizer. I’ve heard snow
called.

While ice is pretty on ponds and
snow cover beneficial to fields,
there are places we could do with-
out it. Like the garage.
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Extension Banquet
Credits Volunteers

LINDA WILLIAMS
Bedford Co. Correspondent
BEDFORD (Bedford Co.)

Displays by the Chaneysville 4-H
Community Gob and the Shaw-
nee Lakers 4-H Club added color
and warmth to a cold February
night for the annual Bedford
County extension banquet

Two speakers from Penn State
University, Don Evans, assistant
dean of extension and Harold Ott,
central region director of the Col-
legeof Agricultural Sciences gave
brief tenuities.

Evans said that the “quality of
life programs”are a very vital part
ofextension. He also credited the
many volunteers involved in
extension. “Extension could not
survive without the many volun-
teers who are involved,” he said.

HaroldOtt emphasized the need
for volunteers by noting the
budget cuts that have been made
throughout the state.

“We did not have an entire
statewide hiring freeze,” Ott said.
“We have one county in the state
that has no extension staff. With-

Returning home late one bitter-
ly cold night, I climbed out of the
car and promptlyfound myself sit-
ting on the garage floor. Snow-
slush had earlier melted from
under the car, puddled on the con-
crete floor and frozen into a slick
glaze.

Spring? Yoo hoo, are you out
there. Spring?

out supportfrom the state, wecan-
not fill the vacancies and the prog-
rams suffer because of this.”

Sue Fox, Bedford County
extension agent, showed that,
despite a reduced staff, Bedford
County has continued to have an
active program.

She pointed out some of the
most successful programs during
the past year have emphasized
family values. “209 familes
attended our family night,” she
said.

Dave Cole, a financial advisor,
had beenwelcomed with adviceas
he spoketo the farmers who pump
$38.5 million into the county eco-

New Beef
CHICAGO, ILL. A good

way to build beef sales is to
increase consumer knowledge of
beef cookery. Through a new
checkoff-funded education prog-
ram called, “Counter Intelligence:
A Marketer’s Guide to the Meat
Department,” retailers are taught
basic kitchen skills that they can
pass on to the people they work
with on a regular basis the
consumer.

“Counter Intelligence” reflects
recent beef industry research that
suggests consumers enjoy cook-
ing, but often lack kitchen know-
how to add a variety ofbeef meals
to their menu. The industry’s
national Cooking Skills and
Knowledge Study found that con-
sumers fix an average of 10meals

Nickel Mine Floor
\JM/ Covering, Inc.
• Ceramic Tile • Wallpaper • Hardwood
• Green Blinds • Carpet Flooring
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Carpet

Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
8:00 to 5:00; Tuesday-Friday 8:00-8:00

Saturday 8:00 to 12:00
SPECIALS WITH THIS AD

c%t\rrf SAVINGS ONZ\)VC WALLPAPER
$15.00 OFF REM Carpet Pieces and
Vinyl 12x9 & over Thru March 1993

Rolls of Carpet & Vinyl Stock
@ Special Prices!

Good Thru March 31,1993

If your local atore
doea not have it,

SEND FOR
FREE

BROCHURE

Processors Of Syrups, Molasses.
Cooking Oils, Funnel Cake Mix,

Pancake ft Waffle Mix ft Shoofly Pie Mix

Recipes

GOOD FOOD OUTLET
Located At Good Food, Inc.

W. Main St, Box 160, Honey Brook, PA 19344
215-273-3776 1-800-327-4406
Located At L & S Sweeteners

388 E. Main St. Leola, PA 17540
717-656-3486 1-800-633-2676
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SPECIALS FOR THE
MONTH OF MARCH

nomy each year.
Kids in Control and Therapeu-

tic Horseback Riding are two
other highly successful programs.

“This summer,” Fox said,
“extension will be able to hire 12
college students through JPTA to
help with ongoing community 4-H
clubs and their projects.

Dottie Bromley, a retiree from
the board, received a certificate of
appreciation from Wayne
Koontz, president

Other board members elected at
the February meeting included
Betty Kegg. Pam Hershberger,
Karen Kreigle, and Brian Woy.

at home each week and are most
comfortable with simplestove-top
or oven preparation techniques.

“Counter Intelligence” explores
different cooking methods and
teaches retailers that beef can be
prepared in a variety of tasty dis-
hes that will appeal to a strong
cross section ofconsumers, which
will help build beef sales. The
program explores how to select
proper beef cuts, emphasizing
convenient dinners. It includes a
27-minute instructional video and
accompanying 70-page handbook,
eight retail employee pocket
guides, an order blank for addi-
tional materials and two colorful
beef meal posters for meat case
displays.

Need Your
Farm Buildings

Painted?
Let us give you a price!
Write: Daniel’s Painting

637-A Georgetown Rd.
Ronks, PA 17572

(or leave message)
(717) 687-8262
Spray on and

Brush in Painting

GOOD FOOD OUTLET STORES
See Our Original Line Of Golden Barrel Products Plus All Kinds

Of Beans, Candies, Dried Fruit, Snack Mixes, Etc. At Reduced Prices
* BAKING MOLASSES * MAPLE SYRUP * PANCAKE A WAFFLE
* BARBADOS MOLASSES A PANCAKE A WAFFLE , MIX
* BLACKSTRAP SYRUPS * ASSORTMENT OF

MOLASSES A SORGHUM SYRUP CANDIES
A CORN SYRUPS A LIQUID A DRY SUGARS A DRIED FRUIT
A HIGH FRUCTOSE * CANOLA OIL * SNACK MIXES

'a SYRUPS * COCONUT OIL * BEANS
V * CORN OIL * HONEY
0 , * COTTONSEED OIL * PEANUT BUTTER

A OLIVE OIL * BAUMAN APPLE
A PEANUT OIL BUTTERS
A VFOFTAIIT F on * KAUFFAMN PRESERVES
A SHOO-FLY PIE MIX * SPRING GLEN RELISHES

GOLDEN BARREL BARBADOS
MOLASSES

16 Oz. • Regularly $1.59

NOW $1,19
GOLDEN BARREL PANCAKE

& WAFFLE MIX
2 Lbs. - Regularly $1.59

NOW $1.19 '

GOLDEN BARREL CORN OIL
32 oz. - Regularly $1.49

NOW $1.09
DRIED BEANS

BUY ONE. GET ONE FREE


