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Livestock Notes |
Changes Proposed In

Lamb Grading
William R. Henning

Penn Stale Animal Sciences
The USDA has proposed in the

Federal Register to make major
changes in die way it grades lamb
carcasses. This proposal was
made as a result ofa request from
the sheep producers through the
American Sheep Industry Associ-
ation (ASI).

Two recent survey-type studies
have found that the lambs pro-
duced in the United States are gen-
erally too fat. One study showed
that at certain times of the year
over 60 percent of the lambs

marketed were Yield Grade 4 or
higher.

Most marketing experts felt that
this was a hindrance to the retail-
er’s willingness to buy and feature
lamb. Some have even suggested
that the differences in fat, and
therefore cutting yields, were part
of the reason for the popularity of
imported lamb.

Packers can now pass the fat
along to retailers who then suffer
the economic losses due to exces-
sive fat they must trim to present
well-trimmed lamb cuts in the
retail case. If the proposal were to
become law, it would force pack-
ers to pay less for overfat lambs
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ADD YEARS OF LIFE TO YOUR EXISTING PARLOR
& GAIN MILK CONTROL LIKE NEVER BEFORE.

Upgrade your worn-out
parlor front ends with the
NEW MODEL 88-501 WA
INDEXING RAIL from Blue
Diamond. Avoid costly
rebuilds by utilizing your
existing rear-rail and/ior
tail-shield assemblies. It's
the frontends that showthe
greatest wear and affect
cow position and comfort
the most. Blue Diamond
shows its strength HERE.

What's more, now you
can introduce to your parlor
consistent control and a
snug fit in milking combina-
tions of any size cow, while
ensuring their safety and
comfort. Bring them to with-
in easy reach for milking.

Whether you are a large
or small dairy, convert your
parlor to serve today's
demands for labor effi-
ciency. Never before has it
been so simple and cost-
effective!
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The impact on the industry
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would occur mainly in the large
Western fecdlots where most
lambs are fed after coming in from
the mountain pastures. It is a large
business closely tied to the few
lamb packing plants which still
exist. This change would have
little effect in the East where
excess kidney fat is not a problem.
Lambs produced in the East are
not fed as intensively and the
genetic base is more of the black-
faced breeds which tend to deposit
less kidney fat normally.

With the exception ofone large
packer, the proposal initially had
wide industry support and looked
like a cinch to be adopted. That
one packer now apparendy has
influenced at least one industry
organization to change its posi-
tion, and the proposal may be in
jeopardy. The U.S. lamb industry
needs this, or a similar plan, to
give the economic incentive to
reduce the fat in American lamb.
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Problem Water?
Odor? Bad Taste? Stains? Iron? Manganese?
Mineral Buildup? Color? Bacteria? Virus?

Harmful Micro-organisms? Hydrogen Sulfide?
THM Precursors? Other Contaminants?
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Could Water Be Your Problem?
Complete Farm Water Treating

System
A Farm Water System that is designed to clean the water on
your farm with one ofnatures most powerful purifying agents

Condensed Oxygen (Ozone).
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