
UNIVERSITY PARK (Centre
Co.) Pennsylvania farmers are
having a harder time finding hired
labor, according to a survey con-
ducted by Dr. JillFindeis, associ-
ate professor of agricultural eco-
nomics in Penn State’s College of
Agricultural Sciences.

To assess hired farm labor
availability in Pennsylvania and to
determine the strategies farmers
use to keep laborers, Findeis and
project associate Timothy Bowser
asked 484 farm households about
the amounts of time the principal
farm operator, spouse, children
and otherrelatives spent doingon-
farm work by season.

The researchers also asked
about the use and perceived avail-
ability of different types of farm
labor, the wages and perks given
to hired farm labor, the needs for
additional hired labor, and strate-
gies used to retain workers.

According to the results, Penn-
sylvania farmers believe that hired
labor has become less available in
the past five years. “When asked
about the availability of farm la-
bor in their area compared to five

years ago, 62 percent believed la-
bor was less available in 1991,
while 31 percent saw no change
and 7 percent perceived an in-
crease,” Findeis said.

When asked about the availa-
bility oflocal labor, many farmers
said that jobs outside farming
wereattracting students and others
that they had previously relied
upon for summer woik. “Some
farmers believed they were unable
to compete with nonfarm jobs in
terms of providing comparable
wages and benefits,” Findeis said.
“Others felt that these jobs did not
necessarily pay more per hour, but
that fewer work hours per day or
per week were more attractive
than farming hours.”

The survey also indicated that
few Pennsylvania farmers adopted
practices designed to attract and
retain labor other than being kind,
friendly, and considerate to their
workers. “Farmers who must hire
workers will need to find other
methods for meeting the workers’
needs, if not in the short run dur-
ing the recession, then in the long
run,” Findeis said.
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As nonfarm opportunities in-
crease, farmers will need to pro-
vide potential farm workers with
competitive salaries, benefits, and
hours. “Some farmers will be un-
able to match conditions in the
nonfarm sector,” Findeis said,
“but those who do will find the la-
bor they need.”

The survey also showed that
Pennsylvania fanners found full-
time labor particularly difficult to
hire, but many farm families also
had difficulty hiring seasonal and
year-round part-time labor.

“Some farmers said they would
hire more workers if they were
available at an affordable price in
their area,” Findeis said. “Interest-
ingly, although farmers thought
full-time labor had become parti-
cularly moredifficult to hire, more
farms reported needing additional
seasonal and part-time labor, of
the more than 450 responding
farms, 85 reported wanting to hire
more seasonal farm labor and 65
reported needing more year-round
part-time workers. Only 26 farms
wanted to hire more full-time la-
bor.”

From the viewpoint ofPennsyl-
vania farmers, saidFindeis, sever-
al-trends arc important for the fu-
ture. “It’s likely that the trend to-
ward fewer part-time workers will
continue. TTie hired farm work-
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force will have an increasingly
greater proportion of full-time
workers.

“Second, mid-size farms may
have the most difficulty attracting
and retaining farm workers now
and in the future,” she said. “Small
and large farms pay higher wages
on average and are more likely to
attract hired labor than mid-size
farms.”

“Smaller farms - those with less
than $40,000 in annual sales - hir-
ed fewer workers, especially full-
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time labor,” Findcis said. “Only
20 percent of small farms in Penn-
sylvania hired labor.

“About 60 percent of the large
farms - those with more than
$lOO,OOO in sales - hired some la-
bor. Only 10 percent of mid-sized
farms hired full-time labor com-
pared to 30.1 precenl of larger
farms. Larger farms also were
more likely to hire seasonal labor
than mid-size farms - 23 percent
of large farms compared to 15per-
cent of mid-size farms.”

SCRANTON (Lackawanna Co.) Keith Eckel, Lacka-
wanna County vegetable and grain farmer and president of
the Pennsylvania Farmers Association, received the
“Friend of Extension” Award from Epsilon Sigma Phi, the
national extension honoraryfraternity, at the annual meet-
ing of the Alpha Omlcron Chapter and was the “center
piece” speakerat the All College Conference of the College
of Agriculture at Penn State University. Shown with Eckel,
left, is Tom Jurchak, Lackawanna County extension agent,
center, J. Lee Miller, Beaver County extension director,
right.
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