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Pork Producers' Livelihood May Depend On Improving Herd Genetics
(Continued from Pago A22)

“We in Canada have realized
that through research, a pig must
have 25 pounds per square fool,’’
said Stein.

“Every square foot will only
produce 25 pounds of pork per
year.” If over that limit by over-
crowding, “you will not maximize
your growth potential . . . and it
will cost you dollars.”

Real-time machine
To measure what types of hogs

are producing the quality meat,
Thames Bend makes use of a
$30,000 real-time ultrasound
machine, which has given the
company the advantageofnot hav-
ing to cut their best animals. By

using the technology of ultra-
sound, the breeders can examine
critical packer concerns, such as
shoulder depth of backfat, loin
depth of backfat, loin eyes, mus-
cling in ham, and others.

Also, Thames Bend is DNA
testing to completely remove the
porcine stress gene, which pro-
duces pale, watery pork, from all
genetic lines. The stress gene costs
the industry millions of dollars a
year, he said.

Stein said his company has been
living with constant changes in
Canada for the past 15 to 20 years.
He saidthat U.S. producers have a
20 percent advantage over cost of
production compared to Canada.
Housing, labor, and taxesare more
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severe on Canadian producers,
which has forced them to look hard
into their genetics and
management.

“For us to survive in this North
American market, we’ve had to do
a number of things differently,”
said Stein. Of two aspects they’ve
looked at, one is producing a
healthy pig that will grow quickly
andvery efficiendy. The other is te
produce the lean type of carcass
that the consumer and packer arc
looking for.

“We as breeders can breed to
whatever the packers’ standards
are,” said Stein. “It may take a
generation or two or three to do it,
but we can meet their standards if
they tell us what their standards are

is it a seven-inch loin eyeat 240
pounds? An eight-inch loin eye at

240 pounds?
“It is a two-way street going

between our packers, ourselves,
and the consumers toknow exactly
what the consuming population
wants. We can produce it.”

Monitor herd health
Dr. Robert Graybill, swine prac-

titioner in Lancaster County,
spoke about the importance of
monitoring and managing overall
swine health and tokeep “the herd
has clean as we can,” he said.

He said that, increasingly, the
FDA is getting tough on producers
using chemicals to treat disease.
While some vaccines have proven
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effective to preventing disease,
producers should try to manage the
herd to prevent herd health
problems.
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Tom Moyer, Hatfield Packing
representative, also spoke to the
producers about the changes tak-
ing place to put moreemphasis on
carcass weights and price quota-
tions. Changes effective on the
first of this month will further the
company’s committment to car-
cass pricing;

• 161-200 pound desired car-
cass weight range, or a live weight
range of220-270 pounds. Carcas-
ses less than 161 pounds aic not
eligible for lean cut percent
premiums.

• One standard yield of 73.5 for
all hogs.

• Carcass pricing will be
stressed by showing only carcass
weight ranges rather than esti-
mated live weights, quoting sort
penalties on a carcass basis, and
showing a base carcass price.

• Average live pricewill no lon-
ger be included on the payment
sheets.
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Moyer told the producers that
‘ ‘change is difficult, even for me,”
he said. “Butthe fact is, we have to
be willing to change to meet what
the consumer is going to buy.

“It’s not what we wantbut what
the consumer wants.”

CARGILL
WINNERS IN THE 1992 NATIONAL CORN GROWERS YIELD CONTEST

National AA Non-lrrigated
Calvin Hiatt Cicero, IN 7997 3rd 247.35 bu.

STATE WINNERS IN THE EAST
Name Town HybridClass

A Non-lrrig.
A Non-lrrig
A Non-lrrig
AA Non-lrrig
No-Till Non-lrrig
No-Till Non-lrrig
No-Till Non-lrrig
No-Till Irrig.
Irrig.
Irrig.

Franklin Dill Chestertown, Md
William Beckwith Linkwood, Md.
Lamar Miller Manheim, Pa.
David Hamilton Lynchburg, Oh
J.D. Farms Cambraidge, Md.
Roger Woolf Farms Washington, NJ
Lamar Miller Manheim, Pa.
Lamar Miller Manheim, Pa.
Three Rivers Farms Woodburg, Ct.
Three Rivers Farms Woodburg, Ct.

7997
7997
7997
7997
7997
7997
7997
7997

5X269
7997

195.39 bu.
183.17 bu.
189.12 bu.
224.37 bu.
191.42 bu.
158.55 bu.
166.79 bu.
189.47 bu.
162.30 bu.
149.09 bu.

BRUBAKER AGRONOMIC CONSULTING SERVICE, LITITZ, PA
Hybrid
#1 Cargill 7997
#2 Cargill 8127

Moisture
24.3
23.6

Yield
174.9
174.5

“For More Information, Contact These Dealers"
Dean Salvators

Glbsonla, PA
Ray and Allan Ard

Lcwisburg, PA
Smith's Dairy Supply

New Enterprise, PA

Dale Hair
Ncwvlllc, PA

John Kirk
Warfordsburg, PA

ChesterHorst
Greencastle, PA

Paul B. Kline
LlUtz, PA

Lynn Stoner
Waynesboro. PA

C.W. Brown
Rising Sun, MD

John Forty
Hanover, PA

William Stahl
Loysvlllc, PA

Franklin D. Hess
Orangeville, PA Mason Dixon

Farm Service
SVaynesburg, PA

Robert Clas
S>kt-svtlle, MDDonald Todt

Hanover, PA
Locust Brook

Ag Center
Manhelm, PA

Wllmer W, Rush
Perkasle, PA

Amy Hoy
Hickory, PA Ron Moore

Manhelm, PA

Fred Frey
Quarryvtlle. PA

Steve Shaw
Williamsburg, PA

Louis Fischer
Sykesvlllc, MD

Woody Kyper
Huntingdon, PA

Fabin Bros. Farm
Indiana, PA

Cargill. Inc.
Marietta. PA

Gerald Borket
Martlnsburg, PA

Melvin Nolt
Richland, PA

Tharpe fc Loreen
Churchvlllc, MD

Leinbach Farm Supply
Shlppensburg, PA

Charles Zcpp
Glenelg, MD

Jim Beyer
Upperco, MD

Ronald L. Caity
Columbus, NJ

Pool Colley
Indiana, PA Wayne Stonerook

Martlnsburg, PA
Sam Muster

Shlppensburg, PA

Roy Umbel
Frlcndsvllle, MD

Hoober's Mill
Intercourse, PA Ross Judy

McVeytown, PA
Chester K. Solly’s Jr,

Spring City, PATom Weeter
Knox. PA

Henry F. Barley
Stoner's HiJos Hill

Mercersburg, PA
Nelson Brenneman

Spring Grove, PA
Lancaster, PA

Brnno Kolnaider
Latrobe, PA

Tom StoolTer
Mercersburg, PA

McGee ft Smith
Spring Run. PA

Homer B. 801l
Lebanon, PA

CUntondale Mills
Mill Hall. PA

Anthony's Feed Mill
Strousstown, PA

Dennis A. Confer
Lehlghton, PA

Duane Stoltsfus
Morgantown, PA

Koch's Farm Service | p^,
Tamaqua, PA ■

Elvin N. Nolt
Leola, PA

William Buttermore
Mt Pleasant, PA

Mui To CARGILL HYBRID SEEDS
3336 Country Side Lane, Camp Hill, PA 17011

717-731-9599 717-653-6880

Reifsntder Vet Supply
Kcymar, MD

Glendon 8. Coleman
Elmer, NJ

! FOR MORE INFORMATION ON:

I CARGILL HYBRID SEEDS ,
I Call 1-tOO-657-4110 or complete this coupon and mall to: |

□ Yes, Send me more information on Cargill Hybrid Seeds
I □ I'm interested in hearing about a Cargill Dealer Opportunity in my area |
| Name |
■ AHdw.«* .

Agronomic Center I
Thompsonlown, PA

Place Yield AMSOIL
FIRST IN SYNTHETICS

THE MOST
TECHNOLOGICALLY

ADVANCED MOTOR OIL
MONEY CAN BUY!

SHIRK MKTG.
ASSOC.

814-848-7944

H"A"R“WT
luM—— Stainless Steel

"Outside" Wood Furnace
No Fire Danger To Your Home

-SSiSr PERFECT FOR
P I New Homes • Existing Homes

| Swimming Pools • Greenhouses
Barns • Mikhouses

•i ■ -m Offices • Business Places
to SAFE

\ p—pj rl Furnace ells outside, eliminates lire
\ h~ danger and flue fire forever

CLEAN
24 hour'serwce No ,mokB ' WOOd ' « has ’ dutl " ,he home

CONVENIENT
Load furnace every 10-12'hours,

burns logs up to 16T in diameter, 30* in length

• THERMOSTAT CONTROLLED •

Faslly Connects To Forced Alr/Hol Water Systems

And Thermostat Controlled Heal

See Display @ Home Builders
Show, Harrisburg, East Hall

Booth 774
Feb. 27 to Mar. 6

CLYDE K. ALDERFER
SALES AND SERVICE

Bos 246, R 0 #l, Mt Pleasant Mllli. PA 17853
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (717) 539-M56

Jack Miller
Alverton, PA

David M. Nolt
Annvllle, PA

Bill MacCauley
Atglen, PA

Brown 1c Rea
Atglen, PA

Miller Equip. Co.
Bechtelsvllle. PA

Belleville Flour Mill
Belleville, PA

Ken Deiteh
Bolling Springs, PA

Geer Farm ft
Home Supply
Brookvllle, PA
Dole Lemon

Chatnbersburg, PA

Bonk Smith
Dlllsburg, PA

Richard E. Keener
Easter PA ft NJ
Territory Office
717-361-804 S

Ed Houge
Lbensburg. PA

Ed Byers
Enon Valley, PA
Reynold Relnert

Fogelavllle, PA


